

S>Vcgh quhting Arafat MOBOnk couKil ' 

(R) ~ A Palestiiiian busuKasman saxl Fiid^ be w(^ 


oeause it was politically dominated. Yousef Say^ said Mr. 
^ put politicai heavyweigfits &om tbe PLO*^ Tunis headquar- 
^ in aaige instead ^ giving prcrfessional «winnmkt« yeal aufboriQr 
West Bank and Gaza St^. was named as a nmmbm Of tbe 
I do DM want to serve in diat 

to Tunis I will write to Qiainnan Arafat to say so,** be toM 
France Intenadonal. Mr. Sayegfa, who leads the'^O team to , 
nniltflateral ^fiddIe Eak economic talks, was ato talks with - 

wnor oooptries at the World Bank office in Paris (w pi«e !«). Dr. 
Mye^ s^ two other memben of the 14-man board of governors 
hb view. He did not name them. **1!1ie work will not be 
widi this compratkm of the oouncS of governors because the 
ud the two vice-president are not preCm^onals asK) there 
wiD be poUtiea] otmsideratkMis in dte- dearie instead of economic 
and technical ones,” he said. 




Jo 


An independent Arab political daity.pi||l 
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2 Israeli soldiers woniided in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (R) — Two Israeli soldieis were wounded in South 
Lebanon on Friday when Buerrillas bitted their post with mortar 
bombs, seairity sources smd. soldiers were wounded — one 
moderately and one li^tly — when guerriila mortar fire hit their 
porition at Sojoud hQi on the edge of the "seeuri^ zone" Israel 
occimes in Soudi Lebanon, the sources added. Hizboliah (Party of 
(jocQ dahned le^xmsibili^ for the attack- The sources said guerrillas 
also fired mortars and anti-tank rockets at another hilltop Israeli post 
at Arnoun, 12 kilometres to the south, but there were no casualties. 
Israeli and allied South Lebanon Army (SLA) mflida-gunnefs fired 
dxnit 30 tank and heavy aitiliery shells into Iqlim A1 Toufoh mountain 
ridge,' a bastion of Hidtollah guerrillas just north of the zone. No one 
was hurt. Later a roadside bmb exploded near a civilian ear passing 
between Bisri and Anan villages, in an area ncHih of the zone but , 
un^r braeli controi, the sources said. None of the passengers was | 
hurt but the ear suffered some damage. | 
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Fate of mosfly ‘Palestinian’ First and Second 
districts will be sealed by PLO-lslamist clash 

Less privileged concerned about hardship, but not to extent of evicting incumbents 


B^Lmnis K. Andom 

in Wa«lMw»8 ShamaH 

ONCE THE barcMneter for 
po pula r sentiments in tite 
oountiy, northeast and south 
of Anunan, borne to tiie less 
privil^ed and many' Palesti- 
num refiigees, are now lai^^ 
ly indifiierent to the elections 
campaign — an alaniungrign 
of duninishing oxpccta tio *** 
and estrangement of poiitiml 
parties frim tiieir assumed 
power base. 

As candidates continue to 
cLa^ over the Israeli-^esti- 
man accord, which is a major 
theme of the elections cam- 
l^gn in tile First and Seooud- 
disticts that indude two de- 
nsely populated refugee 
camps, pe^e see more ccm- 
oerned with dafly hardships 
of life. 

Id these two districts, poor 
working dasses feel the 
irinch of living on the 
periphery of the more 
afflu^ Third District of tiie 
capital. 

Unemployment and poor 
public services, indudiog 
health and sanitazy condi- 
tions in some of -the more 
Defected areas, are the ma- 
jor complaints expressed by 
lesideiits vriio feel tiiat 
mer deputies did not do mnefa. 
to improve the Hving condi- 
tions of tiiefo parts. 

But such complaints will' 
not fondamentaliy barm tbe 
diances of the districts' for- 
mer deputies particularly 
those of the Islamic Action 
Fropt (lAF) which has been 


most efficient and organised, 
as ' usual, in mobi^^ its 
supporters for this campaign. 

In refugee camps, in par- 
ticular, reddents are pressing 
candidates on demands for 
lifting government con- 
straints on adding buildnig 
structures to the houses that 
.were originally construct^ as 
tents and baiiadcs in the fif- 
ties and early sixties. - 

Howmrer, tiie ontconm of 
the elections could be an im- 
poitut indicator of public 
opinimi over tiie peace pro- 
cess, as coutendezs foots on 
their simport or opposition to 
the Oslo accords. . 

FfistoricaUy considered a 
power base for tbe left, and 



pio*FLO groups, tiie 1989 parly of the Muslim Brotiter- 


elections were a surprise in 
titat it was the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamists 
who had taken over in the 
First and Second districts. 

Early pr^ctions suggest 
tbe Blamists wffi lose tiieir 
mopopiriy over ^ six seats, 
^vided equally between the 
two distzias, but tte tiuee 
racial caiKfidates ^ded by 
tiie strong lAF (the political 
party of & Mudim Brotiter- 


faood) will win. 

In the First District, lAF 
candidate Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Jabr is expected to maintain 
his lead, while in tbe Second 
District out^kra and con- 
troversial Sheikh Abdul 
Mimim Abu ^mt and Mr. 
Hainzeh Mansour (both 
the lAF) will comfo r tably se- 
cure First and Secrad |riace 
respectively. 

The lAF- has apparently 
made a pra^natic move 
not ncmunating more than 
one candidlate in tbe First 
District, where independent 
Islamist and former deputy 
SheOch AK Faidr enjoys sup- 
port among tradition^ non- 


orgamj 

Shei 


ised Muslims. 


Iheikh Faidr remains a 


lAF rally draws small crowd 


By Marian M. Shahtai ', 

Jordan TTnies Staff Reporter 

WAHDAT — Islamic Action 
Fkont (lAF) candidam Ham-' 
zeh Mansour drew a surpri- 
sittgjy small crowd in this 
Palekmian refugee camp Fri- 
day during an iSenioon rally 
tiiat was intended to boost hft 
popularity before Monday's 
elections. . 

"to 

Once 'aa- unquestioned' 
stron^ibid of tiie lAF, resi- 
deiitt m tins part of Anmian's 
^Second District are apparent- 
ly nx>re concerned widi their 
{wlitical and economic reali- 
ties tiian with tbe is 

die solution** slogan offered 
by hft. Mmisoar. 


Only grading clappiiig fol- 
lowed kfr. Man5oar*s sl^an- 
padred speech, in which he 
pronused to fi^t for a mor^ 
aDy just sodeiy when in tibe 
Jord^an pariiament and the 
oeatkra of Bdamic cohesion 
**&om Algiers to Islamabad.”* 

**We are tiie front, the last 
reastance front against the 
enemies of Islam,** l^.Man- 
kMif stfoiifod into ^ inio- 
rofdione- addressing some 
pTO|^ dxMit 20 pec cent of 
wtK^ were duldreii dressed 
up in lAF paper hcad-c^. 

Banners and posters of 
lAF candidates dominated 
the square uhere Mr. Man- 
sour was addressing his con- 
stituents fcMT tbe fim time in 


this canqiaign. 

hft. Nfrmsour is running for 
the first time in this woriong- 
dass distrkt where Palesti- 
nians from 1948 rdUgea make 
up4Dost of the population, fri' 
1989, Mr. MansoUr ran in tbe 
Fourth District (Sahab, 
Quweismeh, Juweidah), but 
the change in the electoral 
law has forced him to rdo- 
ciit8 his bid to . this area, 
especially.. that.. chqJLAF 
wanted to fidd a candidate 
4rith a tribal b^ in 1& i^aoe. 

A huge poster of the A1 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 
fai^ over Mr. Mansonr*s 
head and a sufi -singer 

(Continned on page 4) 


strong contender for the 
numbCT two slot although 
other indqiendent Islamists, 
like Dr. Ahmad Awaysbeb, 
and leftist and pro-PLO 
candidates mi^t prove to be 
serioas rivals. 

In 19^ the Brotherhood 
was able to weaken other 
rivals by supporting an 
alliance <rf members in- 
dependent Islanusts in tbe 
two tifistricts. The introdao- 
tion ono-person, one- 
vote system, however, 
^loiled lAP tactics to strike 
once agmn such snocessfid 
alliances. But tiie electoral 
change, which was intro- 
dneed in August, has deeply 
fragmented the two areas 
into ndghboaiiioods, dans, 
families, and. among re- 
fugees; -it has even created 
alliances based on source of 
origin in Palestine, giving 
way to die rise of candidates 
vriio represent only very nar- 
row interest groups.. 

The fragmentation of dm 
Hist and Second disfrictswiD 
hurt bodi lAF and the lef- 
tists, who came first and 
second respectively in tiie 
elections. 

Hie lAFs oppositfoa to 
die Oslo aqowds, wfaidi pits 
it agmiist the FLd, 

pp^itarify m .die and 
ot^ pr^ominantly Pale^ 
man areas. 

Sheikh Abu Zant*s sca- 
thing carfricism of the FLO, 

(Coadnned «■ pegr 4) 


Bedouins in north, centre and south will fm 
their six seats with minim utn political noise 

Tribal strengths, alliances, and services to underdeveloped sector figure high 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff R^rter 

AMMAN — Though sepa- 
rated by vast deserts and many 
towns and cities across the 
country, the three electoral be- 
douin districts are joined 
together by common concerns 
and tribal values. 

In these underdeveloped 
areas of the Kingdom, the 
harshness of life in the desert 
forces its own issues on the 
electoral face for the two paf- 
iiamentary seats allocated for 
each of the diree bedouin con- 
centrations in the north, the 
centre and the south. 

There is little talk of national 
politics there. The focus is on 
the need for building roads, 
schools and hospitals, finding 


jobs and securing .university 
education for the young. 

. .“We have our own problems 
tiere. Many of the peofrfe are 
jobless berause they did ncK 
have enough educatitm." said 
Suleiman Hajaya. a tribal lead- 
er from the south. 

The banners that boost the 
.slogans of candidates in Am- 
man and other urban centres of 
the country are scarce in the 
majori^ of these' districts, 
completely absent in others. 

“In Husseiniyeh (a small 
town in the southern bpdouin 
district) there are no banners.** 
said a resident of the town. 
The 13 candidates contesting, 
the • district's two seats cam- 
paign through the old tradi- 
tions of the tribes: %^ting the 
madhafats (guest houses) and 


communicating on personal 
levels with their constituencies. 

The 13 candidates come 
from the three major tribes for 
which the eleaion law basically 
reserved the two seats, with 
eadi tribe and even clan failing 
to unanimously support one 
candidate. 

Ten candidates from the 
Hweittat tribe, including in- 
cumbents Sheikh Faisal Ben 
Jazi (who won 5.377 votes in 
1989) and Nayef Abu Tayeh 
(who spored 4303 votes) are 
running for eleaion. 

The Hajaya tribe is fielding 
two candidates and one aspir- 
ant from the Bani Atiyeh tribe 
is also vring for the support of 
the district's 24.217 registered 
voters. 

I-\en ilitMiuh Sheikh .la/i 


clialk'iieed b\ one meinlvi ol 
his dan, Kassab A1 Jazi, the 
sheikh is expected to fare well 
in tiie race because he is the 
traditional head of the dan 
whi^ is still committed to the 
tribal heirardiy. Tbe sheikh is 
also esqrected to win votes 
from outride the dan. 

“The young is frying to dial- 
lenge the old, but trilw values 
are still strong and the majority 
will support their traditional 
l^mririp,” said tme source 
who askro not to be named. 

The eledmal race is more 
difficult for former Deputy 
Abu Tayeh whose perform- 
ance at tbe Uth Pwiameot 
was at times concroverrial, be- 
cause three members of his can 
are also seeking election for 
this distria, rraieh extends 


over parts of the governorales 
of Ma*an, Karak and Tafileh. 

By virtue of the personal 
rdations that pievaii in the 
distria, all caudidates are ex- 
pected to win votes from out- 
side their dans. That, srid an 
observer, makes it difficnlt to 
expea the outcome of the 
race. The more likely candi- 
dates, however, are Sheikh 
Jazi. Dr. Abn TayeH, Moham- 
mad Oudeh Njadat (also a 
Hweittat), AfamM A1 Hajaya, 
Salem A1 Zawaideh (Hweit- 
tat), and Bader Al Neimat 
(Hweittat). 

Wasat district 

Among the bedooins of Al 
(CoBtiaaed oa page 3) 


Fourth District challenges conservative politics 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
in Abu ’Alanda 

THE ELECTORAL race in 
this industrial distria of Am- 
man (85,061 registered vo- 
ters) is pronrising to be a 
lively campaign ater tiie en- 
try of what promises to be a 
third force to compete with 
the Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) and tribal lepresema- 
tives. 

The Fourth Distria is a 
stronghold of conservative 
tribri dans, on tiie one hand, 
and the MusliinBrotfaeriiood 
on tbe other. It indndes in- 
dustrial boroughs such ■ as 
Qweismeh, Jweideh, Abu 
'Alanda and Sahab. ^th 20 
candidates vying for two 
Muslim seats, elections here 
will be a test for both the 
clans and lAF, espedaliy af- 
ter left-wing political pair^ 
and a maverick Jordanian 
politidan have combined to 
badk one of the candidates. 

Tliis candidate, • Abdul 
Rahman Al Qatarneh, is an 
independent whose political 
election .programme came of 


late to the attention of tiiree 
left-vong parties^ the Jordan 
People's Democratic Party, 
the Jordanian Democratic 
Popnlar Unity Party and the 
Jordanian Ba^ Arab Sodal- 
ist Party. Subsequently Leith 
Sbbeilat, the former Third 
Disfrfet deputy who. made 
headlines when he was 
cused and convicted of poli- 
tical subversion laft year, alro 
announced that he. would 
back Mr. Qatarneh. 

The candidacy of Mr. 
(^tarneh hself and the offi- 
cial baddn^ being given to 
him by hi^ly politidsed 
groups and individuals have 
given the campaign here 
some colour and created a 
political dialogue in tiiis part 
of Amman that would other- 
wise have been limited to 
local economic questions and 
lAF promises of a morally 
correa attitude on peopled 
social agei^, national uni^ 
and PaMne. 

Mr. Qatarneh is concen- 
trating on pan-Arab pofitics, 
crili^ for the lifting of eco- 
nomic boycott againa Iraq. 


Many of tbe inddsfrial goods 
produced in tins ^stria's frio- 
tones headed wholesale for 
Iraq before it invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

Amman-based truck driv- 
ers, most of wbmn have made 
tiiis distria their hcmie, are 
also interested in- reopening 
the Jordanian-Iraqi trade 
route. Many lost thw liveli- 
hood as a result of the U.N.- 
‘imposed embargo on Iraq. 
Tlw tran^rt sector general- 
ly has suffered oemendously 
as a result of the sanctions. 

Thus, the political and eco- 
nomic interests of many in 
this distria are distina from. 
Say, the political doseness to 
the Saudi royal family that 
many of the tribal leaders 
here have traditionally 
boasted about. 

-In faa after losing the by- 
elecdon to Anwar Hadid in 
1992, Mmwer Abu Zaid — 
another candidate from 
Sahab oomplained to Saudi 
Arabia's King Fabd that 
there had been rigging of tiw 
vote count. Mr. Abu ZakTs 
move was not taken seriooriy 


at tbe time, but the incident 
highlighted tbe tenuous na- 
Uire of figures running and 
campaigns wa^ for elec- 
tions in this duarict. 

Up against such kind of 
tribalism which would favour 
some of the candidates over 
others, Mr. Qatarneh is by no 
means a sure winner. But he 
b creating an unprecedented 
challenge to a community of 
businessmen , landowners 
and hidusfrial workers who 
have been dependent on 
otiiers for decades. 

Banners promoting the 
almost exclusively tribal 
candidates here, as elsewhere 
in tiie Kingdom, are many; 
but most lo^ uy there is no 
telling of what will happen on 
election day. Tbe lAF has the 
most Gobe^ adrortiseinent 
campaign and its banners are 
so eye-catdiing and strategi- 
caOy located that they cannot 
be missed by passers-by. 

While incumbent l^uty 
Anwar Hadid is definitely a 
frontrunner with only one 
member of his prominent 
clan running against him. 


most observers say that, with 
the one-peison, one-vote for- 
mula in force, no seat is 
completely safe for any 
candidate. 

Mr. Hadid beat fellow trib- 
al candidate Abu Zaid and 
lAF candidate Hani -Tahrawi 
in the bye-election held here 
in Agusut 1992. Mr. Hadid 
thus replaced his cousin,' 
Nayef Al HadSd, who had 
paraed away while a member 
of the Lower House. 

Tbe Hadid clan b prcmiin- 
ent but its actual voting 
strength,, say many people 
here, is often exaggerated. 
Nevertheless, Naya Hadid 
was able to culture 6,458 
votes out of the 19,000 votes 
cast in- 1989. Four other 
members of his dan were 
running in that race. Most of 
the Hai^d dan b expected to 
back Anwar Al Hadid. While ■ 
younger candidate, Issa 
Hadid, b expeaed to make 
his entry into the political 
scene with few thinluiig tiiat 
he has a dumoe of w in ning 

(ConfiBued 00 page 4) 


Jordanian officials rule out 
treaty with Israel unless same 
is done with Syria, Lebanon 


fti— hfaiiMi i^oicgr dispatdNS 

AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
dab warned Friday that no 
major move in tiie Middle East 
peace process could be 
announc^ before Monday's 
elections, amid reports of a 
breaktbron^ towards a treaty 
yiffb Israel. 

The offidals, dedimngto be 
named, told the. AFP the King- 
dom was **ready to malre prog- 
ress'* with Israel but they luld 
out a peace treaty nnl^ tbe 
Jewbh state also made prog- 
ress in n^otiations with Syria 
and Lebsmon. 

Tbe United States has been 
pressing Jordan to readi peace 
with Hsrael and offered to help 
pay off its $6 billion foreign 
debt in return, they said. 

The officials sud U.S. hud- 
dle East envoy Dennb Ross 
m^ the offer during a tour of 
the region last montii. 

In Paris, a senior Israeli offi- 
cial said Friday he met a Jorda- 
fuan ndnisterfor the first U.S.- 
bsKritered economic talks be- 
tween tike two sides. 

Forei^ Minisfry Director- 
General IJri Savir metNfinister 
oi . ^te in Prime Minbtiy 
Affeiis Jawad Al.Anani at the 


U.S. embassy for talks chaired 
by hft. Ross, diploniats said. 

Mr. Savir told Reuters it was 
an informal meeting to set an 
agenda for detailed economic 
<&cusaons among experts to 
begin in die near fiit^. 

He declined to discuss the 
agenda but called the meetiog 
encouraging for the entire 
tfiddte BasL 

Mr. Savir held separate talks 
with Palestine Liberation 
Oiganisation (Ftp), offidab to 

rififfiicE channelling immerfiale 
aid to launch Palretinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho from December. 

“It is encour^jng that we 
see here in Parb, nfteie we are^ 
meeting amultaneously with' 
tbe PLO and with the Jorda- 
nians, and with major aaors in 
the uitertmtional oomnnixii^, a 
growing effort to couplea jroli- 
tical solution with the econo- 
mic development ‘ of our re- 
gjon,” Mr. Savir said. ' 

“Our hcqie b uitimately to 
woric towards a triangle of eco- 
mMnic development, to foster 
and stren^tiien a political 
solution witik economic under- 
pinnings." he said. 

The talks with Jordan were 
agreed at a meeting between 


Israel Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Royal Highness 
Crown Prince. Hassan at the 
White House in September. 

Mr. Peres said Thursday 
Is^l (fid not want to exclude 
any Arabs from the circle of 
peace and dropped hints about 
a new breakt^ugfa amid in- 
dicati(ms stalled Israel-PLO 
ta^ would resume. 

Israeli media si^ested that 
tiie breakthroogb was with 
Joitian. 

Visiting Egyptian Forei^ 
hfinister Amr Musa was opti- 
mistic about getting talks with 
both Syria and tiie PLO back 
on tra^ 

“We have to move (juickly 
on both trades and to achieve 
progress as mudi as we can,’* 
hft. Musa said after meeting 
with Prime Minister 'Yitzhak 
Rabin and Israeli generab at 
the defence minbtiy in Tel 
Avhr. 

Asked whether the Israel- 
PLO talks would resume next 
week, Mr. Musa said: “I be- 
lieve so. There is nothing 
against that.” He added there 
were also “definite hopes on 
the other tracks,” but dedined 

(Ceotinued on page 5) 


PLO puts off decision 
on renewing Taba talk 


rwoWned •geacf diiqiatehen 

CAIRO — The Palestine Li- 
*^rati6n Oiganbation (FLO) 
.put off a dedaon on 
i6u«.. ...Q peace talks with- 
Hsrad ants early next week, 
after np Chainiian Yasser 
Anfitt meets Egyptian Presi- 
dem Hbsm Muba^. 

Qiief nx> negotiator Nabil 
Shaath annoum^ Che delay 
after Mr. Arafat paid a sur- 
prise visit to Cairo and met 
mth Mr. Mubarak's top pofi- 
tical adviser, Osmaa Al Baz. 
Mr. Arafru left for Yemen 
after the Baz meeting but was 
to Ktnni in two days. 

Egypt has made intense 
efforts to renew the braeli- 
PLO talks since Dr. Shaath 
walked out of a sesrion last 
Tuesday on groun^ Israel re- 
neged (m. a promise to with- 
draw its troo^ from tbe Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. 

Egypt's foreign minister, 
Amr Musa, met twice with Dr. 
Shaatii duriM the week. Mr. 
Musa went Inursday to Israel 
for dbcussions with Prime 
kfinbeer 'Itzhak Rabin and^ 
Foreign Minister Shimon* 
Peres. 

When asked if Mr. Musa 


obtained Israeli a^nimKcs to 
bring the Palestinians bade to 
the talks. Dr. Shaath said; 
“We will not announce any- 
thing until after the Arafat- 
Mubarak meeting.** 

Cfr. Shaath sakittie two were 
stiiedalcd to meet on Mr. Ara- 
fet's leturn from Yemen. 

Before arriving in Cairo, 
Mr. Aiafet bud he mig|R meet 
Mr. Rabin soon to give a push 
to the peace process. WAFA, 
the PLO news agen^, said he 
made hb comments in Dakkar, 
Senegal, and gave no frirtoer 
detaib. 

In Dakkar. Mr. Arafat 
urged African nations on 
Thursday to postpone recog- 
nising Israel until tbe creaitiem 
of a Mestiniao state. 

Mr. Arafat, who visited the 
former French colony to meet 
with President Abdou Dioof, 
also said an agreement must be 
readied on Jerusalem. 

Several African nations that 
had su^qxkrted tiie PLO's cause 
already have made provisional 
moves towards extending di- 
plomatic reoc^itioD to Israd. 
hfost recently, Ghana's parib- 
roent last week told the gov^ 
ernment to begin caking steps 
towards recognition. 

“We wid) that African coun- 


tries, before establbbing rela- 
tions with Israel, wait for the 
creation of a Palestinian state 
and a solution for Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Arafat told a news confer- 
ence.' ' 

Offidai sources said Dr. Baz 
briefing Mr. Arafat on the 
outcome of ^ypt's talks with 
Israel on rekumching the nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Musa said prospects for 
tbe resumption of the talks 
were bri^t He said hb talks 
' in Israel were very successful 
and chat the negotiations 
would resume in tiie Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Taba next 
week. 

The Taba talks are meant to 
n^tiate detaib of an braeli 
pnnoDt from Gaza and Jeridio 
under Israel's accord with the 
PLO signed Sept. 13 in 
Washington. 

The accord calls for the 
Isradb to start withdrawing 
Dec. 13, to be replaced by 
Palestinian seairity forces, but 
leaves Israel responsiUlity for 
tiie Jewish settieis remainins 
behind. ^ 

In su^nefing the talks. Dr. 
%aatb said that a withdrawal 
plan presented by Israel 

(Orntfamed on page 4) 
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.-lilies prepare Libya sanction 
resolution with grace period 


I/NITED NATIONS '(Agen- 
ws) — The Western allies 
expected to circulate a revtwd 
resolution Friday tightening 
sanctions against Libya for not . 
surrendering' two men accused 
of bombing a Pan Am airliner 
o\'er Scotland in 1988. 

Diplomats said minor differ- 
ences remained but final 
approval was expeaed from 
Moscow, which previously had 
threatened to veto the mea- 
sures for financial reasons. * 

As a compronuse.' the draft 
will probably inclnde a grace 
period to Nov. 22 before the 
sanctions go into effect but 
after the U.N. Security- Coun- 
cil adopts the resolution. 

The United States. Britain - 
and France, after a month's 
delay, want a vote eaiiy next 
week and hoped to distribute a 
new text to all members Fri- 
day. But so for they ^ not 
antidpate more than 10 votes 
in the IS-member council. 

Only 10 states, one more • 
than reqmred, voted for 'an * 
April 1991 resolution ttet im~ 
posed an arms, air and di- 
plomatic embargo on Libya in 
an efioR to pressure Tripoli 
uito giving up the suspects for 
trial to Brit^ or the United 
States. * 

The two are accused of 
bombing Pan Am Flight 103 
over L^kerbie, Scotland, in 


Afghan 

Airbase 

shelled 


BAGRAM AIRBASE. 
Afi^anistan (A^) — Aigba^ 
nistan's main military airbase 
came under rocket attack Fri- 
day by forces loyal to Pr^ 
Minister Gulbud^n Hekma^ 
ar in the fifth day of foctional 
fighting. 

At least four long-range 
I07mm Todeets were fired ^ 
Hezb-e-Islami gunmen into Ae 
Bagram.base; located about 50 
kiloinetres north of Kabul. . 

Three exfrioded dri or near 
the runway, sending up plumes 
of smoke, and the fouRh hit 
just metres from the headquar- 
ters of the base commander. 

Bo^guards to commander 
Bismill^ fUnn said the rock- 
ets were fired from mountains 
in the distant west. But diey 
appeared to Have come 
just south of Bagram, where 
Heztx-lslami, has pockets of 
control. 

Hezb-e-lslami units were 
thought to be putting pressure 
on the air base, from which jet 
strikes have been launched dai- 
ly against Mr. Hekmatyar's 
force. 

Hezb-e-Isiami captured 
Wednesday the district centre 
of Tagob, which lies just a few 
hours drive southeast -of Ba- 
gram, in fierce fitting with 
Jamiat-e-lslarni faction troops 
loyal to former Defence Minis- 
ter Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Bismillah Khan, Mr. 
Masood’s man in Bagram, 
claimed Jamiat' had recaptured 
Tagob Thursday and had d>n- 
solidated its hold Friday by 
advancing a further six to 
seven kilometres south into 
Hezb-e-Islami territory. 

Western journalists based in 
Kabul, .some of whom were 
denied pennission Friday to 
accompany helicopter flights to 
Tagob, have yet to indiepen- . 
dcntly confirm Jamiat's daim 
of recapturing this aintestcd 
district centre. 

At Iea.st three dead Jamiat 
soldiui% and two wounded ones 
were seen arriving at Bagram 
by heliwptcr Friday, indieal-- 
ing the fight for Tagob is far 
from over. 


Decem'ber '1986 'in which' 270 
people died! '*• " 

Libya also must cooperate 
with an inquiry into'the'bomb- 
ing of a French plane over 
Ni^r in 1989 which killed 171 
people. 

Moscow fears the resolution, 
which freezes 'some of Tripoli's 
foreign assets, will prevent 
Libya from repaying a $4 bil- 
lion debt it owes Russia.. 

Russia has argued that Euro- 
peans .took care not to 6 an 
Tripoli's bigh-^rade chide fo 
Germany and Itidy and natural 
gas to Spain but did not consid- 
er Moscow's debt prot^iu. - 

The resolution freezes 
Libya's cnirenf finandal'as^ts 
and bans oil transport and re- 
-fisery eqmpcnent. Bui* it »- 
cludn' oil production ' equip- 
ment or future revennes' rrom 
oil sales earned after'the draft 
is adopted. ' 

Ibis means TriTOH wiH be 
able to use its estimated $10 
billion annual earninp ftom 
exports of 1 mflfion barrels 
of crude daily. 

Banking sources also believe . 
that Ub^ has been-moving its ' 
forei^ assets, including about 
Sfibillioh ill ctuh.and foldings 
in fanndr^.'of firms, away 
from key.'Westeni ceotees in 
anticipatidn of the ristiladda. 

■ Nevertheless, U.S. officials 
maintain the measures on 


assete and equipment hurt 
seyeral- of Libya's joint ven- 
tures. 

“If they didn't care about it, 
riiey wouldn't want to stop it*," 
said a U.S. -envoy. 

New provisions will prob- 
ably say tiiatr Libya is not 
excused ftom pa^ng debts to 
Russia <M- apyc^ after its 
assets' are unfrozen. But there 
.K no way to enfo^ such de- 
mands. 

To get. Moscow's approval, 
PresidCTt. Bill Qinton, British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and French Prime Minister 
Edoo^ Balladur all sent mesr 
sages- - to Russian President 
Bo^ Yeltsin. 

Tripoli has said die accused, 
Abdul. Baset Ali Al-Me^ami 
and A1 -Amin Khalifa Fhiniab. 
could stand trial in Scotland if 
they agreed, but a team of 
internatiooal lawyers advised 
agSinst it, fearing they could 
not ^ a fair trial. 

■ UByah leader Muammar 
Qadl^ smd Thursday after 
meeting with Presfdent Hosni 
Mnbai^ of Egypt diat he 
would not bow to Western 
pressure and force the two 
suspects to surreuder for trial 
in die -West. Cd. Qadtaafi also 
said ..he wanted ' to enxl die 
Loifeerbie ' afifeir as soon as 
.possible -to .prove oor 1 nbo< 
cence.” .... • 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
ambassador to the 
UTS. and mi Israefi embassy 
official in - Washington agree' 
that American leadership is 
critical to the achievement of 
peace and -stability in foe Mid- 
foe East. 

a world that has only one 
superpower and has seen new 
dangers, the oi^ oduntry that 
can. play a role in helping solve 
the problems is certainly the 
Ufilt^ States,** Ah^d Maher 
A1 Sayed, Egyptian ambassa- 
dor to foe Unit^ States, told a 
Nov. 2 forum on the pe^ 
process sponsored by George 
Washington TJniversi^ and foe 
U.S. Global Strategy Council. 

'*Tbe:tvhoIe world is looking 
to foe United States for 1^- 
ership,'* Mr. Sayed said. ' 

NUnrod Barkan, minister of 
foe Israeli embassy in 
Washington; jfoned Mr. Sayed 
in a discussion of "The Next 
Phase of the Middle East 
Peace Process.** and said the 
re^on in the post-ooM war 
period "is going foroi^ a ma- 
jor historic demographic 
crias.” 

Mr. Bailcan said Arab ooun- . 
tries are io uigent need of "a 
Western Marshall plan" to eh'- 
minate 'soda! and economic 
miseries diat "may endanger 
die stabili^ of foe Middle E^ 
and the stability the whole 
world.** , • 

"The first step to avert this 
has been taken in the. donors 
conference that convened in 
Washington,'' Mr. Barkan 
said. "I hope to see the con- 
tinuation of that ftom a total 
Middle East perspective.'' - 

Ambassador Sayed said that 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak heard a. diversity of 
American t^nion as he met 
with members of the adimnis- 
tration and Congress during his 
recent U.S. vi«l. He added, 
however, "wc found an under- 
standing from ail those with 
whom be met... for the need to 
maintain support of this very 
important strategic ‘area." 

Mr. Sayed . said Chat Mr. 
Mubarak acknowledged - in 
priyate.talks hisunderstanfong 
that U.S. foreign assistancc-*'ls 


not etemfo,**' 6 iit stressed that 
it is "parti^ariy essential in 
foe next two years, .as Egypt 
oonqileies its vast economic 
deUfo^xneiit pr^ramme.” 

tbat.apfHpadi was not chal- 
lenged anyone wifo ffoom 
Mubarak meti the ambassador 
said. ' ■ 

Tunium to the rale of the 
dotted Sates io tte region, 
Mr. Sayed said diat the post 
Gol^war '*has become more 
dsm^KKMis" foan before. 

nTbe world would become 
even more dangerous if the 
United'States withdraws from 
its role of leader^p," he pre- 
dicted. "You cannot isolate 
yoorseif -from a ' dangerous 
world,** ndtber economically, 
ridr strategically or poHtiraDy, 
he said. 

Discussing what he said was 
a demographic critis in foe 
MBddle East, Mr. Barkan 
pointed, out that Egypt's 
population grows by one mQ- 
fion every seven months, 
Syria's population doubles ev- 
ery 20 years, foe Mestihian 
population in Gaza increases 
by four per cent aimoally, and 
the median age in the Arab 
Worid is 16 yeara. 

"Demographic growth cre- 
ates presures on governments, 
(whi«) find it increasingly dif- 
ficult to meet these chal- 
lenges," he saM. The younger 
generation-. is "lookirig' for 
housing, education and 
careers... looking atCcuirent) 
gpvemmenS and seeing no 
Hope.’* 

"A decade ftom today, we 
will witness a major crisis of 
ideology and confidence in tiie 
Arab World that will lead to a 
search for a new ideological 
course upon whi^ to build the 
history of the coming genera- 
tion,*' he said. 

VNalionalism. secularism, 
and sbdalifoi are becoming 
bankrupt ideologies," Mr. 
Balkan added. "ITie only im- 
mec&tdy available option in 
.sight is Islamic fundamental- 
ism. We may expect — in a 
decade . — a si^tantial in- 
creare in the power of Ulamlc 
furid^uncntairsm." 



T BAF TTf! TRAINING: Samir Tawasfaafa foe streets of Ramallah from Nov. 15, the fifth 
.gfves Falestinlan traffic poHcemen their first anniversary of (he Palcstiiie** dedara- 

traffic r^^uladoo coarse m the Dimia driving tSon of independance (AFP photo) 

sdMHd in Pamntiaii Friday. This nnit will be on - 


Mideast diplomats say 
tJ.S. needed for stability 


Moroccan 

opposition 

refuses 

minority 

cabinet 

RABAT (R) — Moroccan 
qppositioo said Friday 
raftised Hassan's in- 
vitation to fonh a minority 
goifernment because elections 
were and they would 

not have a free hand to govern . 

The king reci^ived the 
oppoation parties twice in the 
kA two weeks. He stroo^y 
lu]^ foe oppoation parties to 
jom tile next government to 
effect "chan« mid renewal" 
.^after more man 30 years of 
’ri^t-wing rule. 

In a memorandiun sent to 
the Idng and poblished by par- 
ty papers, the old-guard 
Nationalist btiqlal Party, foe 
Socialist Uniem of Pole's 
Forces (USFP) and the leftist 
Organisation of Democratic 
and Popular Action (OADP) 
said elerioral distortioxis must 
first be rectified. 

The diree groups and the 
Conununist Party of Progress 
and Socialism (PPS) won 122 
of the 333 seats in the chamber 
of refmesentatives elected in 
two steges hi June and Septem- 
ber for a six-year mandate. 

The rest of the seats went to 
five cemre-ri^ parties who 
had an fosolute majority in the 
previous assembly. 

The memorandum charged 
that the administration had not 
abided by the king's instruc- 
tions for "sincere and trans- 
ient elections" and there bad 
been "a massive resort to 
money*' to buy votes. 

They dema^ed foe con- 
stitution be revised to enable 
- all members of parliament to 
be elected by direct universal 
suffra^. At present one durd 
of foe chamber is elected in- 
direedy by local councils, pro- 
fessional groups and trade un- 
ions. 

USFP leader Mohammad A1 
Yazghri told Reuters a minor- 
ity opposition government 
would not have a free hand 
"when portfolios are held by 
nominees who control key 
ministries.'' 

The king told the opposition 
he would reserve the right to 
choose the prime minister and 
the key mmisteis of justice, 
interior and foreign affairs. 

Diplomats said (he next gov- 
ernment, subject of intense 
speculation and debate in the 
last month, will probably be 
"the mixture as tefore." 

•"We will probably see some 
new faces, younger people 
perhaps, but they will have the 
same poUtical colour as in the 
past," a senior Western diplo- 
mat said. 


French presence to be 
scaled down in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — France is 
scaling down its presence in 
Ai^ria in tlte coming weeks to 
provide a "minimum service" 
in the wake of the kidnapping 
of three French consular oS- 
dais, reliable sources said 
Iniday. 

Many of foe 3,(XX) French 
nationals who left Algeria for 
foe All Saints Day houday last 
weekend had not returned on 
Friday, even though the 
French lycee reopens on 
Saturday. 

The Muslim ftindameuntalist 
kidnappers, releasing their fin- 
al hota^ Midiele Thevenot on 
0<x. 31. gave her a message 
0 ving foreigners a month to 
leave the coun^. warning that 
after this deadline "anyone will 
be responseible ' for his own 
sudden death.*' 

Foreign Nfinister Alain Jup- 
pe said Thursday he was taking 
"ve^ seriously" threats made 
against Frei^ in Algeria by 
foe IddnappeR. 

Security, visible and 
ntore discreet, bas been step- 
ped up around offidal French 
buildings in Algiers, CJran and 
Annaba. The Frenifo embassy 
has renewed its advice to be 
vigilant to the 2S.OGO French 
nationals living in Algeria, in- 
duding 8,(X)0 recent expatri- 
ates. 

Around 1,000 dvO servants, 
induding 4(X) teacfaeis. have 
been told to send drier families 
back to France. Some officials, 
whose presence in Algeria is 
not considered indispmsable, 
have also been invited to re- 
turn home. 

France bas offices providing 
offidal services in around 30 
buildings across the country. 


induding three consulates in 
Algiers, Oran and Annaba, 
and sd^ral cultural centres. 

A French lycee in Algiers 
has around 600 non-Algerian 
pupils, 200 of them French.' 
There are also a number of 
French primary sdiools. 

The most important ser- 
vices, induding the chancel- 
lery, are sited in a 14-hectare 
park at Hydra, a residential 
suburb of Algiers. 

French companies em- 
ploying some 2JK)0 French 
nationals have also decided to 
send their families home in- 
itially and then consider reduc- 
ing expatriate staffing levels. 
Work is being suspended on 
building sites outside main 
urban centres, where adequate 
security cannot be provided. 

The kidnappings were 
daimed by a faction called the 
Islamic Armed Group (GIA). 

* The group is foought to be 
the most radical of the fitting 
groups trying to topple the 
military-baclted government, 
installed in January 19^ after 
an army coup d'etat. The army 
cancelled parliamentaxy ele^ 
tions tht Muslim fundamental- 
ists were poised ot win. 

The viqlence has kill^ more 
foan 2,000 people in less than 
two years. For the past six 
months, attacks blamed on 
Islamic extremists have 
targeted intellectuals, journal- 
ists, and, most recently, fore- 
ignen. 

The GIA had announced in 
a statement delivered to the 
Associated Press the freeing of 
the French hostages, bur set 
the dare for Monday, instead 
of the weekend. 


Arab Americans win 
mayoral elections 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Following is the text of a press 
release issued by the Arab 
American Institute on Friday; 

Arab Americans captur^ 
three mayoral seats and trium- 
phed in a half dozen local and 
state council and legislative 
races across the country in the 
Nw. 2 elections. 

Bridgeport . Connecticut . 
Mayor Jseph Ganim won a 
landslide 'reelection victory, 
capturing almost 80 per cent of 
the v<Hc. Another incumbent. 
Central Falls. Rhode Island. 
Mayor Thomas Lazich also 
euily outdistanced bis nearest 
competitor with 60 per cent of 
the vote. 

Other big winners were 
Teresa Ann fssac. vice mayor 
'in Lexington. Kentucky, who 
finished first in a field of seven 
to retain her city council seat 


and her position as vice mayor. 
Hartwell. Georgia. Mayor 
Joan Haddad SaJiba did not 
face opposition and was there- 
fore reelected. 

9 

In city council races across 
the country, top winners in- 
Icuded incumbent Dearlx)rn. 
Michigan. City Councilwonun 
Suzanne Sareini; Ann Arbor. 
Michigan. City Councilman 
Peter Nicolas; Danbury. Con- 
necticut. City Councilman 
Robert Yamin: Lawrence. 
Massachusetts. City Council- 
man Steve Kfoury and Tenaf- 
ly. New Jersey. City council- 
man Edward Deeb. 

Joe Palaia was elected to the 
New Jersey State Senate with 
66 per cent of the vote and 
Frederick Marshall was elected 
to the Eric County. New York, 
legislature. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ash^wi to head PL.O office In Waahington 

AMMAN (R) — lianan Ashrawi, spokeswoman for Palesti- 
nian Middle Ea^t peace negotiators, has accepted a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) offer to head the orgHttsa- 
tion's new mission in Washinpon. Palestinian officials said 
Friday. Dr. Ashrawi. who was asked by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to head foe mission, was in Washington to 
prepare for its reopening. The office, dosed down aftu 
Washington severed its diak^ue wifo foe PLO in 1990, u4ll 
have no diplomatic status. The United States lifted the ban on 
contacts with the organisation after Israel and the PLO signed 
a ^estinian-sdf nrie deal in Washington on Sept. 13. Dr, 
Ashrawi, a professor of English literature at Bir Zeii UniversK. 
cy in the occupied West Bank, was a key ooodnit for indiroct 
contacts between Washington and the PLO before the 
self-rule pact was sealed. 

U.N. train looted in south Si^an 

KHARTOUM (R) A U.N. relief train carrying food to 
soufoern Sudan’s second largest town has been stopped and 
looted by rebels and robbed by crowds of civilians in 
government-held stations, according to the United Nations. 
The U.N. said on Thursday it had ordered the train to say put' 
in the soufoern town of Ariath and had complained to the 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) and the 
government about foe incidents, foe worst of thdr kind sinoe 
February. It has demanded guarantees of safe conduct before 
the train resumes its journey, a U.N. satement issued in 
Khartoum added. The world Food Pn^ranune (WFP) char- 
tered train was carrying some 1,S(X) tonnes of food ftom 
northern Sudan to WAU when large groups of armed men 
stopp^ it and forced U.N. and Sudanese railways staff to 
hand over food at gunpoint, it said. The gunmen, sonw 
apparently wearing SPLA military uiuforms, stopped min 
on Tuesday between foe towns of Mabior and Ariatb in Bahr 
Al Gbazal sate — one of three sates in soufoern Sudan winch 
is very short of food. 

Pope repeats willingness to visit Lebanon 

VATICAN CTTY (AP) — Pope John Paul II met with 
Lebanon's presidem Friday, and repeated hb willingness to 
visit the country "if circumstances permit," foe Vatican said. 
President Elias Hrawi spoke to the pontiff about the atuation 
in Lebanon and the prospects for peace in the Middle East, the 
Vatican said. Mr. Hrawi repeated his invitation to ririt the 
countiy, which is recovering from ZS years of dvil war. Mr. 
Hra^ told reporters foe Pope would "soon" fix a date, but the 
Vatican did not mention a time frame. 

Freighter sinks off Morocco, 8 missing 

RABAT (R) — Bght crew members were missing on Fri^y 
after a Honduras-registered freighter sank oft Morocco in high 
winds and heavy seas, the offidal Moroccan news agenqr 
MAP reported. Six crew members were rescued u4ien the 
Amal . chartered by foe state phosphate mining and marketing 
monopoly office Cherifien des Pliosphates (OCP), sank 
Wednesday as it was about to enter foe soufoern port cd Safi to 
load phos^ate, it said. A search for the eight missmg crew 
members continued, it added, quoting foe merchant marine 
administration. 

Rights groups urge probe of Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Four organisations asked foe 
United Nations Thurs^y to send human rights observers to 
Iraq and form a commission to investigate "crimes" agdnst 
Kui^ and Shiites by the regime of President Saddam Hussein. 
The groups also urged the United Nations to condemnlran ' 
bombarding Kurdish areas and advocated easing foe embargo 
on foe Ku^ish repons of Iraq. The four organisatioos were 
the International Human Ri^ts Law group, ^ddle East 
Watch, the InternatioDal Federation of Human Rights and foe 
Fondation France-Libertes, headed by French Presdent Fran- 
cois Mitterrand’s wife Danielle. "As we speak, a new (foase is 
bei^ prepared in the deliberate genodde orchestrated*’ 
against foe Kurds, said Mrs. Mitterrand, who met with U.N. 
^cretary General Boutros Ghali. She raid statesmen and 
informed citizens will have to answer to history for the failure 
to do anything to help people in danger. 

Israelis held for diamond dealer’s stabbing 

LIMASSOL. Cyprus (AP) — Two Israelis, a man and a 
woman, were remanded in custody Thursday in connection 
wifo the stabbing of a Cypriot diamond draler: The court 
ordered Mordecai Ben Maj^r, 40. a f^ory worker, held for 
six days, and PUula Fargon. 33. a secret^, for five -days, 
pending foe completion of police investigations. The two were 
arrested at Larnaca airport Wednesday afternoon as they were 
about to leave for Athens a few hours after Limassol diam ond 
merchant Philokypros Mafoeou was sabbed. Police prosecu- 
tor Yannakis Pericleous told the court Matheou was con- 
fronted by a hooded man yielding a large knife as he left his 
fifth-floor apartment. Mr. Pericleous said the hooded man edd 
Mr. Matheou: "I am going to cut oft your head." Mr. 
Matheou ran down the stairs but was caug)it on foe next floor 
by tbe assailant, who stabbed him in the back and side. The 
prosecutor said police found a knife in the couple's suitcase 
"simflar to the one used against Matheou." 

King Juan Carlos to visit Israel 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The king and queen of Spain trill 
become the first reigning monarchs to pay a sate visit to Israel 
when they arrive Monday. King Juan Carios will bold talks 
with Prime Minister Yitidiak ^bin and Iforeign I^nister 
Shimon Pern on Tuesday and give a speech to parliament, a 
foreign ministry official said Friday. Pmident Ear Weizman 
hosts the royal couple who will walk the Old Oty of Jerusalem 
and travel to traditional Christian sites bv the Sea of Galilee 
and in Nazareth. 
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Bosnian girl undergoes 
pre-surgery eye tests 


By £3ia Nasrallab 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

^ Janetta Kacfa- 
mo, a 12-years)ld Bosnian girl, 
wul wdergo various medical 
Msts in.pzepaiation for her eye 
scheduled for Monday, 
said Ghassan Jayousi, an eye 
^eaalist at Jonbn University 
Hospital. ^ 

Jmet^ who was admitted 
to hospital TTmrsday evening, 
IS suffenng from a bleeding m 
toe left eye caused by a shrap- 
nel mjury she incun^ in June 
toinng a battle in Bosnia, Dr. 
Jayousi told the Jordan Tunes 
Friday. He said he hoped that 
trc tests will pinpoint the 

anetied area so that the opm 

tkm will be successful. 

Janetta, who is aocompanied 
here by her mother, has sight 
weakness from the injury, but 
the condition can be corrected 


by removing the shr^el, said 
I>. Jayousi. 

He said Janetta is toe sixth 
Bosnian eye patient to be tre- 
ated at Jordan UniversiQr Hos- 
pital; the otoer five have been 
repatriated, he added. 

Dr. Jayousi said a total of 20 
Bosnians suffering varions eye 
injuries were treated in Jordw 
so far. 

Janetta and hundreds of 
odier Bosnian nationalists now 
living in Jordan are being cared 
for under a programme by tfae 
Hashemite Qimty Orgu^- 
tioil (HCO) upon directives 
from His Majeky King Has- 
sein. 

According to Saleh Ulewah, 
head of the HCO health sec- 
tion, the International O^a^ 
nisation for Migration (lOM) 
office in Amman arran^ for 
Janetta to come to Jordan for 
toe surgery. 


Germany to rei^chedule JD 41m of Jordan’s debt 


By P.V. Vlvefcamiid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN Germany has 
talieo a deciaon m.prindple 
to reschedule DM86 milhon 
(dxnit JD41 milliCHi) of Jor- 
dan’s debt and plans to for- 
malise an agreement eaiiy 
neitt year, a senior German 
(Bplomat said Friday. 

Mathias Myers, fiist secret' 
aiy at tfae German emba^ 
bm, said the issue was dis- 
enssed in ^neraJ tenns dur-‘ 
ing Wednesday’s visit to Jor- 
dan of German Forei^ 
Minister Klaus Ki..^l, in foe 
context of the Klng^m’s 
efforts to address it foreign 
debt, wfaidi currently stands 
at $6.68 billion. 

Jordan owes Germany a 
total of . DM523 million 


(JD234 mniion), Mr. Myers 
told the Jordan liines. 

- Elaborating on some of tfae 
comments made by Mr. 
KInkel at a press conference 
be held after his talks here, 
Mr. Myers said a DM9S mil- 
tion figure the minister men- 
tioned represented the Dh^ 
milli on expecoed to be res- 
dieduled and DM9.5 million 
(JD4 milfion) to be oonverfed 
Ihto grants. 

The cooveision a^eement 
^ include a stipulation that 
50 per cent of the amount will 
be used in environmental 
protection project in Jordan, 
he added. 

Qarifying another com- 
ment m^e by tfae mimster in 
reqxmse .to a question ou the 
Arab boycott of Israel, Nft. 
Myers said foe issue was <fis- 
enssed wifo Jordam'an ofS- 


dals, but not in a global con- 
text or as a German effort to 
lift the Arab embargo on 
trade with Israel or firms 
dealing with the Jewish state. 

Under new regulations 
adopted by the government, 
German firms are banned 
from providing certificates of 
origin and ports of caU of 
sfai^ as demanded by the 
Ar^ countries in a Ud to 
block the entry of Israeli pro- 
ducts or goo^ wifo Israeli * 
contents. 

At the same time, the com- 
panies could provide certifi- 
cates saying the goods 
are of (rermao ori^ or any . 
other country as tfae case may 
be, and list die names of foe 
ports that the ships carrying 
‘titem make. Mr. Mym said. 

“Instead of saying the 
goods are not of Isra^ ori- 


gin, the certificates could say 
toey are of German origin if 
th^ w German products or 
sti^^ate' the country’s name 
if toey are -not of German 
origm*'’ Mr* Myers noted.'. 

^milaiiy, he said, instead 
of certi^g that they did not 
call at an Israeli port, the 
ships .could list the-’ports of 
call they makg and still meet 
the requirement of the 
boycott of Israeir orovisioDs. 

“It is a matter of turning 
negative certificate into a 
positive certificate in a man- 
ner whidi satisfies all parties . 
involved," be said. 

Mr. Myers said the issue, 
was rai^ during Kink- 
el’s talte in Sauefi Arabia as , 
as Jordan and both coun- 
tries agreed on the new 
arrangement. 


finned thtt Mr. Kinkel met 
with the Iraqi ambassador to 
Jordan. Noor A1 Weiss,, but 
said the talks had little to do 
with political relatTons be- 
tween Germaiiy and Ir^jmd 
focused on foe possibilities of 
a release for a German 
nationid serving an ei^t-year 
sentence in an Iraqi 

“It was a humanitarfan 
move adopted in line with the 
>policy-o^‘the'govemment Of' 
Germany of responding to 
appeals from foe -German 
people,” Mr. Myers said. 

He. said that before Mr. 
Kinkel set out on hi$ latest 
Nfiddle E^t visit, tiie parents 
of Sonderman. a Ger- 
man student who was 
arreked tr Iraqi territory ear- 
ly this yeal and sentence for 


illegal eatiy, appealed to him 
to mtervene with the Iraqi 
internment. 

“It was in response to tins 
request that Mr. Kinkel met 
wifo the Iraqi ambassador,” 
Mr. Myers said. He declined 
to reve^ how Ambassador 
Weiss responded to the 
approach. 

Other sources said the Ira- 
qi envoy said the ^vernment 
of Saddam Hnssein might be 
willing to respond positively 
to foe call if a tetter to tins 
efibet was sent by the Ger- 
man president. 

“There are other Euro- 
pean countries fedng a simi- 
lar rituation, and I think 
there will be a coordinated 
European decision in fois re- 
gard,” said a well-placed 
European source. 


Privatising state-owned utilities, industries 
could prove fruitful for Jordan — U.S. expert 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Privatisation of 
state-owned utilities and in- 
dustries has worked success- 
fully in some third world 
countries which fao^ econo- 
mic difficulties similar to 
those of Jordan, and, given 
the expertise av^able local- 
ly, the experiment could 
prove highly fruitful in the 
Kingdom, says an American 
expert wifo more than 30 
years of experience in dealing 
wifo state economies. 

Edgar C. Harrell, who 
headed the U.S. Agen^ for 
International Devdopment 
(USAID) in Jordan from 
1978-81, before assoming foe 
job of spe^ assistant to the 
AID administrator for oom- 
meidalisation of technology, 
believes that privatisation, if 
appUed in the proper fonn, 
could be part of an answer to 
Jordan’s economic problems. 

But, he admitted in an 
interview with foe Jordan 
Times last week*; tbosituatioa ' 
needs. -xJoser -.^dy 'before- 
passing judgemeht. 

Many Latin Americai^ 
countries have embraced pri- 
vatisation of hu^ state-own- 
ed utilities incurring large los- 
ses, thus freeing tbeni^ves 
to deal uith problems such as 
external debt, he said, dtmg 
Mexico and and Peru as ex- 
amples. 


In many of the countries, 
be said,'privatisation did not 
only mean freeing foe state of 
foe burden of peremual los- 
ses, but also solutions to fore- 
ign debt in the form of swap- 
ping outstanding loans 
against equi^ in privatised 
state-ownra entities. 

Furthermore, he said, such 
an approach . also ensures 
raising the level of efficiency 
of the entity in a manner that 
would serve the overall eco- 
nomic interests of the 
country. 

According to Dr. HaireU, 
who was here on a short virit 
last week, Jordan has many 
of the positive elements such 
as a relatively free market 

* economy and infr'astrnctiire 
and, more importantly, hu- 

* man expertise, foat were not 
avaflable to some of those . 
countries which have already 
turned to privatisation, and 
these elements could actually 
be an asset. 

For instance, an efficient 
bureaucrat . running a .state- 
’6«mdd*'cb1nmeidaT‘'effti 
■ - should bc‘abfe.fo*(to a‘nIu6D- ’' '. 

better job once he or she 
- ' steps out of the oohstraints 
imposed by state control, said 
Dr. Haiidl, who believes 
foat many of the Jordanian 
officials in senior positions 
are of sudi calibre. 

Freeing state caiatal from 
ventures which have estab- 
Usbed themselves as profit- 


able under govenunent con- 
trol by relfo^ishing own- 
erfoip allows the government 
to use foe funds elsewhere to 
create more job opportuni- 
ties and initiate new prog- 
rammes which also could 
eventually be handed over to 
the private sector, said Dr. 
Harrell, who heads a private 
intemational consultancy 
firm. 

Hotels and public transport 
companies among others fall 
in fois category, he said. 

Dr. Harrell agrees foat, as 
in foe case of most countries 
udiidi adopted privatisation, 
one of the main probfems is 
labour unrest since layoffs 
inevitably follow the change 
of ownership from govern- 
ment hands to the private 
sector. 

But, be suggests, a well- 
prepared strategy tc deal 
with fois problem most in- 
e^ntably indude aheniate em- 
ployment opportunities cre- 
ated by the funds freed 
through ' privarisation, pre- 
ceded 

sions and foalo^' wifo ' all 
sectoh concerned. ' 

The most Imp o rta nt ele-' 
.meiit in any approadi to pri- 
vatisation is foe political will 
at the highest levd to adopt it 
as an effective long-term 
means for ecoaomic change, 
be emffoasisecL 

He also stressed foat the 


govenunent should not de- 
pend on commerdal ventures 
as a source of revenues. Such 
activities should be strictly 
left to ■ the private sector, 
which! in tom could better 
serve the national economy 
through creating employment 
opportunities ana paying 
taxes. 

There are no genoal glob- 
al parameters to guide priva- 
tisation procedures, he said. 
Each country has its own 
peculiarities and situations 
and the process could be ad- 
justed to absGob and d^ 
wifo posable nuances if foor- 
ough studies are made in 
advance. 

“R^tilfttoty” reghnes adll 
have to be created in vital 
sectors of the ecorroroy, but 
these should not mean pro- 
tectioD leading te monopo- 
lies, he said. “What is the use 
of stnftiiig a public sector 
monopoly to a private sector 
monopoly if the Kneral idea 
is to create a nee markcU: .. 
economy?” be said. 

In sectoES., Ifices tdeccmir.- 
munications, fredng funds 
sbould-oot be foe only con- 
sideration, he said. Allowing 
a “strategic partner” to come 
in wifo tecjmology is very 
important to enable the coun- 
try to keep hself alneast of 
tlte latest developments and 
tedmiOTes in the fidd, be 
poiatea out. 


K- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from moatbiy bulletins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place, wifo foe ooooenied mstrtucions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

'A: ttAihitiim rf recent paintings bv artist Ammar Khaimnasfa 
at Darat A1 Fnnnn of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
lion in Jabal Lawdbdeh. Abo showing, the permanent 
#ThihMnn (Satnrday-Thnrsday likOO a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

•fr Art orfiihwinn by a gronp of artists at OrCaB Art GaDeiy’ 
(tdeifoone 643251/2). 

it Art cxliibilion by artist Mustafa AB at Baladna Art GaBeiy. 

it Art «i»i»»Wan by artist Sa’di A1 Ka’bi at ABa Ait GaBery 


(9:30^13:30 and 1500-1800). 

Art exldldtion by artist Mohammad Al Jalooa at the F len c h 
Cnhnral Centre. 

Art extnUtioo by artist Mohammad Abu Zraiq entitled 
at the Royal Cnitmd Centre. 

SEMINAR 

■ Seminar entitled **Two Months Alter the Signing of the 
Agreement of ftinc^plcs Between brad and foe Pates foi e 
Ubontion Organbatioa: The Sbe of Adiievement and foe 
Sze of Damage” with the partkipatioo of Dr. Tayscer 
Aroori, Sqji Salamcfa, Abdul Pahiim MmBonh, and NabB 
’Amr at tiie Abdnl Tlamred Sbmnan Foundation at 6:00 

pmi. 


Bedouins keep politics at bay 


*< (Continned from page 1) 

Wasat (foe centre) district, 14 
candidates firom the various 
clans of foe Bani Sakher tribe 
are competing for their two 
parliamentary seats. 

“The young is starting a re- 
volution against foe tribal lead- 
ership but are not succeeding 
because they are not channell- 
ing it right,” mid Saleh Kneian 
A1 Fayez, a lawyer from foe 
district, in reference to the 
large number of candidates 
contesting foe elections. 

Wifo the split among the 
clans allowed to contest foe 
two seats, only candidates who 
have the support of their, dan 
< land an appeal to other voters 
' * ^tand a real chance in the 
elections, said Mr. A1 Fayez. 

Former Deputy Jamal A1 
Khreisha, who won 3,582 votes 
in 1989, fits the description. 

Mr. Khreisha, a former 
minister of state in the Taher 
Masri and Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker governments, is the 
only candidate of his clan in 
foe Muagger area, about 30 
kilometres southeast of Am- 
man. Mr. Khreisheh is ex- 
pected to win the majority of 
the 34^ registered votes of 
foe Khreisha and Gdah dans 
and, as a former offidal who 
bad provid^ services to many 
voters, he is likely to win votes 
from outside the dan. 

Ihe rest of the other dans 
) are dhnded, with the A1 Fayez 
'fielding two candidates, the 
two Jbour candidates, the A1 
Amer-Ziben five, the Ka'ab- 
neh one. the Shre’a one, the 
Hgeish one, and foe Kfadeir 


one. 

Wifo 4,695 registered votes, 
the Jbour clan could have 
assured a seat for one of its 
members had it put its support 
behind one candidate. The 
clan’s votes, however, would 
be split between foe two com- 
peting brofoers, Barakat and 
Saud A1 Zhdr. Mr. Fayez said 
that would reduce the chances 
of both unless one withdraws 
or the clan deddes to support 
one. 

A former deputy and minis- 
ter of health, Mohammad 
Adoub A1 Ziben, who won 
2,814 votes in 1989, could 
wrest votes from outside his 
clan but will have to share the 
4,460 registered votes of foe Al 
Amer-Sben with four other 
candidates. 

One of bis main challengers 
is Daifallah Mansour A1 
Ziben, a former chief of milit- 
ary intelligence, who enjoys 
respect among people of his 
tribe, which inhalHts an area 
foat extends over parts of the 
governorate's of Amman, 
Irbid, Mafraq and Za^a. 

The 8,693 registered voters 
of the Gbbein (which in- 
cludes A1 Fayez, the Kasab- 
neh, the Salayteb and the 
Khdeir) would also have to be 
shared by four contenders, 
thus reducing the chances of 
the clan to send one of its 
members to parliament. 

North bedouins 

A former deputy and a 
member of the Upper House 
of Parliament (the ^ate) are 
among the 10 candidates for 



the' two seats of foe north 
bedouin districts, and both 
have good dianoes of becom- 
ing foe representatives of this 
area in the north-eastern de- 
sert. 

Senator Nawaf A1 Qadi, 
who lost hts bid for election in . 
1989 due to splits within be 
tribe, has this time the unani- 
mous support of the Bani 
Khaled tribe, vriiicfa has 9,000 
repstered voters who munly 
inhabit the town of Hosbeb. 
W^ith foe rest of the candidates 
competing ^ the remaining 
24,146 regiscered voters. Sen. 

is very likely to quit foe 
Senate and join the coundy’s 
12fo Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

Former Deputy Sa’ad Hayd 
Srour, who win 3,569 votes in 
19^. is diallen^ by a mem- 
ber of his Masaeed dan of the 
Ahl A1 Jebal (Mountain dwel- 
lers), tribes but still has an 
almost certain chance of win- 
ning his reelection due to the 
reservoir of support be has 
among other cl^. 

Mr. Srour, a former minister 
of public wo^, has extend^ 
help to peojide of his district 
and is likely to win the backing 
of memben of other tribes. 

Almost eadi of the main 
tribes in this distria are field- 
ing a candidate, a fector «4iich, 
as is the case in the bedouin of 
the centre district and ofoer 


oonstitueudes in the Kingdom, 
will work to foe disadvantage 
of all. 

The Ai Sarfaan tribe is field- 
ing two candidates, Al Shor-' 
afet one, AI Saidiyeh one, Al 
A’foamat one (former depuQr 
Mohammad Al Muarer who 
secured 3,845 votes in 1989. 
and Al Tawaftheh one. Fares 
Al Madhi, a member of the Al 
I^ tribe, is running on tfae 
ticket of tfae Islamic Action 
Front (lAF). 

Mr. Madtu, however, is not 
expeaed to be among the 
strong contenders because his 
tril», the smallest among Ahl 
'Al Jebal, said they ^old only 
support turn if he ran as their 
candidate. 

The sands of the Jo^anian 
desert are not yet a fertile 
land for politick ideologies. 
poUtiem platform of toe 
lAF will thus be competing 
with traditions toat for long 
governed life in toe Jordanian 
desert. The Bedouins are not 
known to be strongly inclined 
towards mixing religion with 
politics. 

Bedouin traditions are still 
too strong to defeat, said Mr. 
Al Fayez, who lost Us bid for 
election as a political candidate 
for the bedouins of the centre 
district in 1989. 

Al Ra'i correspondent in 
Maf^, Ghazi Haddad, con- 
tributed to this article. 


Bank consortium grants JPMC 
JD 12.5m to 



By Rasa Hnweiiti 
Spedai to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) 
has been granted a JD12.5 
DuHion lean from a consoitinm 
of local banks administered by 
the Ar^ Banking Corporation 
(ABC) for tfae expansion of the 
J^C Shidiya plant, according 
to a co n t ra ct signed in Amnum' 
Thursday. 

The loan will be used to buy 
the necessary materials, 
machinery and equipment to 
help expand the ShkHya plant, 
said Jawad Haddeed, the 
general manager of ABC, at a 
press conference bdd at Forte 
Grand Hotel. 

Mr. Haddeed said other 
Jordanian banks contributing 
to the loan, wfaidi is guv- 
nrteed by the government, in- 
dude the Hotting Bank, the 
Bnaness Bank; toe Jordan In- 
vestment and Fiiiaoce Bank 
and foe Skiciai Security Cor- 
poration -(SGC). --•••'• 

Sameh ‘Madani; -director., 
gpneraP^6^'^¥MC‘, ^s^ -Hie* 
eqoipmenrtb be purdusedwOf- 
help treat low grade material 
in order to make foe final 
product more marketable. 

Mr. Madani added foat foe 
equipment wxU be used to con- 
vert raw material into a Ugbly 
concentrated oommerdal pro- 
duct wifo foe least induttrial 
cost. 

“It is a plan by local banks to 


- •‘sf 





Arab t*»ir**e Corpor^faur GoKnl Manga’ ' grantiiig of JD 12,5 mBBim hum to JPMC from 
Jawad Bnddeal(ceatre) and JokfomPhiHpli^ '' c uuato r tium of local banks (Staff photo by 

.■ A mills tlaL»n;iiV .O.U 



plant which has good quality 
and a suffident quanqiy of 
phosphate, we will be aiUe to 
compete with international 
marltets at a lower cost,” be 
added. 

Mr. Madani maintained that 
the plant will start produdog in 
1996 and is expected to earn 


tonnes annually, thus, increase 
tng the opportunity for JHSfC 
to expand and compete in the 
internationa] market, as well as 
provide 350 job c^jportunities. 

The preliminary negotia- 
tions regarding foe Shidiya 
. plant project started last Octo- 
b» nfoen the JPMC signed a 


phone, add ; plant , at Shidiya 
The plant would use 800,000 
tonnes of rock phosphate and 
foe contract with foe com- 
panies would last 10 years, 
during which the manufactur- 
ers would buy the Jordanian 
phosphate at the prevailing 
market price in India. 


Karameh dam to be built by Italian firm 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Valley AutWity (JVA) 
has award^ a tender to Salini 
Italy, an Italian construction 
firm, to build the Karameh 
dam, and said that water to be 
stored in the reservoir was 
expected fo irrigate 40,000 
dunums in the Jordan Valley 
regioa. 

JVA Secretary General 


Abdul Aziz ^^bah said that 
the idea of oonstructing the 
Ka rameh dam Surfaced in the 
early 1980s, but it was only 
towards the end of 1992 that 
the final deagns for foe JD51 
million dam were complied. 

Speajdng after the tender 
signing ociemODy Thursday at 
foe Muistry of Water and 
Irrigation, Dr. Wisbab said 


foat the JVA carefully studied, 
foe effects of earthquakes on' 
the dam, foe quality of water 
that would be stor^ and the 
strength of the foundation. 

The 40-metre hi^ dam will 
be bull in 42 months starting 
next month in WadT MuDab, 
on 8 tributary of foe Jordan 
River, said Dr. Wishab. 

Designed as the second 


largest dam in Jonlan after the 
Kx^ Talal Dam, the Karameh 
dam will have an overall capac- 
ity of 55 million cubic metres of 
water, added Dr. Wishah. 

It is one in a series oS dams 
to be constructed by foe bfinis- 
try of Water and Mgatkm in 
order to double Jordan's pre- 
sent rain water storage capac- 
ity, according to Dr. Wishah. 


Government endorses National Strategy on Women 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment has endorsed the 
National Strategy on Women 
which was drawn up by a 
national committee on 
women’s affeirs chaired by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Majali said foat govenunent 
departinents should take the 


required measures for the im- 
plementation of foe strategy 
wiiijch was ratified folIow^.a 
series of seminars and oonfeir- 
ences held in various governo- 
rates. 

The strategy, which is based 
on foe geperai framework of 
the Islamic Sharia, foe Con- 
stitution and the National 
Chai1er,*take5 into account the 


Arab society's values and 
traditions and seeks to streng- 
then the um^ and coberion of 
members of society and pre- 
serve frunily -integration. 

It aims at bandfing women’s 
issues, and calls for giving the 
women of Jordan an effective 
role in sodo-economic de- 
velopment, espedaHy as the 
Constitution guarantees equal 


rights and opportunities fore 
women: ’ 

The strategy provides for 
legislation on women's parti- 
cipation in pditics, economy, 
social services and health 
affairs, and gives special atten- 
tion to women resfronsible for 
raising families or caring for 
orphans, as well as illiterate 
women. 


International culture festival awards 
director for contributions to Arab theatre 


By -Rana Husscfaii 
Specia/ to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN -r- A Jordanian par- 
ticipant in -the 1*993 Carthage 
International Cultural Festival 
(CICF) in Tuniria lecentiy was 
award^ a gold medal and a 
meritorial certificate for his 
wofo ID foe Arab and Jorda- 
nian theatre movemenL 

Hatem Sayed, a director 
who started lu theatre career 
in Jordan in 1972, is foe first 
Jordanian to be honoured with 
this award. 

Mr. Sayed said he was de- 
lighted to receive the medal, 
aw^ed once every two years 
to five participants who contri- 
bute a distinguished work. 

“I can't really describe the 
way I feel, since I am the first 
Jordanian to win this award," 
said Mr. Sayed who b also the 
Art Department manager at 
the Miobtry of Culture. 

"1 am very happy to learn 
that somebody appreciates and 
takes my woric into considera- 
tion, especially that it (the rec- 
ognition) b coming from an 
Arab country h*ke Tuotsia.” 
Thb, be said, indicates that 
sudi coQDtries are knowledge- 
able about contemporaiy Arab 
plays. 


The 46-year-6l6 Sayed said 
thb award b presented to indi- 
viduab who devote their time 
to art and foe theatre move- 
ment and those who are still 
contributing to theatre and the 
arts and leave a mark on peo- 
ples lives. 

'The first festival by foe 
CICF was held in 1983. 

Mr. Sayed said that Jordan 
participated in every festival 
since the start. He added that 
Jordan tries to participate in all 
Arab and international arts 
festivals. 

Thb year the CICF, which 
ran from Oct. 14 to Oct. 24, 
hosted 34 Arab and forei^ 
countries, and Jordan partici- 
pated with a play entitled 
"Yoya Ser AI hbward (Yoya, 
Secret of Rose Water). 
According to Sayed, who 
led the Jordanian ddegation to 
the festival, the play reflects 
the human concerns in the 
world. “The medal 1 received 
was not a reward tor this play, 
it was just an appreciation for 
my previous art woiic,” Mr. 
Say^ explained. 

Mr. Sayed ^duated from 
Art Academy in Cairo in 1971 
and received his Bachelors de- 
gree in art theatre and started 



Hatem Sayed 


working for the Minbtry of 
Culture in 1972 as a director.. 
He served as the ministry's art 
director from 1977 to and 
directed more than 16 plays 
during his 21-year career. 

He considers a 1978 play he 
directed entitled Rasoul Ntin 
Kaneh Tmerieh LiUstifham 
An Masalet AI- Harb Wal 
Salam (A Messenger from 
Tamrieh Village Hnds Out 
About War and Peace Issues) 
one of his better works. 

Mr. Sayed said he depends 
on the literature of ofoer coun- 
tries he has vbited for ideas for 
foe pla>’s. He said such books 
often e^qiress hb own personal 


opinions. 

Mr. Sayed’s recently 
directed Al Zabel (The Gai^ 
bage Man), a play whidi was 
nominated for four awards at 
foe Jordanian Theatre Festival 
in 1993. The play disensses the 
problems of a suburb through 
its garbage — the garbage man 
reveals the people's secrets 
from their garbare. 

Mr. Sayed s^ that tfae 16 
plays he directed are only foe 
first steps towardb directing 
more plays. “I don't consider 
myself as having done anting 
yet, thb b ffiily foe be^rining 
of more plays in the near fo- 
ture.” 


nci T. 
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Leaning to wrong side 


IN THEORY, the defeat of the former mayor of 
Jerusalem, Teddy KoUek, at the hand of former 
Minister of Health in the government of Yitzhak 
Shamir, Ehnd Olmeit, can be a setback to the peace 
process and to the peaceful coexistence between 
Jews and Arabs in the Holy City. Althoi^ the 
subject of Jerusalem has been deferred for negotia- 
tion at a future date, the election of a hanilme 
iJicminicic win eert^ly make such talks very 
diffi(rjlt. The new mayor has already declared that 
Jews can settle anywhere in Jerusalem indnding the 
Arab quarters of the city’s east. This is a dear 
signal to tiie Palestinians and Arabs that the fate of 
Jerusalem would not very easily be detamined 
under the accord reached between tiie PLO uid 
Israd. 

Emotions in East Jerusalem are bound to escalate 
as a result of this development. Relations between 
the two peoples inhabiting the dty are destined to 
become mncfa more exaceriiated. Palestinians now 
have cause to suspect that the promises to negotiate 
the future of East Jemsalem on the bs^ of U.N. 
Security Council resolution 242 have been effective- 
ly eliminated. 

And this is not all. 

The fallout from the trinmph of the Likud bloc 
over the Labour Party not ody in Jemsalem but 
also in some other Isiaeii dties is bound to have 
native impact on the peace process cspedally in 
the context ot the bilateral Paiestinian-lsraeli talks 
in Taba and Cairo. These talks are already stale- 
mated and the new tide in Cavonr of the Likud Party 
could harden the position of the isradis. If the Lflnid 
could project the results of these dections as some 
kind of referendum on Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s peace plan, then the thrust of the 
Isradi peace drive could be weakened. 

Perhaps it is still premature to make iron clad 
judgements on the implications of the maywrial 
demons. Lack of significant advances on the peace 
fronts, coupled with an increase in violenoe In the 
occupied territories, must have swayed the opinion 
of Isradi voters in Jerusalem. 

Whether the decision Jerusalemites to boycott 
the elections was ri^ht or wrong is not easy to judge. 
Politically speaking the deddon to boycott is a 
sound one. The Palestinian leadership conld not 
have urged its constituency to vote in the dection 
altogether lest this be construed as admisaon of 
Israd annexation of the dty. Yet the local lead- 
ership in Jerusalem itself could have taken a 
different approadi. Certainly a Likud mayor and 
council will exert great effort on consolidating 
Jewish control over the dty. That will only make the 
negotiations over the final status of Jemsalem all 
the more difficult. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily oommented on the success of a member 
of the extremist Likiid Party as mayor of Jerusalem saying that 
such a development is not expected to draw any manifesution 
or dismay from the Western nations whidi support Israel. Of 
course, Washiit^n mid its aWes would not say that the 
success of the Likud would be a threat to peace, knowir^ that 
the Likud Party is strongly opposed to any peace deal wifli the 
Arabs and the abandoning of occupied Arab land, said the 
paper. The double standard policy followed fay the Western 
nations does not allow any Western capital to criticise the 


Zionist and racist entity now ruling the occuined Arab lands or 
exoress fear and concern over me prospects of peace as a 


express fear and concern over die prospects of peace as a 
result of the L&ud policies which advocate the construction of 
Jewish settlements on Arab territory, added the paper. The 
victory of a Ukud member in the Jerusalem municipal 
elections is a clear message to the outride worid that Israel and 
the Israeli people are not oriented towards i^ce, continued 
the daily. It said that the Arabs have to examine the results of 
the Israeli municipal elections very carefolly and the victory of 
the Likud in Jerusalem. The Arabs, said the paper, should 
realise that they are not facing a rin^e party csdJed Likud 
whidi is resolvM to maintain occupation of Arab land, but 
rather a hostile nation full of hatred towards the Arabs and 
Muslims and that continues to draw up plots against them. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dnstoor daily described the Israeli 
settlers’ attacks on the Arab civilians of the occwied West 
Eiank and the Gaza Strip as barbaric actions. Despite its 
declared policy of working for peace, tbe Israeli government 
shows no tendenqr at all to bridle such atrocities perpetrate 
a g ai nst the innocent civilians and their personal property, said 
> Saleh Ai Qallab. The atrocities against the Arabs are being 
: executed with fuU knowledge and backing from the Israeli 
government and armed forces which stand by doing nothing to 
protect the Arab population, continued the writer. In light of 
tbe precent events, the Palestinian leaders ou^t to take note 
that the Rabin government is conducting an underhand 
dealing and not honouring the deal signed with the PLO last 
September in Washington, said the writer. He said that it 
should be dear to the PLO leadership that its negotiations 
with Israel would present more cUfRculties than the armed' 
rtruggle and the state of war. Therefore, he said, the PLO 
should take an aj^ropriate, firm stand in the faM of sudi 
ariodties and insist ^at the Israeli government take foil 
responsibility for ending the attacks on the Palestinians if a 
peace fonnula is to be worked out and if the PLO-Israel deal is 
to he implemented. 


Jordanian Perspectives 
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By Dr. Musa Keflani 
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Casting the ballots — a sign of political maturity 


Three days to go before Jordan's first multiparty elections 
since 1956, tiie campaign scene b predictably vety hot. officiab 
are bi^ ensuring that the infrastructure for the balloting and 
counting process is in place and most voters, presumably, have 
made up their minds one way or another. 

It would be a risky venture to assess the possible outcome of 
the polls since all givens in Jordan's past elections have been 
scrambled by the introduction three months ago of the 
one-person, one-vote formula into die eleoion law. 

But no matter who emerges the mnner in Monday's race, it 
could be safely said that foe entire process would defiiutely 
reflect fo: political maturing of the Jordanians as is eddent in 
foe facts ind figures of tbe electorate. 

The Ministry 5f Interior puts the total number of re^stered 
voters at 1 .514 million — an increase of more than SO per cent 
from foe electorate of 1989. 

It b relevant to compare the figures related to foe 1993 
elections to those of 1989. 

The given figures for foe November 1989 elections were: 

Population: Three million. 

Jordanians above foe voting age: 1.4 million. 

Actual eligible electorate: 1.2 million (taking into account 
the exclusion of security personnel from foe p rocess). 

Number of candidates: 800 

Number of acknowledge political parties: Zero (except tiw 
Muslim Brotherhood, whidi operated as a group in 

tbe guise of a diari^ organisation since 1957 when a ban was 
imposed on all political parties). 

Number of rostered voters: Around 9. ;.000. 

Number of voters who collected their votirig cards: less than 
700,000. 

A closer dbsection of the figures indicates that: 

— While foe total number of Jorr^ians of voting age today b 
around two million, the exdurion of members of foe security 
forces, induding tbe military and police, as well as foe general 
intelligence and dvil defence depa rtm ents, brings down foe 
electorate to 1.8 mfllion. 

— The 1.8 million figure compares to the 1.2 million of 1989. 


Tbe increase b attributed to foe number of Jordanians wlm 
turned 19 rince the last elections, held in November 1989, (fob 
could be estimated at around 500,000 based on the annual four 
per cent growth in foe Kingdom's population) and the number 
of voters among the 320,000 plus Jordanians who returned 
home in foe wake of the Gulf crisb of 1990-91 (offidab and 
analysts say the number of foe so-called “returnee’' voters b 
around 160,000. but only around 100,000 of them have, 
actually register^ in foe roster. 

Expiations that around 1.2 million of foe r^btered voters 
are expected to collect their voting cards and anywhero 
between 70 and 75 per cent of them would actually cast their 
votes on Monday are the indications of the political 
maturi^ ^t characterises foe Jordanian scene t<^y. 

in 1989. when Jordan held its first general elections in 22 
years, it was clear that many voters did not actually think that 
the process was indeed part of a diair../.ic disinge in the 
Kingdom’s political scene. Many thought It would be a 
repetitioD of the traditional process of tribalbm and financial 
dout overriding all other consi^rations to produce a docile 
pariiameDt along foe predictable lines past legblative author- 
ities have followed, by and large, in the Kingdom. 

Hiat accounted for foe less than 700,000 of foe nearly one 
minion re giR tereri voters actually collecting their cards and less 
than 550,000 of them actually exetdsii^ foeir right to vote on 
poUing day. 

But things have changed a lot since then. 

Despite the lacklustre performance of Jordan’s 11th Parlia- 
ment in addressing many of the bread and butter issues of 
Jordan's proletariat. Jordaniairs have taken note of tbe fact 
that foe 19^ elections did indeed herald an irreversible 
process of democratisation and liberalisation in the country. 
And, as sudt, they have also realbed, for the first time, that 
their destiny lies in their hands alone. 

Another relevant figure b that around than 20,000 people, 
representing 0.5 per cent of the total population and one per 
cent of Jordanians of voting age and 0.75 per cent of foe 
eligible electorate, are registered members of the 20 and plus 


Fate of First and Second districts 


(Cnotinaed from paEf 1) 




which has taken a very per- 
sonal form of attack against 
PLO leader Yasser A^at, 
has alienated many residents 
of foe Second E>btiict even 
among those who oppose the 
peace accord. 

Analysts believe that foe 
door is more open for pro- 
PLO suf^rters, leftist and 
tribal candidates to do better 
in contesting the seats in foe 
two districts. 

But candidates who tradi- 
tionally support the PLO are 
now more deeply divided 
over foe Palestinian auton- 
omy talks between Israel and 
the organisation. 

Huge banners supporting 
tbe PLO and others conde- 
mning the Oslo accord are 
indicative of the raging con- 
flict over foe historic agree- 
ment. 

Tbe outspoken support for 
PLO by some contenders b 
viewed as a sign of a hidden 
war between the supporters 
of foe organisation, particu- 
lariy of Fateh, and the Mus- 
lim Brofoerhood. 

Four years ago, Fateh, 
whidi maintains a sizeable 
presence in the refugee 
camps and eastern Amman, 
did not take dear sides in the 
election campaign, a move 
foat eventually to foe 
triumph of the Islamists, 
according to activists in the 
area. 

This time around Fateh 
supporters are said to be 
baddng a number of candi- 
dates, but their votes will be 
split among several cornea- 
decs who are in tbe frontline 
of defending the PLO — in 
their platform and banneis. 

It remains to be seen if 
supporters of Palestinian 
groups, whether Fateh or foe 
left, would be able to infil- 
trate what has become an 
Islamist stronghold after foe 
1989 elections. 

In general, though most of 
the candidates in foe two 
areas are of Palestinian ori- 
gin. Some of them are run- 
ning merely to make a politic- 
al statement foat the Israel- 
PLO accord should not affect 
foeir political rights in 
Jordan. 

The leading leftist candi- 
date in tbe Rrst District b 
Mr. Azmi Al Khawaja, who 
b backed by foe People's 
Democratic Party DPD 
(Hashd) and the People's 
Unity Party (PUP), or 
Wah^. He is a former Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) 
member, who spent years in 
jail for hb activbm in the 
Jordanian arena. 

Although Mr. Khawaja b a 
very strong contender, there 
are at least five other candi- 
dates competing for the third 
seat who could split the lef- 
tist-pro-PLO (groups) votes 
in foe First District. These 
include Hamada Fara'aneh, a 
columnist: Dr. Mohammad 
No'oman, who was expelled 
firom Hashd for running 
agains t the party's candidate 
Kamal Nasser, president of 
Jordan’s Bar Association; 
Theeb Abdullah, indepen- 
dent Islamist; Musa Kweider, 
a unionist and a member of 
the Progressive Sodalbt Par- 
ty (Communbt); and Fuad 
I^bbour, BaathUt. 

The two major leftist par- 
ties (Hashd and AI Wahda) 
were deeply disappointed 
when their agreement to 
launch a joint progressive 


list, backing Mr. Khawaja, 
failed in bringing about a 
broader leftist-nationalist 
coalition. 

Fateh supporters are said 
to be finnly behind Mr. Nas- 
ser who fa^ flaunted a hu^ 
banner in foe middle of Al 
Hussein refugee camp ex- 
pressing support for foe PLO. 
and rejection of transforming 
Jordan into a substitute 
homeland for the Palesti- 
nians. 

Candidates of Palestirdan 
ori^n are trying to make a 
point that there b no contra- 
foction between the Pafosti- 
nian refugees' claim to foeir 
hbtorical right to return to- 
foeir homeland and exercis- 
ing foeir political ri^its in 
Jordan. 


But there is a dear distinc- 
tion between foe atticuctes of 
tbe refrigees of 1948 — who 
ate mainly concentrated in 
foe First Dbtrict and in tbe 
Wihdat can^ in the Secrnid 
District — and refugees dis- 
placed in 1967. 

For while tbe refrigees of 
1948 are more concerned not 
to jeopardise their civil and 
poiiticd rights in Jordan — 
since their hopes for repatiia- 
tioo have bMn diminished 
foUovnng the Oslo accord — 
foe second category b keen 
to keep both. 

The current elections cam- 
paign in the two fostricts has 
revealed a growing trend 
among Palestinians, mainly 
traditionalist politidans and 
notables, who are already ral- 
lying support for future unity 
between Jordan and a future 
Palestinian entity on federal 
basb. 

The attitude of trafotional- 
bt politicians, some of whom 
were members of tbe old 
Jordanian Pariiameot reprw- 
senting foe West Bank, such 
as Mohammad Thouaib and 
Wahid Al Ja'abri in the 
Second Dbtrict, b consistent 
with their long-standing posi- 
tion. 

But it was 1^. Fara'aneh, 
who has qient most of hb life 
in PLO groups, who b active- ■ 
ly and persistently pur»ting 
^ goal of unity “on equd 
basb between foe two peo- 
ple,” and who publicly ex- 
presses fab oppm a tiOD to foe 
idea of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

*T will oppose tbe idea of 
two indepradent Jordanian 
and Palestinian entities,” he 


mostly of 194& 

The Al Da’aja tribe has the 
most dominant presence in 
the area. Al Da’aja tribe axe 
the origjnal landowners of 
foe areas where Palestinian 
refugees settled wfaen foey 
first came to Jordan — in- 
cludtng foe Hussein refugee 
camp, and the neighbour- 
hood of Al Nozha, Wadi Al 
Hadadeh. AI Hashemi and 
Al Mahata. 

A prominent Al Da’aja 
leader, Hamed Abu Jamous, 
came fourth in 19^ but failed 
ty a huge margin of votes, 
(4362 votes) a&r foe three 
blamists, (independent) 
Sheikh Faqir (13,418 votes), 
(Brotherhood) Abdnl Azb 
Jabr (11,188 votes) and 
(Brotherhood) Majeed Kha- 
lifeh (9,708 votes). Dr. Kh»- 
Ixfeb had pulled out from the 
race earlier on, and Mr. Abu 
Jamous thus becomes a more 
serious contender. Mr. Abu 
Jamous, will not rely solely 
on tribal vote. In fact, be 
seems to muster considei^e 
support among refrigees and. 
like many Da’aja notables, 
enjoys a good reputation as 
an advocate of national unity. 

Another Da’aja, who b 
actually tbe “offidd” candi- 
date of tbe dan, Rashed Al 
Biayseb, b influential in the 
Hafoemi neighbourhood and 
b hoping to attract Palesri- 
man votes by offering “ser- 
vices” for refugees 

In the second dbtria foe 
strongest leftist candidates 
are Mr. Rateb Al Jneidi and 
Mr. Nizar Al Kayed. But 
while Mr. Kayed offidally 
represents the . Jordanian 
Progressive Party — an 
offshoot of foe Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) that faas no 
offidal ties with the PLO, 
Mr. Jneidi is running as inde- 
pendent, although he b close- 
ly affiliated with Al Wafada 
Party. 

Mr. Jneidi b appealing for 
support among foe big con- 
centration of fellow Hebro- 
nites in tbe second district. A 
more traditional poUtidan 
Waheed Al Jaabari will aiso 
^bon off some of tbe 
Hebronite vote. 

In 1989. foe second dis- 
tricts' three seats went to two 
Brotherhood figures and an 
independent Islamist . They 
are Sheikh Abu Zant 


(19,343), AH Hawamdeh 
(32,765 votes) and (indepen- 
dmit, and assodate of former 
^ppty Leitb Shbeilat) 
Sieikh Yacoub Qarrasfa 
(5,082). Dr. 'Hawamdeh and 
Sheikh Qarrash have not en- 
tered the race. A Fateh 
candiate, Fabd Bayari, who b 


says. 

Mr. Fara'aneh has become 
tbe first candidate to contest 
foe elections while he re- 
mains a member of foe Pales- 
tine National Coundl. The 
Interior Ministry initially 
turned ^wn hb application 
for nomination but foe courts 
later revoked foat dedsion. 

Mr. Fara'aneh, at one 
stage a leftist who spent ten 
years in jail, does not see a 
contradiction since his 
“membership of the PNC and 
candidacy are consbtem vrifo 
the goal of future unity.” 

Sharp differences among 
pro-PLO ^ups and leftin 
candidates in the first district 
have thwarted alJ attempts by 
mediators to talk the candi- 
date to withdraw in fovour 
of Mr. Khawaja. The split 
and scattered votes will furth- 
er boost Sheikh Fakir’s 
chances as well those of tribal 
candidates. 

According to experts, 
around 85 per cent of tlw 
residents of the first distria 
are Palestinian refugees. 


president of Al Wihdat 
camp's cultural dub, can ai«Q 
do well in this district, de- 
pending on whether suppor- 
ters of PLO can bring al»ut a 
sea charge in foe biambts’ 
fortunes. 

Activists and analysts say 
that this polarisation of 
Palestinians, according to 
place of origin, has been re- 
inforced by foe one-person, 
one-vote systom as many con- 
tenders believe that mini- 
mum votes could win ifa^ 
parliii^mentaiy seats. 

This phenomenon, the 
practical parallel to trib^ 
affiliations among Jorda- 
nians, is one of the 
trademarks of tbe campaign 
in the first and second dis- 
tricts and probably among 
concentration of Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin. 

Dr. Hawamdeb's replace- 
ment by Mr. Mansour in tbe 
second district, a move 
ordered by foe lAF, b said to 
be due to a sharp drop in the 
lUfmer’s popula^, who last 
time relied heavily on Sheikh 
Abu Zant's popularity to get 
foe votes. 

It remains unclear bow the 
lAF b planning to split its 
votes between its two candi- 
^tes in tbe second c&tricts 
(in foe First, it has only one, 
Mr. Jabr). Some suggest the 
lAF b going to split female 
and male votes between foe 
two; others believe there will 
be a geographic dbtributioa 
of voters: neighbourhoods 
will be divided between foe 
two candidates. 

To a large extent foe out- 
come of the elections will be 
determined by tbe turnout on 
Monday. A low turnout b 
expected to serve tbe LAF, 
who will make sure thmr 
members and s u p p o r ters will 
show up at tbe polling 
booths. In tbe first dbtrict of 
97,735 regbtered voters, a 
candidate needs to secure 
above 4,000 votes. While in 
the second dbtria, of 111,752 
regbtered voters, a winner 
will have to get at least 5,000 
votes. 

By Friday afternoon, the 
percentage of those who had 
actually collected foeir voting 
ouds were 40 and 50 per cent 
in the first and second dis- 
tricts respectively, probably 
foe lowest figiues in the 
Kingdom. 

Talking into conadeiation 
tlm tegmentatioD of the two 
dbtricts, foe high number of 
contenders, 21 and 22 respec- 
tively, the future deputies 
might rely on less than 2,000 
votes resulting in a very nar- 
row representation of foe two 
areas. 


lAF rally 


(Contmoed from page 1) 


chanted songs glorifying 
jihad and lamenting the' fate 
of the crippled Palestinian 
feader, Ahmad Yassin, 
whom Israel b refusing to 
release from a Gaza prison. 

But tbe applause and en- 
thusiasm of foe crowd was 
marketJy low compared with 
the enthusiasm and numbers 
of foe Islambt supporters 
that gathered in foe same 
square in Wabdat just four 
years ago. 

A storekeeper across foe 
Street from the rally place 
remarked that although both 
Mr. Mansour and maverick 
candidate Sheikh Abdul 


Munem Abu Zant may win 
seats in Parliament again, 
“fob will be their last chance 
to prove foat foey can change 
our conditions here and make 
our lives better. Leave Pales- 
tine to the Palestinians, we 
here are concerned about 
Jordan." 

Thb comment would un- 
doubtedly not have been 
heard four yean ago when 
the power divisions over the 
occupied territories where 
not as cleariy drawn as they 
are today, according to an 
observer of the election scene 
here. 

“Palestine b now in the 
hands of the PLO and 
Hamas. We here are not in- 
volved in what is happening, 
we are only observer.*’ con- 
cluded foe storekeeper. 


politkaf parties whidi emerged after foe enadment of tbe new 
law on political parties in September last year. 

Thb ^ure has to be seen against comparable figures froin 
foe Third World as weU as some of the advanced countries 
which boast of their democratic process. In some of thej 
oouatries of Europe, where democracy became a ^art of fifel 
several decades ago, the avenge active partiapatioii in 
political parties b around four per cent of the pt^Milation. 
Given the fed that the Joidanians were given the dioiee of 


enrolling in political parties only one year ago, foe coUeedve 
figure from tbe membership rosters ot tbe political groups of 


KingdiMn today b compatible with the average 
elsewhere. 

By and large, the figures of the J<»danian election scene 
have also to be seen against the introduction of the one- 
person, one-vote tystem in Augi^. Given the loud cries of 
many politicians and groups against the move, <» whatever 
grounds, one would hw expected apatl^o grow axnoi^ foe 
voters along the lines that prevailed in 1^: that the election 
process was not going to be any different from the polls of tbe 
19S0s and 


Contrary to all indications and predictions, tbe one-person, 
one-vote formula fias contributed significantly to raising tbe 
political awareness of Jordanians re^rdless of the sbortoom- 
inp in the overall apjriicadon of the formula, given the feet 
that voting districts mid constituencies remain unchanged. 

But, as foe figures now indicate, there b little doubt that 
Jordanian voters, regardless of foeir political persuasions and 
peioeptiotis, have potiticaUy matured enou^ to realbe that 
foe Kingdom b actually deep into foe democratbation {xocess 
launched hi 1989, and foey would be the losers if tb^ stayed 
out since it b theb fete and future at stake in tbe bands of tbe 
Parliament expected to be etected in force ^ys fcotn now. 
Thb sentiment should be seen against the previoas convictions 
of many that nothing was gmng to change regardless whether 
there was a parliament in the country or not. 

The result of that comparison today to me represems 
poUtical maturity. 






Fonrth District challenges conservatiTes 


(Contmned from page I) 


thb time around. 

“Thb b an introduction 
into politics for thb young 
uiaA. He may have a better 
chance during the next eleo- 
tions.” one female member 
of the Hadid family told foe 
Jordan Times. 

A rival clan of foe Hadid 
femUy, Sabab's Abo Zaid’s. 
b fielding this time Ahmad 
Abo Zaid,' who b also ex- 
pected to challenge tbe 
Hadid presence as a repre- 
sentative of the Fourth 
trict. 

Tbe lAF for its part has 
chosen a member of foe 
Sahab-based Maharmneb 
clan as hs candidate and will 
reportedly rely huvfly on 
Sadiab residents as well as foe 
distrid’s-Palestiruan popula- 
tion to seek victory. 

Rival elements, however, 
pushed two other member ^ 
Mr. Maharmneb 's dan to run 
against him to weaken hb 
chances. One of tbe two, 
Mohammad Al Maharmneb, 
withdrew from foe race thb 
weekened in favour of hb 
cousin foe lAF candidate, 
Mohammad Abdul Karim 
Maharmneh. 

Candidate Maharmneh has 
thus replaced Hamzeh Man- 
sour as the offidal 
contender in the Fourth Dis- 
trict. Mr. Mansour was 
nominated by hb party to run 
for one of the seats in the 
Second Distrid along with 


Sheikh Abdul Munem Abu 
Zant (see story above). 

“Most of the Palestirnaos 
tore ate conservative Hebio- 
. nites who will vote for the 
lAF caiufidaie. but some are 
expected to give four votes 
to Mr. Qatarneb,*' noted- 
Abu ’Alanda storekeeper 
Mohammad Hashlemon. 

Abu 'Alanda residents 
have theb own candidate, 
namely Mohammad Huneiti, 
who will represent hb dan in 
these elections. 

Land ownership and 
employer-employee relations 
dominate iiHstfo ^ foe 
here, which, except for some 
ZAF activity, b exdusivdy 
limited to foe male popula- . 
tion. 4 

Many women did not vote ' * 
in the 1989 elections tore 
although many had collected 
thdr voting cards. Of the 
33,000 eligible voters wbo 
had picked up theb voting 
cards, only 19,000 voted m 
1989. 

Some 50,848 voters bad 
collected theb cards by the 
weekend and die “unknown” 

(or first-time) voters are ex- 
pected to rriake the difference ' 
thb time around. 

Wbefoer tb^ first time 
voters will vote tribal, lAF or 
or Mr. Qatameh remains to 
be seen. No one in feet b 
willing to say more than that 
there are some six front- ^ 
runners in the race. But even f- 
these, many observers here 
say, could be upset by a 
surprise winner or two. 


PLO puts off decision 


(Contmued from page 1) 


foowed foat it sim|tiy did not 
understand the concept of 
withdrawal. 

But Major General Amoon 
Shahak, the diief to^li dele- 
gate, said the Israelis pre- 
sented Che plan as a basb for 
negotiation, not as an ultima- 
tum. 

Reports in Israel said the 
PLO was angry because the 
plan would let Israeli troops 
travel between settlements on 
Gaza’s main roads, leaving foe 
impression foat the Israelb had 
not left at all. 

In Israel, meanwhile, tbe 
daily Hadasbot said the de- 
fence minbtry’s adviser on the 
occupied territories, Danny 
Rothschild, flew secretly to 
London apparently to open a 
new channel with the PLO to 
bypass the Taba talks. 

^bin spokesman Ben- 
Ari would not comment sped- 
fically on the report. He said 
Israel was sticking to the Taba 
format but left open the possi- 
bility Israel would pursue other 
approaches linked to the Taba 
n^iociations. ^ 


U-S. stand 

Washington believes it will 
to hard for Israel and the PLO 
to oomiriete an accord on self- 
rule before the Dec. 13 dead- 


line but has no plans to get 
involved now in the talks, a 
senior U.S. official said Thurs- 
day. 

The offidal, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, sdd 
Washington as been kept ftilly 
briefed on foe talks and would 
consider a request to intervene 
if one came both sides. 

But the adminbtration doe^ 
not believe tto talks have col- 
lapsed and would prefer for 
lanel and foe PLO to sort out 
Che difficult issues on thier 
own, foe offidal said. 

Palestinian negotiators in 
Jersualem said tto Palestinians 
were seeking greater U.S. in- 
volvement in the process. Cur- 
rently, American diplomats 
are present at Taba, but not at 
the negotiating table. 

“It is not enough for the 
United States to advise parties 
to tto confUd,” Saeb Erekat, 
deputy head of the Palestinian 
delegation, told the AP. “They 
have to raise fodr level m 
participation in fob talks, not ' 
just watching and reporting.” 

Hanan Ashrawi, tto spokes- .. 
woman of foe Pdestinian de- 
legation, said in a telMhone j 
interview from Washington ^ 
that Che United States “vrould 
prefer receiving a smilar re- 
quest from Israel” before in- • 
tervening. 
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Multi-talented artist 
expresses 'belonging’ 


By Ica Wahbefa 

Joi^an Times Staff Reporter 
^MAN — Among the tem- 
Pprary exhibitions hosted by 
J^arai A1 Funun's halls is that 
0* Aitimar Khammash. 
architea. painter, restorer, de- 
of innovative spirit. 

His water-colours on paper 
and oils on paper and wood 
mostly represent Jordan's 
^*!®"'^ctural landscape which, 
w. Khammash feels, the artist 
nas a dutv to record for post- 
enty. 

"We should decipher our 

environment, register it, make 
Our own Jordanian art. Why go 
abroad? Amman is a vertical 
wy. building are abstractly 
built; Jordanian artists should 
M aware of this environment 
before dreaming of political 
subjects,” says the artist talk- 
ing about abstract and realism 
m art. 

Articulate and driven by the 
a priori knowledge of what he 
wants to do. Mr. Khammash 
believes that artists who want 
to create abstract works should 
first have a knowledge of 
realism. 

"You have to know reality 
to abstract. Art now went so 
abstract, it is self-destructive. 
All art in the West has land- 
scape. AVe need this; without 
the foundation of documentary 
art we cannot jump to the 
Western art.” 

The artist is fascinated by 
shadow: he studies and delves 


into its projection and intensity 
at different times of the vear, is 


intent on what shapes the sha- 
dow — the object forming it 
and the object receiving it — 
and considers as very impor- 
tant to know how a shadow of 
an object outside the painting 
is cast on the object in the 
painting while the viewer is 
between them, part, somehow, 
of the process. 

So his landscapes, giving the 
sensation of space, are those of 
buildings, trees, nature bask- 


ing under a glaring sun whose 
li^t the eye has difficulty to 
control and diminish. 

Technically, the anist says, 
he draws in pencil on site and 
then “I paint what I want to get 
rid of. not what I want to show. 
I burn the spaces between trees 
and they come out like a photo 
negative. Sun here is very 
strong. You have overexpo- 
sure on raur eyes, sometimes 
to the point of hurting. It is like 
in photography: more aperture 
to light, more abstraa the out- 
come." 

It does not mean that this is 
abstract art: even what seems 
so is representation of a certain 
imaginary landscape, the way 
the artist perceives it: from 
elevation or in a plan. 

"Do you look at something 
from high above or on horizon- 
tal?" Mr. Khammash asks 
when talking about two small- 
dimensioned oils on wood, 
products of his imagination 
and of high-concentration 
works, “as if in sleep or 
trance." 

The desire to three-dimen- 
sionalise the two dimensions, a 
desire characteristic to man- 
kind since it started to repre- 
sent the objects around him in 
times immemorial, is master- 
fully done by Mr. Khammash 
with his play of shadow and 
light. 

He does so with nature, 
where the blades of soil 
ploughed or maybe washed 
away by rain stand out on the 
flat surface, and with man's 
creation, building hanging on 
top of each other on cliffs. 

He d^ so by painting the 
shadow, structuring his works 
to have spots of dark and white 
"hot. unpainted areas." 

“1 work somehow against 
the rules of physics. I believe 
you can increase something 
without necessarily adding, 
sometimes even by sub- 
tracting.” 

So he subtracts colour to 
increase white spaces, adopt- 
ing the water-colour technique 
(where dilution of a colour can 
go to almost no colour), to oil. . 

But he also has the desire to 
twO’dimensionalise three 
dimensions. And this is ob- 
vious in some of the painted 
pieces of wood, “mostly furni- 
ture that I structured together” 
where colour defies angles and 
grooves, naturally created by 
the superimposition of wood 
bits, and stubbornly flows to 
create the impression of con- 
tinuity. reducing two dimen- 
sions to one. sort of an in- 
versed trompe I'oeil. 

Other than architectural 
landscape. Mr. Khammash's 
works represent nature (in the 
form of trees, flowers, vegeta- 
tion) and stilMife. 

Hie pomegranates, whole or 
halved, are exquisitely repre- 
sented. The well-structured 
ripe fruit shows its inner boun- 
ty through the dried skin and 
its fleshy seeds when cut. 

Colours have taste for Mr. 
Khammash. so the greenish 
yellow matter around the seeds 
is a bitter reminder of his diild- 
hood's encounter with it. 

And still-life is important for 


him because by representing it 
over periods of time, he keeps 
a reference of what he is doing, 
sees “how ( changed or not 
over years. I see what I disco- 
vered in my vision, how I 
changed a fixed thing; it gives 
me an assessment of my 
work.” 

But most important of all to 
Mr. Khammash are places. 
They haunt him. he dreams of 
them. 

Interested in details, he 
knows his places well and feels 
that, “my whole existence is 
uprooted when things I know 
are torn apart. It is a sense of 
place that they tear apart, and 
me with it. I feel safe when red 
poppies come back. They are 
here. I am here. I am safe.” 

Thence the desire to docu- 
ment places, to keep them as 
they are. 

A delicate, almost Chinese 
or Japanese in representation, 
jasmine, whose stem is inter- 
woven in the fabric of darkness 
around it, giving it a three- 
dimensional look, is also a 
biilliant combination of col- 
ours (or no colours as the anist 
sees. it). 

Painted at ni^t. the heavy 
mass of night is dark green, 
blue, purple and the non-col- 
our (and yet all colours 
together), the white flower, is 
sketched against this back- 
ground. 

The anist works extensively 
with this composition of col- 
ours and shapes. Two in- 
teriors, of his own room, are 
realised by the game of dark- 
ness-iight texture, of very low. 
dark, and very high, light. 
painting . 

Sometimes water-colour and 
oil are in the same pamting. “It 
is like in music, where the need 
to shift from one register to 
another brings in all sorts of 
instruments. I shift oil into 
water-colour. 1 do not need 
heavy oil, but I also do not 
need nothing (plain paper); so 
I work in water-colour to rep- 
resent lighter surfaces." 

All new works. Mr. Kham- 
mash's frames will be on dis- 
play at the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation until. Dec. 
3. And for those with a de- 
veloped sense of roace, it will 
be like viewing a documemaiy 
about places that tomorrow the 
rush for urbanisation might 
erase for good. 


•Snlppetd ami tuHitd ^roni 

Campaign spurs jokes by Saltis 
who had been on receiving end; 
Islamists conduct internecine fights 
in open; journalists gag themselves 


The 1993 etectioos campaign, 
serious as it appears, is not 
devoid of a — . some- 
times fiiony — side. ' These 
are tidbits about news, views 
and coflijnents about the 
campaign that will appear 
Oiope^ly) evet^ day in this 
comer until it is all ever on 
Nov. 8. Humour is intended 
in the column, in no way 
libel. 


IF A .prize could be given for 
tfae best jokes in the King- 
dom, it ^oold be ^yen to 
jokes not about Saltis tfus 
time but on the election cam- 
pmgn. In a casual interview 
whh a dtizen of foe city fois 
week on foe diances Of foe 
Tdftmig Action Front (lAF) 
in tfae election, he said: "No, 
there is ho gain fn>m placing 
them in Parliament.'* Asked 
nliy, he answered: "H Has- 
bul Latof cooldn’t do any- 
foing in Russia, do you thi^ 
Abdm Latif will be able to in 
Jordan?** He was directty re- 
ferring to former diairman of 
die Russian parliament Rus- 
lan Khasbulatov and compar- 
ing him to Dr. Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat. But to him Latouf 
sounded close enough to 
Latif for him to draw pratical 
conclusions. Sometimes 
analysis can be based on the 
most unlikely parallels. 


ANNOUNCING SUPPORT 
for one candidate or another 
in foe Third IXstrict is risky 
business, it seems. Every 
time a function is held foat 
appears to favour one candi- 
date over the other, the camp 
of his . competitor(s) starts 
complaining. .The- issue is 
highli^ted especially in the 
case of the thrM main contes- 
tants for the Musfim seat; 
Paris Nabulsi, AH Abu 


' (Continu ed from page 1) 


to elaborate. 

The Washington Post re- 
ported Thursday Israel has 
opened secret negotiations 
vrith Syria and Jordan. 

Early Friday editions of foe 
newspaper quoted *Srell-in- 
formra sources** as sajing Mr. 
Peres had met secretly with 
senior Jordanian offidak in a 
bid to- adiieve a quick break- 
through to pei^. 

At the same time, Israeli and 
Sjman defence offidals were 
said to have met in Europe in 
foe last 'few days to discuss 
security arrangements if Israel 
withdrew from foe occupied 
.Golan Heights. 

The Post quoted a senior 
Israeli offidal as cautioning 
against a quick breakthrough. 
Mr. Pmes touched off a wave 
of speculation Wednesday 
when he told Israel televidon, 
"remember the third of 
November.*’ 

Two Israeli ministers con- 
firmed Friday Israel and Syria 
were secretly negotiating in a 
bid to reach a peace agree- 
ment 

“Israel, like any sovereign 
country uses open and secret 
diplomat^,’’ Honsing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer told 
Israel radio. 

"The momentum has been 
maintained with Syria. It*s no 
secret. Meetings are always 
taking palce*' between repre- 


sentatives of both countries,” 
be said. 

But he refused to answer 
questions about a report in 
Thursday’s newipapm that 
senior laueli mHitary officers 
had met foeir Syrian counter- 
[OTto recently in a Enrqiean 
c^tal. 

The Hadashot newspaper 
said on Friday that Israeli 
Chief of Staff l^ud Barak led 
a delegation to talks with Sy- 
rians in Cyprus recently. 

Both reports were denied, 
the first by Mr. Peres and the 
second by the defence 
ministry. 

But Health Minister Chaim 
Ramon told Friday’s Haaretz 
newspaper "We are in perma- 
nent n^tiations with the Sy- 
rians and foe United States and 
Egypt are assodated with foat. 

"The two countries pass on 
messages,** he explained. 

Israel had set two condi- 
tions, he said. *‘We want dar- 
ifications on seaui^ questions 
and file normalisation of rela- 
tions betweeen the two coun- 
tries.'* 

"I cknnot say any more. 
When we have reached agree- 
ment on fois, we will outline 
foe scope of an Israeli with- 
drawal from foe Golan." 

Syria Friday denied it was 
pursuing secret talks with 
Israel, saying foat the only 
meetinp held were those sdi^ 
duled under foe terms of bi- 


FOR RENT OR SALE 


1. A furnished, ground floor of 250 square 
metres, surrounded by a large and beauti- 
ful garden, private garage, water well and 
private entrance in a four-floor building well 
designed and nice-looking. Location: Al 
Rasheed area, 5 minutes to the university. 
Gardener and guard is available. The final 
selling price is JD 150,000, and JD 10,000 
for rent on yearly basis. 

2. An unfurnished, first floor, above the 
above-mentioned floor. Same size, with 
super deluxe finishing and very large salon. 
Private entrance, private water well and ' 
central heating. The final price for sale is 
JD 90,000 and JD 7,000 for rent on yearly | 
basis. 

If you are interested, please call: 
Tel. No. 663622, the owner directly. 

No mediators please. 


Ragheb and Taher Masri. 
Mr. Nabulri, who has an 
across-the-board support 
among voters, was apparent- 
ly criticised over the weekend 
for tying bis name so closely 
to former .deputy Laith 
ShbeOat. Critics say ttiat Mr. 
NalMilsi stands on us own as 
a principled and -respected 
poUtidan who serves the in- 
terest of liberal leftist voters 
and does not need the 
port of an Islamist politician 
who is siqipMBd to have re- 
tired from politics. But prop- 
onents of Mr. Nabula say 
that foe alh'aooe should be 
seen in its human rights con- 
text. and not Islamist versus 
-liberal. Mr. Abu Ra^ieb, a 
young ' energetic busing- 
man, did not escape criticism 
either. The Businessmen 
Association organised a 
gathering fu' h»«n with Jorda- 
nian corporate moguls. Some 
voters axe upset foat the asso- 
ciation did nbthok any other 
candidate in foe district and 
appeared to be sencfing a 
message that Jordan’s 
businesmen are endorsiag 
foe Candida^ of Mr. Abu 
Ragheb and mfoody else’s, 
winch, someof foepartidpat- 
ing busmessmen say, is not 
true. a memb^ of the 
assodation wanted to en- 
dorse Mr. Abu Ra^ieb’s Can- 
dida^ be foould have held 
foe function for him at his 
home,” an angry buaness- 
man said. Not foat Afr. Abu 
Ragheb would have been 
sawd if that had happened. 
Because Mr. Masri, for 
vriiom a busmessman called 
Riyadh Al Saifi hosted a 
meeting wifo voters, was also 
critids^ for accepting Mr. 
Saifi*s support. Not only foat, 
.some people were upset foat 
his family’s biuiness com- 


plex, Safeway, kqrt flashing 
his name on a digital sign that 
feces one of the most 
crowded traffic hdits in west- 
ern Amman. What can a 
candidate do in this worid of 
diedcs and balances or lack 
of it? 


cast their lot with another 
candidate who can be more 
true to his principles (and 
foeiis). 


A CHRISTIAN candidate for 
die Third District, who had, 
by luck or marriage, guaran- 
teed a good numter oi votes 
from a particular Kristian 
conununfry, lost his fortune 
for a fittle bit of greed. Hav- 
ing the earlier support, 
the candidate wanted more 
than Christian votes: he 
approached foe Islamists in a 
md to seek foeir baddng as 
well. No details of a meeting 
be held wifo foe Islamisk 
were leaked, but the news of ' 
it Mag held was enough for 
foat efooic community to re- 
verse its dedsiOD to support 
Urn. Initial reports now indi- 
cate foat foe voters have de- 
dcted that they wcmld rafiier 


DURING AN Islamic Action 
Front public rally in foe city 
of Zanja last week, some 
youth driving past thbu^t 
foey were missing a party. 
The group of young men, 
having ali^dy visited a bar, 
deddra to join the party and 
have some fiui. There were 
three of them. The first two 
. were caught at file entrance 
and kicked out. The fiiird 
escape foe hands of the 
oigmiisers and managed to 
create a few tremors among 
the religious crowd, until of 
course he was caught. As he 
was dragged out, everyone 
tfoo came dose to him hit 
him wifo a chair or whatever 
was dose by, until foe rap- 
porteur of foe rally asked 
foem to stop. The or^r took 
no more than a few seconds 
to be observed. Where some 



The site of the fe Zurqa (Rioto by Yousef Al AHan) 


No unilateral peace treaty 


lateral peace talks In 
Washington. 

"Reports on meetings or 
secret contacts between Syria 
and Israel are false,” a Foreign 
Mmistry spokesman quoted by 
file offi^ SANA news agency 
said. 

**T1ie only frameworit under 
vfoicfa the Syrian and feraeli 
imrties are conducting discus- 
sioiis tied to the peace process 
between is foat of the trilateral 
negotiating sessions in 
W^ington and the efforts of 
the two co-sponsors (the Un- 


ited States and Russia).' 
said. 


Israeli media reported Fri- 
day Mr. Feres met secretly 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
on Thesday to discuss details of 
a future peace treaty. 


Israel radio said the pur- 
ported discussions centred on 
foe prindples of an agreement 
for peace and economic coop-. 
eratioQ. 


Reports of foe Nov. 2 meet- 
ing s^ it was sometriiere on 
foe southern Israeli-Jordanian 


frontier in foe Gulf of Aqaba. 

Spokesmen for Mr. Peres 
and Prime Minister Vitzhak 
Ratrin declined comment on 
. the reports. 


The radio added, however: 
"Jordan will not take foe 
plunge and sign a peace agree- 
ment before Israel reaches a 
rimilar agreement with Syria.'* 

In Amman, officials said 
King Hussein bad spent several 
days in Aqaba recently, but 
foey refused to confirm or 
deny a meeting wifo Mr. Peres. 








RcsUente-of Jerusalem’s OM City pass by an 
IsrueH bordei^iiard searching a Paiesfoiian 


youth from Gaza, oo his way to the mos^ie for 
tbe Friday noon prayer (AFT photo) 



BUKHARA RESTAURANT 
JABAL-AL HUSSEIN 


From India the home of Taj Mahal comes 
BUKHARA , tbe kitchea of Maharajas 



are disorganised, ofoeis are 
not 


foe reason be? 


THE JORDAN Times wanted 
to understand this week why 
Arabic dailies have so fer 
avoided writing analytical 
pieces predicting tbe out- 
come of the eledfoins in the 
difierent districts. It was not 
becuise their reporters were 
inc^»ble of writing foem, we 
thought: It must be some- 
thing else. Our own experi- 
ence in the Jordan Times may 
give an indication as to what 
might be foe reason. As re- 
ports were pnblifoed on the 
different districts in this 
newspaper, phone calls kept 
pouring in from candidates or 
tb^ friends demanding to 
know why our reporters 
favoured some candidates 
over others. One canfodate, 
awaire that he had little 
chance to win, wanted his 
name to be mentioned any- 
way under an analyris on tM 
"surprise element." 
Another, who also knew his 
chances were slim, wanted 
foe paper to hi^Iight his role 
as a "^Kriler” for one of foe 
tontrunners. A third, who 
had proposed himseif as tbe 
candidate for the '‘silent 
majority" blasted the news- 
paper for its "lack of credibil- 
ity” even fooi^ he knew 
foat his "majority” most 
probably frdls within foe per- 
centage foat did not register 
to vote. And yet anofoer, 
vfoo did not read English, 
heard about one of our re- 
ports and wanted "a sum- 
mary over foe phone,” be- 
cause he had no time to come 
I»cfc the newi^per np. And 
most other callers said foat 
"media monopoly” by some 
of foe candidates is vfoat is 
^tting foem into the reports. . 
The headache itot reports 
cause journalists could firere- 
fore be responsible for Ara- 
bic papers refraining from 
writing at all. What else can 


MMR AL Haj Salmah Al 
Asraf, an lAF candidate in 
the fifth district, is being 
"oppressed” by his hawkish 
collea^es Mohammad Abu 
Paris and Hammam Saiid 
who share the lAF ticket for 
that district wifo him. The 
two imposing perronalities 
are trying to push him out of 
tbe race to ^arantee them- 
selves a place In Parliament. 
According to sources, Drs. 
Abu Farfi and Saiid did not 
initially want Mr. Assaf to be 
include on tbe lAF list, and 
vriien they were forced to 
deal wifo it, foey started 
woiking against him. They 
have common banners asking 
voters to stick with foem, 
almost giving the impression 
that th^ are the only lAF 
candidates in foat distria. 
They have encroached on his 
"allocated” space in foat dis- 
trict by attempting to contact 
voters who foey were specifi- 
cally^ told by tbe lAF lead- 
ership should be left to Mr. 
Assaf. The lAF, according to 
tbe sources, bad asked the 
two hawks to concentrate 
foeir efforts on “Palestiniaa” 
voters and leave foe tribal 
vote to Mr. Assaf, who is a 
scion of a large Jordanian 
dan. But they were cau^t 
later setting up contacts wifo 
the tribes. After all attempts 
to bring the two into line 
failed, foe lAF took matters 
into its own bands. Dr. 
Ahmad Noufel, a highl y re- 
spected leader foe Muslim 
Brotheihood Movement, and 
Youssif Al Afoem, another 
eqMly mfloential lAF perso- 
nmity, have placed ads in the 
newspaper ^line on voters 
to attend a rally for Mr. 
Assaf. No mention was ma^ 
:of Drs. Atni Paris and Saiid 
‘Svho seem to think that they 
arc the .^lution,” as one 
observer put it. 


Ncrmeen Mnrad 



FOUR LUKUBIOUS APARTZOENTS BUILDING 
DESIGNED IN AN AMERICAN DUPLEX STYLE 
SUITABLE FOR FOUR BELATED FAMLUES OB 
DIPLOMATIC GROUP TO HAVE ITS PRIVATE 
ATMOSPHERE , SITUATED IN JABAL AMMAN 
BETWEEN EMBASSiOBS AND VILLAS LOOKING 
OVER WADI SAQRA . 

AREA OF EACH APARTMENT VILLA RANGES 
BETWEEN 826 M2 AND 426 M2 , WITH GUEST , 
DINNING , LIVING , KITCHEN ROOMS IN GF 
CONNECTED THROUGH INTERNAL STAIRCASE 
TO FF OF 4 BEDROOMS AND 3 MASTERS . 

FINISHING MATEBL4XS ARE SELECTED 
WITH CARE FROM HIGH QUALITY TYPES . 
ITALIAN MARBLE , SPANISH CERAMIC TILES 
, ENGLISH Z.S. TOILETS WITH GERMAN FIT- 
TINGS , ARABISE WINDOWS , CENTRAL AN- 
TENNA , INTERNAL & EXTERNAL ITALIAN 
INTERCOM , GARAGES AND GARDEN . 


GALL OWNER DIRECTLY : TEL NO . 
( 8^12 ) OR ( 09 - 801880 ) . 

PAX NO , ( 827250 " ABU AU" 


Monday 8/11/93 

818637 

816690 


.SWEIFIYEH. 


Club Restaurant 


ITALIAN CUISINE 


BUKHARA Restaurant/Authentic 

Indian cuisine 


The Aromatic and Exquisite spices of India prepared 
at present, as in the past . At 

BtJKHARA restaurant 
For Reservation TeL 683954 
Home delivery and take away available just 

call 683954 


Time To Take A Rest.»,Folloiv Elections 
Results While You Dine In Style..... 

. . S aVJLI . * (jic S 
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Economists see tide turning on Japan current account surplus. 




TOKYO (R) Japan's conten- 
tious current account surplus 
rose in September to a record 
S63.71 billion for the six 
months to September, but eco- 
nomists and oftidals are con- 
vinced the tide will turn soon. 

"Hiere might have been a 
trend in the past that Japan's 
current account surplus con- 
tinued to grow, but I have the 
impression that the trend has 
recently changed," a finance 
Ministry offiaal told reporters 
Friday. 

The finance ministry said 
.Japan's unadjusted current 
}acd>unt surplus widened more 
'than 10 per cent to S13.31 
billion in September ftom a 
siirplus of $12.06 billion a year 
earlier, ft was $7.23 billion in 
August. 

The September trade surplus 
widen^ to S14.6S billion in 
September from $13.49 billion 
a year earlier and $8.97 billion 
in August, the ministry said. 

The September current 
account surplus was well within 
the range predicted by private 
economists — between $11.6 


billion and $13.5 billion, unad- 
justed for seasonal -sectors 

The su^Ius for the six 
month period a year ago was 
$57.04 bUUon. 

The trade surplus rose to 
$70.77 billion in the six-month 
period from a revised $65.45 
billion a year ago. 

'The strength of the surplus 
is quite breathtaking ...but it is 
probably in the last throes of 
the J-curve," said Chris Cal- 
derwood, economist at Barc- 
lays de Zoete Wedd Securities 
(Japan). 

Nonetheless, economists 
agreed that the strong yen will 
start whittling away at the sur- 
plus, if not tms year then early 
next year. 

In the so-called J-curve 
effect, the yen's rise initially 
Ix^ts the dollar value of ex- 
ports before it reduces volume, 
thereby pushing up the surplus 
even as the strong currency 
the price competitiveness 
of Japanese goods overseas. 

Only later does the strong 
yen dampen export volume 
enough to reduce the dollar 


value' of exports as well. 

In yen tenns, Japan's sur- 
pluses are already foiling. 

The current account surplus 
fell 5.3 per cent to 1.40 trillion 
yen ($12.9 billion) in Septem- 
ber from a year earlier while 
the trade surplus dropped 6.8 
per cent to 1.54 trillion yen 
($14.2 billion). 

“There's no disputing there 
was a big adjustment underway 
in the third quarter (in terms of 
export and import volumes) 
and eventually that will feed 
through into the dollar num- 
bers,” h&. Calderwood aid. 

Economists said the strong 
yen had not only dampened 
export volume but increased 
the attractiveness of imports, 
and both trends were likely to 
continue. 

The dollar value of ej^rts 
rose in September to $^.53 
billion from $27.08 billion in 
August and $30.84 billion a 
year earlier. Imports totalled 
.$17.88 billion in September 
lagainst $18.11 billion in Au- 
gust and $17.33 a year earlier. 

“In volume terms, exports 


have been down since August 
and imports rising rapidly,” 
said Nobuyuki Saji, economist 
at Nikko Research Centre. 
“The fact that imports are ris- 
ing even when the economy 
remains slow shows just how 
attractive they are.” 

The J-curve effect might 
continue to nuc^ the current . 
account and trade surpluses up 
through the end of calendar 
1992, but that from around 
January, botii are Ukely to start 
to decKne, Mr. Saji said. 

In an earlier Reuter report, 
economists said that hauling 
Japan out of its worst post-war 
recession hing^ on how effec- 
tively manufacturers can shake 
up production and create new 
prodnct lines to lure back 
Jaded consumers. 

But they warned that the 
survival of corporate Japan 
would not be e^ in view of 
the present government's de- 
sire to stop charting a course 
for industry, and without 
Western products to copy. 

“Compimies are now choked 
up with excessive production 


capacity of unwanted goods, 
which is dela>4ng the recoveiy 
and adding to gloomy employ- 
ment prospects.” said Teruhi- 
ko Mano, advisor to the presi- 
dent of Bank of Tokyo. 

The slump in consumer 
spenthng, a major factor be- 
hind the recession, is not due 
to lack of cash to spend, but 
ntfaer because there is nothing 
attractive to buy. economists 
said. 

“Recovery from the reces- 
sion hinges on whether com- 
panies can take the tnidathe to 
shake up their products and 
dther meet or create consumer 
ne^.” Mr. Mano said. 

But many firms, particularly 
lar^ ones, are at a loss about 
what to do now that imitating 
Western products is no longer 
suf&dent. 

“In the past several decades. 
Japanese firms have been 
strug^ing to catch up with 
Western enterprises," said 
YasushI Okada, senior ect> 
nomist of Daiwa Institute of 
Research Ltd. 

But now that they have 


achieved, and in some inst- 
ances even surpassed, the qual- 
ity and' production capacity of 
the W'est. they have lost direc- 
tion. he said. 

Restructuring of Japanese 
firms has so far focused on 
cutting non-essential costs, 
such as expensive dinners with 
clients or office equipment, in- 
stead of streamlining decades- 
old production lines, they said. 

“All manufacturers are 
doing is lamenting the lack of 
consumer interest in unreason- 
ably high-priced goods whose 
values don't live up to their 
price tags,” Mr. Mano said. 

For the past few decades the 
Japanese ^vernment has pro- 
vided a basic scenario for 
domestic industries and given 
them detailed help so they 
could compete efficiently with 
Western industries. 

But the new government of 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa is trying to slowly 
disengage itself from that role, 
the economists said. 

“What Japan's new gov’em- 
ment is trying to do is to let the 


Dollar expected to continue to strengthen against European currencies 


This report is submitted by Naser Nabidsi, private dieot 
group, Merrill Lynch-Dubai 

Overview • 

Fundamental view: The dollar has rallied to the DM 1.70 
level in response to a sharp narrowing of U.S.-German 
interest rate differentials. U.S. money market rates have risen 
sharply in recent days in response to firm economic data. The 
dollar should contmue to strengthen against European curren- 
cies in coming quarters as interest rates in Europe decline 
further. The U.S. and Japan both appear content to let the 
dollar remain indefinitely in the lOO-to-110 range of recent 
months. But upward pressure on the yen is likely to reemeige 
next year even if Japan's current account surplus narrows 
somewhat. We continue to look for the dollar to rise to DM 
1.85 while falling to yen 95 over the next 12 months. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar index was up over 2.4 per 
cent for the month of October. This represent^ the second 
largest monthly gain of 1993 and came as a result of broad 
dollar strength versus the European currencies and the 
Japanese yen. By contrast, the greenback suffered month-to- 
month declines against both the Australian and Canadian 
dollars. While long term momentum oscillators for the dollar 
are still upwardly biased, they are under pressure. This is best 
represented by the fact that, if the dollar index is unable to 
hold above the 93.60 area through the end of November, our 
primary long term momentum oscillator will turn down for the 
first time since its September 1992 low. That is the potential 
bad news. 

The good news'ls that the dollar's oversold medium term 
oscillator has reversed to the upside versus not only the dollar 
index, but also, versus each of the three major Europiean 
currencies we regularly discuss as well as the Japanese yen. 
This would imply that the dollar index's July-October correc- 
tion is either complete or virtually so. Since medium term 
rallies usually tend to last three months or more, this would 
suggest that the potential long term pressure will be alleviated. 

^om current levels, next resistance for the dollar index is 
indicated at this past summer’s 95.80 high; a rally decisively 
through that level would allow for a challenge of 97.50-98.00. 
As for support, any near term correction that holds above 
92.50 will likely be best interpreted as a normal reaction in a 
relative new uptrend. A penetration of that 92.50 level would 
allow for a full test of at least the October low (91.76) and 
perhaps the September low (90.29). 

Deutscbemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar’s surge to the DM 1.70 level 
in recent days reflects a sharp narrowing of U.S.-German 
short-term interest rate differentials. The U.S.-German gap in 
two-year rates, which has been closely correlated with the 
Deu{schemark exchange rate in recent years, has narrowed to 
about 125 basis points versus 165 basis points a week ago and 
230 basis points in early May. Mounting evidence that the U.S.^ 
economy is be^nning to experience more robust growth — 
our estimate is 4.2 per cent for the current quarter — has 
pushed money market rates up sharply in the U.S. in recent 
days as short-term interest rates in Germany have dedined. 


Relative business cycle and interest rate trends continue to 
point toward weaker European currencies in the year ahead. 
A 2% dedine in German industrial production in September 
virtually erased a 2.2 per cent gain in the previous month, 
confirming that Germany’s economy continues to stagnate. 

Even if U.S. growth slows back to the 2.5-to-3.0 per cent 
range next year, as is widely expected, U.S. short-term 
interest rates should remain in a relatively narrow range next 
year while short-term rates in Germany fall to 4-4.5 per cent. 
We continue to look for the dollar to reach DM 1.80 and DM 
1.85 over the next six and 12 months respectively. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark dropped 3.2 per cent 
month-to-rnonth versus the U.S. dollar. Long term momen- 
tum has been weak since last October and is likely to remain so 
as long as the currency is unable to rally to and tiirou^ the 
1.60 DM/U.S.$ level. Nonetheless, long term sentiment is 
riewed as overbought and is at levels not seen in 12 months. 
This last point, plus the foct that medium term momeotuxs 
osdllators have peaked, implies that the pressure will be on 
the currency in coming weeks. Finally, the currency’s dedine 
through 1.^ level in recent days has done much to imply that 
any subsequent DM rally uill likely be only a reaction unthin a 
new downtrend, rather &an a full-blow test of the recent higjis 
at 1.59-1.60. 

All of tiiis tends to confirm the view that the current's 
dominant longer term downtrend is still in force. This implies 
that an eventual decline to 1.75 and beyond remains a 
reasonably strong probability. The marl^en cross-rate has 
moved into the benchmark 62-64 trading ran^ even as 
medium term momentum appears to be constructive. Howev- 
er, short term osdllators are weak, and a more severe test 6f 
sufi^rt is likely before the medium term.strengtii cmi reassert 
itself. The 66.50-67.00 level has proven to be good resistance, 
and a decisive ral^ back throu^ that bendicnaiic would dn 
much to signal nirxher strength toward important chart 
resistance at 70-72. 

Pound steriii^ 

Fundamental riew: The pound remained at 1.48 U.S.S/1 but 
traded higher against the DM at DM/: 2.51 due to DM 
weakening versus the dollar. We continue to expect the pound 
to depredate further against the dollar but strengthen a^nst 
the DM, driven largely by proi*- ced changes in short-term 
interest rate differentials. We foi cast a 45 basis point dedine 
in three-month pound Eurorates over the next twelve months 
versus a 30 basis point rise in dollar rates and a 185 basis point 
fall in DM rates. Also underlying the pound's expected 
12-month rise to DM/: 2.61 are our above-consensus forecast 
of 19^ U.K. growth at 3.2 per cent and our below-consensus 
projection of no German growth in 1994. Our 12-m<mth 
forecast for the U.S.S/: rate is 1.41. 

Technical riew: The British pound lost 1.0 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last month. However, the relative strength 
properties for this currency appear to be somewhat stronger 
than tiiose of some of the other European currendes. As vntfa 
those currendes, meAum term momentum has peaked, 
indicating a potential dedine in coming weeks. Unlike those 
currendes. longer term osdUators appear to be bottoming. 
With longer term sentiment only neutral, this currency is 


better portioned for a potential bottom than other European 
currendes. Thus, the antidpated upcoming medium term 
d^ne will have to be monitored closely. There is important 
long term chart support at 1.40-1.42 U.S.S/: and important 
long term momentum support at Sl.36-Sl.37. The ability to 
hold at or above these levels in coming weeks could well 
}mpros« the chance that a longer term bonom is forming. 
More medium terrn support exists near $1.46. Important long 
term resistance exists near $1.60, but there is interim 
resistance in the 1.5S-I.S8 range. 

Versus the DM, sterling has been able to maintain its 
relative strength. However, medium term momentum for the 
cross-rate appears to be bottoming. While such a bonom may 
be delayed for a few weeks by the fact that short term 
osdUators are overbought, when they do bottom, they will 
join already upwardly biased long term indicators. Such a 
development would do much to support the currency's 
developing relative strength position. Nearby resistance exists 
at 2.^2.53. Important support is at 2.43-2.44. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar has pulled back to the 107 
level against the yen in recent days, even as it strengthened 
agunst European currendes. The yen is typically less sensitive 
to interest rate differentials that the European currendes and 
has reacted little to the sharp rise in U.S. short rates in recent 
days. Recent comments by Mr. Fred Bergsten, a Washington- 
based economist whose views are considered influential within 
the Clinton administration, may have helped boost the yen. 
Mr. Bergsten recommended that central banks take concerted 
action if the dollar rises to above the 110 yen level to help 
enforce a target range of lOO-tollO yen. He also noted that 
the yen will need to rise to the 95 level against the dollar to 
euxt^ Japan's current account surplus if Japan's economy 
remains weak. This view is consistent with our forecast for 
furtber yen strength in 1994. Recent Japanese economic data 
continue to point to a “double-dip" recession, with industrial 
production in October expected to foil a sharp 5.9 p>er cent. 
Although Japan's global trade surplus a^aars to have peaked 
in July, its surplus against the U.S. has risen in recent months. 

We would not be suiprised to see the U.S. seek further yen 
appreciation next year if Japan's external surplus remains high 
against the backdrop of a sluggish economy. We maintain our 
6-and 12-month forecasts for the yen/USD rate of 100 and 95 
re s pec ti vely. Over the next twelve months, we look for the yen 
to trade in a broad range of 90-to-110 against the dollar. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 2.3 par cent against 
the U.S. dollar last month for its largest monthly decline since 
October of last year. Nonetheless, long term momentum for 
the yen did conf^ the recent highs and remains downwardly 
biased. At the same time, long term sentiment is near oversold 
and is approaching levels last seen in early 1992 and again in 
early iS^3 — near fairly important yen lows. We are still 
inclined to think that the cunency has the potential to move 
lower, toward the 110-112 JY/U.S.S area. Regardless of 
whether that level is achieved, upcoming weakness will be 
viewed in the context of a still intact long term uptrend. The 
August high near 100 should continue to provide both chart 
and psychological reristance for the currency. 


firms find their own' targets by 
taking risks themselves 
through the removal of various 
government rules and regula- 
tions,” said Mr. Okada of 
Daiwa. 

The latest draft of a key 
adrisory panel to the prime 
minister urged the retnoval, in 
principle, of all government 
regulations on business activ- 
ity, while keeping certain rules 
in secto such as finance, secur- 
ities and real estate. 

ITie planned deregulation 
might create unemployment in 
areas previously protected by 
the government, the econom- 
ists sai± 

Such industries have been 
cocooned by protection from 
international compatition, and 
the economists said exp>osure 
to global market forces might 
lead to restructuring that could 
cost jobs. 


“But, it could also piirovkie 
new sources of demand, and if 
compionies tail to cash in on the 
new demand, corporate mana- 
gers have IU 1 choice but (to) 
actively lay off employees, as 
U.S. companies, do,” Mr. 
Okada said, 

He said firms mufl create 
new demand at their own risk 
rather than keeping oU pro- 
duction lines. 

Japan's unemployment rate 
rose to 2.6 p>er cent in Septem- 
ber, the hipest level in more 
than five years. 

Meanwhile, consumer 
spending keeps dwindling. 

Sales at Japan's major de- 
partment stores axid supermar- 
kets drt^>p}ed 3.7 per cent in 
September from a year ago, 
marking the 16th consecutive 
month of year-on-year de- 
clines. 


S. Korea receives record 
shipbuilding orders 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Korea received a rerord amount of 
overseas shipbuilding orders this year, doubling the vduxne 
garnered by the world’s traditional largest shipbuilder,^ Japan. 

The Korea Shipbuilding Association (^KSA) said the increase 
was “mainly thanks to the. strong yen.” 

South Korea's nine shipyards had received a total of 8.7 million 
gross tonnes of overseas shipbuilding orders, worth more than $7 
billion, during the first 10 months through October. 

The 8.7 million tonnes represented 6.5 times the amount of 
foreign orders South Korea had received during the same period 
last 3 ^ear. It also compared to 4.2 million tons of overseas orders ' 
Japan won during the first nine months to September. 

The KSA said teuth Korean shipyards started having comp>eti- 
tive edges over their Japanese compietitors when the yen rote 
layond 120 yen to the dollar. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 6, 1993 

By Tbwnas S. Pierson. Astr^oger, Carrol! Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This will be a good day to invest 
in yourself and to avoid starting 
new projects. Wind up details 
that you haven't fttiished on post 
activities and get your own house 
in order. Expiect the unexpected. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise to stick to 
tried and proven friends now and 
to keep when some unpre- 
dicuble acting persons axe ifri- 
tating to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
If you are confronted by some 
pT(A>lems that perplex you in the 
world of outside activity maJn- 
tain your cool and look at them 
objectively today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You certainly need to be reticent 
about any new commiimenis of 
any kind today or tonight and to 
handle matters in a manner best 
found to follow your ideas. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider weU whatever 
your promises are and make sure 
that you carry through with them 
in a truly conscientious fashion 
for ri^t results. 

LEO: (July 22 to Au^ 21) AU 
sorts of unusual conditions come 
into the opan but be grateful for 
them since you are ^ven the 
chance to know just where you 
stand in pwblic. 

VIRGO: (Ai^^ 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Your interest in getting 
much of your duties done today 


may be a litde diffiodi so go 
along wifo these in your stride 
and pause when neocssary. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
^r 22) Putm those pieasutes 
and amusements today which are 
simple and not too costly and you 
will have an agreeable time 
which otherwise would not 
haptpen. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Take some tmie 
pqt, now to find out in an aipic- 
abte manner just what you can 
do to make conditions at your 
o>im dwelling more hanaonions 
for whom^er. is there. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Some odd con- 
ditions can happjen in your rela- 
tions with outtm contacts today 
or tonight so keel on a . level ked 
and gain their respieeL 

CAPRICORN: (Decemoer 22 to 
January 20) You want to make 
some drastic dianges in die way 
you add to your assets or incoine 
DOW but such requires much 
further study and analysis. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febniaiy 19) You are ambivalent 
to the means by wfakfa you 
can gain your pieisonal aims and 
you need to decide and then 
proceed cautiou^ to get them. 

nSCES: (February 20 to Mardi 
20) Consider weU what your inti- 
mate loi^gs are and consider 
your various opcioos in order to 
make them a part of your life, 
then piroceed dowly to do so. 



Andy Capp 


“If you can’t get rid of him, can you 
at least get him to help out 
around the house?” 



Now arrange (he circled leners to 
iorm the surprise answer, as sug< 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Saturday’s ^uiLT mouth weasel raqium 

Answer Whai hind ot waiter won't accept a lip'* — 


A DUMB VVAITIR 


' Floranea C. Aidlar 


ACROSS 
1 God of war 

5 Extent of 
Hifhience 

10 Fiber plant 

14 Experienced 
sailor 

15 Repugnant 

16 Pxidar products 

17 Partly open 

18 Side dish 

19 Hue 

20 Champion 
22PutUe 

24 US painter 
27 Potaio^State 

30 Viollniet Mischa 

31 Divest ot 
weapons 

33 Shift course 

34 New Guinea 
port 

37 Neglect 

38 Shallot 

40 Cotton 

41 Pasture 

42 Medical course, 
aoor. 

43 AU — (clumsy) 

45 Over 

46 Palmer of golf 

47 Opera star 

52 Baliei dance 

53 Proht& 

57 Unemployed 

58 Glisten 

61 Vowel sequence 

62 Mona — 

63 Utah mountain 
range 

64 'Peter Pan " 
pooch 

dSSponed 

66 Ruhr city 

67 One-horse 
carnage 

DOVVN 

1 Hurry.up letters 

2 Indian ruler > 

3 Israab airlmo 

4 Boater 
SAntcUope 

6 Tribes * 

7 Cruet contonis 
6 Legume 

9 Natural glh 



Tntwno MaOA Smvcm. UK 
V nqnn Riiaiinas 


to Ooso 

11 Dwlect 

12 Uptight 

13 FaP nowei 
21 Fashion 

deaigrter 
23 Indian desert 

25 Members of a 
Dedeai oibe 

26 Margarine 

27 Worshiped one 

28 Coin 

29 Pan of Earth 
32 Soliloqiiv 

34 Portray 

35 Beth; prefix 

36 Alleviate 

39 Fleet 

40 Proceeding 
from 

42 Sheher 

44 Stop 

45 Sea between 
Greeco and 
Turfiey 

4“ “ out 
(parachutes) 


nmnra irinnnn nfrirar: 
oninn nmiiRn onnn 
nnonnnnnnnnnnnrr 
Qan nnna nnnnon 
nnnn nnnra 
Hnnnnn nnnn nno 
nciann nnnn nnnn 
uinnraanncnnrannnnn 
nenu nnnn nnnnn 
onn nnon cinnnnn 
nnon nnnn 
□cinnnn nnmn nnn 
QmnnBnnnmnnnnnn 
□□□n nnnun nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


46 Actor Afeen 

49 Tifsio" 

50 Incensed 

51 AKA(Uke) 
Genova 


SABnrat^. 
55 1492 veseel 
66 0eMrg«it 
S9Reur-de — 
60l9nr.olt. 
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BIS decisio A hurts Arab development 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (A^) — A decision by 
the Bank of International Set- 
tlement (BIS^ on lending acti- 
vities worldwide is expected lo 
complicate attempts by poor 
Arab states to heal their ailing 
economies, regional experts 
have said. 

The decidon by BIS's Basel 
committee classified all Arab 
states, except Saudi Arabia, as 
high-risk areas in loan .opera- 
tions, triggering protests bom 
many of them on the ground 
they enjoyed a robust financial, 
position. 

“It has become more diffi- 
cult for Arab states to obtain 
loans from international mar- 


kets because .of that classifica- 
tion,'’ the Kuwait -based Arab 
Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (ACIG) said in a 
study to an Arab investment 
conference in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). “This could 
afreet development at a time 
when several Arab nations 
have launched reforms." 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and exporter, 
was excluded from the classi- 
fication because it is the fifth 
Ivgest creditor to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMi^, 
delegates to the conference 
said. 

It has maintained that rank 
though its reserves with the 


Washington-based IMF has 
steadily shrunk as it was con- 
stantly forced to withdraw 
from the funds to shore up a 
persistent budget deficit 
caused by a fall in oil prices. 

Official Arab figures showed 
the Saudi reserves, including 
gold, stood at $11.6 Ullion at 
the end of 1991 compared with 
S16.7 biUion in 1989, S22.6 
billion in 1967 and $25 billion 
in 1985. 

Gulf states have said they 
were taldng measures to con- 
solidate their finandal position 
to persuade Basel committee 
to revise its dedsion, which 
was enforced at the start of 
1993. 


The measures indude re- 
forms in the banking sector to 
e.nsure all banks meet a BIS 
floor of eight per cent for 
capital adequacy, the ratio 
bnween shareholders equities 
and assets. 

They also included boosting 
their reserves with IMF. Arab 
League figures showed the re- 
serves of most members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) have steadily increased 
since BIS made its proposals in 
1988. 

The UAE’s reserves in- 
creased to $5.3 binioR in 1991 
from $4.4 Itillion in 1988 while 
those of Kuwait rose to $3.4 
billion from $1.9 billion in the 


same period. 

Oman boosted them to $1.66 
billion from around $1 billion, 
Bahrain to neaiiy $U billion 
from $1.2 union and Qatar to 
$632.2 million from $474.5 mil- 
lion. 

“Gulf states and other Arab 
oil producers will hardly be 
affected by the BIS dectrion as 
they r^iy resort to foreign 
borrowing. Even if they seek 
loans from international mar- 
kets, they will not find any 
difficulty because their finan- 
dal position is still strong," 
said a delegate at the confer- 
ence. 

“Most other Arab League 
members will suffer as they are 


in a bad need of funds to 
finance refonns at a time when 
aid and remittances from the 
Gulf have sharply fallen and 
their debt has steadily |rown. 
There is no doubt, tlus will 
slow down reforms and afreet 
domestic development.” 

According to the ACIG 
study, Arab states have heavily 
depended on loans to finance 
development in the past two 
decades. Between 1973 and 
1990, Arabs borrowed $116 
billion while loans and other 
development funds totalled 
$180 bUlion, of which $47 bil- 
lion came from oil-ridi mem- 
bers. 


Kuwait central bank 
offers help with mergers 


Greek government sends inspectors 
into streets to curb tax evasion 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
central bank governor has said 
mergers were the b^ method 
of tackling excess banking 
capacity but he would not force 
batinks to merge. 

“The Central Bank of 
Knrat will offer all help and 
advice possible to make mer- 
ger operations succeed, as they 
are .tte best way of reorganis- 
ing the banking and fmaneiai 
sector, uplifting its perform- 
ance and advancing it," ^eikh 
Salem Abdnl Aziz A1 Sabah 
told a conference on bank mer- 
gers. 

“The Central Bank of 
Kuwait does not seek to im- 
pose mergers on units of tte 


banking and financial sector,” 
be said. The dedsion to merge 
shonld arise from the conv^ 
tion of the units that want to 
me^ and with the approval of 
their general meetmgs. The 
central bank does not encour-. 
age mergers as an aim in them- 
selves, but as a means of 
adiieving the 5 >ublic interest.'* 

Among banks most often 
mentioned as candidates for 
mergers are Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait, Bank of Kuwait and 
the hGddle East and the two 
qjedalist banks, Kuwait Real 
Estate Bank and the Indusfrial 
Bank of Kuwait. 

Sheikh Salem said his beUef 
that mergers could be an im- 


portant tool in the manage- 
ment of the banking sector bad 
increased since Ir^’s 1990-91 
occupation **u4uch had a ne^- 
dve effect eq)eciaUy on the 
banking and fuiand^ sector." 

He said mergers could 
adueve the following goals: 

— Creation of large banking 
nnits which enjoy^ a solid' 

finanrial base. 

— Preserving the safety and 
stability of the banidng sector 
by forming units with strong 
financial components. 

— Matdiing the number of 
banks and financial units to 
Kuwait’s present circumst- 
ances. ■ 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece’s 
neu4y-elect^ Socialist govern- 
ment has intenafied effinis to 
trim a budget defidt by diasing 
after tax offenders, but the 
attendant publicity has 
angered shopkeepers. 

The Socialists, udio beat ont 
a conservative administration 
in Oct. 10 elections, scrapped a 
privatisation prograinme that 
was expected to infose the 1992 
budget with about $1.5 billion. 

So tiiey are ont to get some 
of the one trillion dracAmas ($4 
l^on) estimated to be 
anonally throng tax evasion. 

Sixty-seven teams of inqieo- 
tors Imve been combing the 
streets of the capital since last 
week, dieddng wbedier stop- 
pers have been getting receipts 


from shopkeepers, as the law 
demands. 

Stoppers face a fine of up to 
5,000 oradimas ($20) while 
o^ndhig sh(»keepers be 
fined up to ^,000 dradunas 
($800). The inspections are 
due to qnead oounttywide. 

The finance ministry said 
Friday tiiat 47 violations were 
recorded among 1,000 people 
diecked Thursday. 

“This is a percentage of 4.7 
per cent," said Theodoros 
Tiianta^llon, a spokesman for 
the Union of Trade Assoda- 
tioos. “It shows that it is not the 
merdiants who are the tax 
evaders." 

Shopkeepers feel terrorised 
by the crackdown. A grocery 
store deik chieed a reporter 


into the street to hand him his 
receipt left on the counter after 
he bought a cheese pie. 

The crackdown on tax eva- 
sion has received wide public- 
ity in the news media. 

Merdiants complained to fi- 
nance undersecretary Dinritris 
Georgakopoulos that they 
were bemg angjed out while 
otiier groups, fito doctors and 
lawyers, were not being in- 
spected. 

“The Hamage fr botb etlucal 
and material, b^nse it cre- 
ates a sitnation in wbidi the 
market is frozen," Mr. Trian- 
tatyUou said in a telephone 
interview. “Similar checks 
have been carried out before, 
but not with tins pubfidty.” 
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N. Korea may attack SoMtlt 




ELMENDORF AIR FORCE 
BASE, Alaska (Agencies) — 
North Korea has massed 70 per 
cent of its military force near 
South Korea and oii^t launch 
a desperate conventional 
attack qiarfced by hunger and 
economic frustration in Pyon- 
gyang, a senior U.S. defence 
official said Friday. 

‘The North Koreans have 
continued to increase their 
production of (military) equip- 
ment They are more fbrva^ 
deployed and I think we may 
be entering a land of danger 
zone here,” said the ofScial, 
flying home to Washington 
frvm Seoul with Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin. 

“These guys (North Ko- 
reans)* are starving” and may 
feel that “you can either starve 
or get kill^ in a war,” said the 
offidal, warning that North 
Korea wonid certainly lose 
sudi a war bnt that rational 
tinnldng might not carry the 
day in Pyongyang. 

The offidal, who asked not 
to be identifred, told reporters 
that new poUtical reality and a 
buildup of Northern forces on 
the border since 1990 have 
moved the United States and 
South Korea to reassess the 
military balance to determine 
if their forces should be streng- 
thened. 

Mr. Asian held three days of 


talks with offidab in Japan and 
South Korea 'this week on fears 
that North Korea is carrying 
out a secret programme to 
develop nuclear weapons. 

A heavily armed North Ko- 
rean military of 1.1 million 
troops faces 700,000 South Ko- 
rean and 37,000 American 
troops on the troubled penin- 
sula, where the Korean War 
ended in an uneasy aimisdce in 
1953. 

About 70 per cent of the 
North Korean force is now 
within striking range of South 
Korea, the offidal said. 

There was no indication if or 
when a North Korean attack 
mi^t come, the offidal added, 
Init a shattered economy and 
outside pressure ou Pyongyang 
to Jialt its alleged quest for 
nuclear arms has suddenly 
changed the scenario on the 
peninsula. The offidal said 
there was no way of telling 
what North Korea, headed by 
81-year-old supreme leader 
Kim D-Sung, mi^t be plan- 
ning in the face of growing 
international isolation and a 
cutoff in military support from 
the former Soviet Union and 
^na. 

“We ought to think our way 
through sraat they might be 
thinking about and what might 
range them to make a grave 


miscalculation,” the offidal 
told reporters. 

He noted that North Korea’s 
military, while heavily armed, 
was suffering from a lack of 
fuel and re^lar training. 

But deroite warning from 
the United States that it could 
face international sanctions. 
North Korea has refused to 
open its nuclear fodlities to 
inspection by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, 
(IAEA) and resolve concerns 
that it b trying to build nudear 
arms. 

“They have moved their 
forces further forward. It's 
now, 1 think, 70 per cent up 
right close to the border in the 
last three years or so,” the 
of^a! said Friday. “And they 
are saying that 1995 b the year 
that they are going to reunify 
the peninsula by force.” 

‘There b no question, I 
think, by any objective obser- 
ver about how thb thing (a 
war) would turn out,” the offi- 
dal said. 

Meanwhile, North Korea, 
apparently d^rau^t over a 
U.N. resolution on its nuclear 
inspection issue, has called its 
Central Party Committee into 
an emergency session to dis- 
cuss countermeasures, news 
reports said Friday. 

It also reportedly comman- 
ded its troops to crop their hair 


short and increase combat 
alert. 

South Korean newspapers, 
quoting an unnamed senior 
government official, said that 
the Central Committee of the 
North's ruling •(Communist) 
Workers’ Party will convene 
next week, about one month 
ahead of schedule. 

The North Korean moves 
appear related to mounting 
nudear tensions on the penin- 
sula. the papers quoted the 
same official as sa^^ng. 

The Central Committee, 
made up of about 140 dele- 
^tes, U the supreme organisa- 
tion of the Communist North’s 
ruling party. 

The Central Committee 
meeting was called after the 
U.N. General Assembly 
adopted a resolution Monday 
urging the North to comply 
with obligations and inspec- 
tions under an international 
nuclear controb treaty which it 
joined in 1985, the papers said. 

North Korea denounced the 
resolution as encroadung on 
its sovereignty. 

Upset by the U.N. resolu- 
tion, North Korea cancelled a 
scheduled meeting thb week 
witi) the South to protest iriiat 
it called a belligerent statement 
by South Korean Defence 
Minbter Kwon Yong-Hae. 


Bosnia troops loot Vares, block food convoy 


SARAJEVO (Agendas) — 
Bosnian army troops bioc^ a 
U.N. food convoy to reftigees 
from the captured Croat pock- 
et of Vares after undisciplined 
tioc^ from thb mainly Mus- 
lim force went on a looting 
^)ree in the beleaguered town, 
U.N. military and aid ofr^ab 
said Friday. 

At one point Thursday local 
Bosnian army commanders ’ 
asked U.N. Protection Force 
troops to help them control the 
situation bnt the request was 
turned down since it was out- 
side the forces’ mandate, a 
U.N. military spokesman said. 

Several hundred troops from 
the army’s Seventh Brigade 
Thmsday blocked a U.N. con- 
VOT carrying food supplies to 
£20 refugees, including around 
100 Bosnian Croats, sheltering 
at the camp of Swedbh U.N. 
troops a few kilometies nor^- 
of Vares. 

The convoy was only 
allowed through after the 
arrival of French U.N. troops 
sent from Sarajevo. 

Troops from the Seventh 
Brigade began looting televi- 


sions and audio equipment 
from deserted homes after 
seiang Vares Wednesday, said 
Lt-Col. Bill Aikman, spokes- 
man for the U.N. Protection 
Force here. 

“We have received reports 
of systematic looting in the 
sense of televisions, stereos, 
you name it, being moved 
out,*’ Col. Aikman said. 

’The second Corps coming 
from the north advised UN- 
PROFOR forces in the area in 
th? afternoon that they were 
concerned about the rituation 
in the town of Vares and ^ked 
them to help resolve the situa- 
tion. 

“We are not in the business 
of trying to control corps of 
annies of any party in the 
conflict, so we could not do 
that,” Col. Aikman said. 

Hie spokesman said he had 
been told a battalion of Bos- 
nian police was being sent to 
the area Friday to help restore 
the situation. 

Ray Wilkinson, qx>kesman 
for the office of the U.N. Iflgh 
Commissioner for Refrigees 
(UNHCR) here, said when 


Seventii Brigade troops en- 
tered the town the “situation 
began to change and deterio- 
rate rirtually immediately. 

‘The UNHCR sent an 
emergency food convoy to 
Nordbat (Scandinavian U.N. 
Battalion) headquarters to 
feed the people sheltering 
there. 

“It was stopped by several 
hundred soldiers of the 
Seventh Brigade clustered 
around one check-point. 

“They simply refused to 
-allow it forward,*' he said, until 
French U.N. reinforcements 
arrived. 

Sarajevo's southern front 
lines were hit by low-level but 
almost constant small arms, 
heavy machine gun and mortar 
fire overnight. 

Residente said the shooting 
abated as a rainy, misty dawn 
broke in the Basrian capital. 

Croatian radio said Croatian 
army positions behind the 
Adriatic coastal town of Biog- 
rad came under Serb fire, 
while the toyni itself was hit by 
three artiDeiy shelb. 

In Belgrade, Serbian Presi- 


dent Slobodan Milosevic has 
declared war on his former 
extreme rigfatwing ally, the 
radical party of Vojislav Seselj. 
arresting IS party militants on 
charges of terrorism, murder 
and banditry ahead of snap 
electioDS next month. 

The militants, all members 
of the party’s paramilitary 
formations, were arrested late 
Thursday in Belgrade and four 
provincial cities, Bel^ade 
Televbion reported quoting a 
communiqne from the Interior 
Mjnbtry. 

It is tile first time that Ser- 
bian authorities have engaged 
in a head-on confrontation 
with Seseij’s militia, which 
numbers around 2,000 aimed 
men according to foreign ex- 
perts and nearly 8,000, accord- 
ing to the Yugoslav military. 

With early elections for tte 
Serbian parliament called for 
Dec. 20, Mr. Milosevic’s Ser- 
bian Socialist Party (ex- 
Communist) spectacularly split 
with Seselj after a year's coali- 
tion, whidi had flowed the 
Socialists to govern. 


Talks with Kashmir rebels resume amid curfews 


SRINAGAR,' India (Agen- 
cies) — A new negotiator re- 
sumed talks Friday with die- 
ha^ Muslim guerrillas entren- 
ched in the b^eged Haziatbal 
Mosque as riot police clamped 
a strict curfew and broke up 
sporadic Kashmiri street pro- 
tests. 

Mehmood Ur Rehman, a 
senior Kashmir administration 
ol^al, held three rounds of 
talks with rebel leaden inside 
the lakeside mosque in an 
effort to end the impasse, 
whi^ entered its 21st day, but 
he made no headway, the 
police said. 

Mr. Rehman replaced Wa- 
jahat HabibuUah, who was cri- 
tically injured Thursday when 
his car collided with an aimy 
truck. He was bosfritalised in a 
coma in a setback to the efforts 
for a settlement. 


Mr. Habibullah had been 
heading the tortuous negotia- 
tions with the SO armed mili- 
tants to persuade them to sur- 
render and release 60 to 70 
civilians who also have been 
trapped in the mosque since 
the night of Oct. IS. 

Kashmir Police Chief Man- 
ohear Nath Sabharwal told re- 
porten that the guerrillas were 
still rigidly holdmg out, block- 
ing a settlement that the Indian 
government insists should be 
within the “bounds of law.” 

He refused to disclose de- 
tails citing “the delicate nature 
of the negotiations,” which re- 
sumed after a day's standstill. 

The rebels have demanded 
that the army lift the riege of 
Hazratba! and also insisted on 
safe passage. Botii conditions 
have been rejected by the gov- 


ernment. 

As the standoff continued, 
riot police using bamboo staves 
and tear gas scattered several 
hundred Kashmiri Muslim de- 
monstrators who gathered on 
the streets and attempted to set 
off for Hazratbal, witnesses 
said. 

Some 400 worshippers 
shouting “we want freedom” 
and ‘Gt^ is great” emerged 
from a mosque in the Sonawar 
area ater the weekly Friday 
prayers and were di^iersed. 

Similar demonstrations were 
staged in four other neighbour- 
ho^ and scattered with mini- 
mum use of force, and no 
major violence was reported, 
senior superintendent of police 
Rmn LuUiaya said. 

A strict citffew was damped 
on and paramilitary troops de- 
I^oyed in strength in Srinagar. 


A series of Indian regional 
elections begin Saturday that 
could prove critical for Prime 
Minister P.V. Naraamha Rao 
and the hi^ ambitions of the 
opposition Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

Four of the five states which 
vote for new assemblies over 
the next three weeks were 
ruled by tiie BJP until Mr. Rao 
dismisred their governments 
and put them under central 
rule after Hindu extremists 
tore down a northern mosque 
last December. 

The Hindu nationalists may 
have to win them all bade and 
take Delhi, which votes Satur- 
day for its first ever assembly, 
to maintain the momentum 
that has taken the BJP from 
the political fringes to centre 
sta^ in less than decade. 


Malibu fire declared under control; 2 more die 


MALIBU, California (R) — 
Weary firefi^ters declared the 
wildfires that roared through 
Malibu's celebrity enclaves 
under control early Friday as 
the death toll from the blazes 
rose to three. 

Movie stars and other resi- 
dents returned to scenes of 
devastation in their exdusive 
endave. 

■ The diarred bodies of two 
people were found in- the 
bora^-out remains of a car 
late Thursday, the bodies so 
b^y burned it was impossible 
even to identify their sex, a I.os 
Angeles County SherifFs 
spokeanan said. 

Spokesman Rich Erickson 
said the bodies were disco- 
vered by a sheriff’s helicopter 
pilot surveying the scene of 
destruction. “He saw the 
buxned-out car and then real-, 
ised there were two bodies in 
it,” the spokesman said. 

“The vehide was so badly' 
burned it was impossible to tell 
the make of the car or the sex 
of the p^Ie in it,” he said. 

The grim discoveiy brought 
the number of victims ^m the 
Malibu blaze — a replay of the 
firestonns that plagued south- 
ern California last week — to . 
tiiree. 


Britidi movie director and 
screen writer Duncan Gibbins, 
41, died late Wednesday after 
suffering burns over 95 per 
cent of his body while trying to 
save his cat. 

The cat survived the fires 
and was being cared for at an 
animal centre. 

A Los Angeles county fire 
spokesman send the fire — tiie 
latest of 18 blazes — was 100 
•per cent contained eariy Fri- 
day. and that the few ^)ot fires 
that remained were well away 
from inhabited areas. 

Authorities also said the 
deadly blaze was Ae work of 
■an arsonist. Los Angeles 
County *RFe' Department in- 
vestigator Jerry Beck said 
either a match or a cigarette 
lighter had been used to ignite 
the tinder-d^ brush. 

A $250, 00(1 reward has beeit 
offered for information leading 
to the arrest of the arsonist. 
Hie fire destroyed 350 homes 
in Malibu and left at least 1,000 
people homeless. 

More than 120 people, ^xiut 
half of them firefighters, were 
injured in the firestorm. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
announced it would open an 
office in Malibu to deal with 


applications for help. 

Four other FEMA centres 
were opened in the last week in 
soutfacfn California to handle 
claims from a series of fires- 
tonns that have devastated the 
area. 

In all, more than 1,000 
homes have been destroyed, 
thousands have been made 
homeless and property damage 
has been estimated at SI biliion 
in five southern California 
counties since Oct. 26, making 
it one of the worst disa^rs in 
California’s history. 

Weary fire crew were aided 
by cooler, calmer weather 
Tnursday, conditions expected 
to continue into next week. 

Authtnities raid the cooler 
weather, coupled with higher 
humidity, would allow firefigh- 
ters to snuff out the remaining 
hot spots. 

Gibbins, 41 , was an up-and- 
coming Hollywood figure 
whose credits included the 
films Fre With Fire and Eve 
Of Destruction. 

.\uthorities said Gibbin's 
death was being treated as a 
homicide, meaning that mur- 
der charges could be filed if the 
person ^o set the Malibu fire 
was can^t. 

Residents trickled back to 


• sun’ey the destruction Thurs- 
day, some standing dazed and 
tearful in the wreckage of their 
homes. 

“Things are getting under 
control, but the Hamaa^ 15 
dene,” said Fire Department 
spokesman Steve Ruda. 

Tbe S4 million carbon ca-‘ 
nyon mansion a^r Sean Penn 
once shared with ex-wife 
Madonna lay in smouldering 
ruins. 

“We got lucky and Sean 
didn’t, and that’s too bad,” 
said his neighbour, actor Ed 
Harris, who returned to his 
estate Thursday to find it vir- 
tually unscathed. 

Penn bad been living in the 
house with his girlfriend, 
Robin Wright, and her chil- 
dren from a previous marriage. 

Actress All McGraw’s ex- 
pensive hillside home was also 
destroyed and ^e issued a 
statement thankiiig firefighters . 
‘Tor their extraordinary efforts 
in saving so many people's 
lives.” 

As fires licked the edges of 
his Serra Retreat randi, tou^- 
guy actor Charles Bronson 
rnshed to save his three do^ 
but left his pet goose behind to 
fend for itself in his swimming 
pool. It survived along with his 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Japan LDP loses another defector 

TOKYO (R) — Another member of Japan’s main opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has defected to the govern- 
ment in disgust at the LDP's stubborn resistance to ending 
political com^tion, his aides said Friday. Lower house 
member Kenji Yamaoka's defection hit the party hard, 
coming just before the LDP was to enter crudal talks with 
Prime Minister Morifairo Hosokawa’s coaHtion on a key 
political reform measure now stalled in parliament. Top 
negotiators from the two sides were due to meet later Friday in 
an attempt to break the logjam. Meanwhile top politician 
Ichiro Ozawa, one of the kingpins of Japan’s ruling coalition, 
admitted Friday he took money from a building firm but said 
the sums were leg^ pxilitical donations, Kyodo News Agency 
reponed. Earlier Friday, the daily Asahi Shimbun . said Mr. 
Ozawa, now co-leader of Shinseito (the Japan Renewal 
Party), regularly took big unreported ca^ gifts from construc- 
tion ^am Kajima Corp., which is at the heart of a qireading 
payoff scand^. Commenting the report, Mr. Ozawa told 
reporters he thought the donations from Kajima were legal, 
Kyodo said. Asahi quoted sources dose to Shinji Kiyoyama, 
senior vice president of Kajima, as saying he handed Mr. 
Ozawa gifts of five million yen ($46,000) every six months for 
several years. “The (Asahi) report is a curious one. They (the 
Kajima funds) were legal donations,” Kyodo quoted Mr. 
Ozawa as saying. 

U.S. presses China on human rights 

MANILA (AFP) — The U.S. State Department warned' 
China Friday to improve its human rights record swiftly or' 
forfeit its most favoured nation (MFN) trading status next year 
despite growing high-level contacts. Winston Lord, assistant 
secretary of state for East Asian and Padfic affairs, said in a 
video ctmference with Asian capitals that a planned meeting in 
Seattle this month between presidents Bill Qinton and Jiang 
Zemin was “a very important event.” He said talks at lower 
levels so far had produced no “substantive progress” although 
the “tone of our relationship” has “somewhat improved.” 
“We must have rapid, early progress on human rights in order 
to preserve MFN next spring,” Mr. Lord said as he fielded 
questions from Asian offals, experts and journalists in a live 
broadcast. 

U.S. approves $22b to fight crime 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Senate has approved $22 billion 
in funds to fight violent crime by hiring 100,(X)0 more police 
officers and building more prisons. The money was part of an 
amendment added to a sweeping anti-crime bill being consi- 
dered by the Senate. The amendment was drafted by Senator 
Robert Byrd, a West Vir^nia Democrat, with Republican 
support. T consider the crime problem a major crisis that is 
getting worse and worse eveiy day,” Sen. Byrd said before the 
94-4 vote. The money would come from a trust fund using 
money saved from a reduction in federal employees expected 
through a government reorganisation plan. Earlier, the House 
Jutficiaiy Committee pass^ a separate bill to set a five-day 
national waiting peri<^ for handgun sales. The legislation, 
known as the Brady Bill for former White House Press 
Secretary James Brady, may be voted on in the full House of 
Representatives next week. The Senate is also expected to 
take It up this month. Mr. Brady was shot and crippled during 
the 1981 assassination attempt against President Ronald 
Reagan. 

'Ukraine warheads In alarming state' 

MOSepW (R) — Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
smd Friday Moscow had received extremely alarming infonna- 
tion from Ukraine about the state of nuclear warheads in the 
republic, ITAR-TASS news agen<^ reported. Mr. Kozyrev 
told TASS that the waiheads had deteriorated so i^ly it 
could lead to a tragedy “much worse than Chernobyl.” Mr. 
Kozyrev spoke to TASS before he flew to the Ukrainiw city of 
Odessa for talks about the nuclear warheads, which Kiev is 
refusing to ship to Russia as agreed until it is paid compensa- 
tion. “‘Literally in the last few hours* we have been receiving 
extremely alarming information from Ukrainian representa- 
tives themselves about the technical state of a number of 
rockets, Kozyrev said, TASS reported. “The technical state of 
some of the warheads could lead to a tr^edy much worse than 
Chernobyl,” the minister underlined. Ukr^e has agreed to 
dismantle its nuclear arsenal but is reristing Western pressure 
to hand the warheads to Russia for destruction. 

Kohl hits back at critics of EC union 

BONN (AFP) — Qiancellor Helmut Kohl lashed out Friday 
at Germans who bitterly criticised European union >h« week, 
including from his own coalition, saying he did not want to see 
the goal turn into just “an improved free-trade zone.” “We 
need Europe, especially us Germans,” Mr. Kohl said in a 
statement to the Bundesrat, or upper house of parliament, 
aMressed to “those who have had enou^ of Europe.” He was 
ainmg at Edmund Stoiber, bead of the Christian SnriaK^ 
Union (CSU), the Bavarian branch of Mr. Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats (CDU). Mr. Stoiber defied Mr. Kohl Ttiesday by 
oiling for a clean break fro the united Europe policies 
Germany has pursued since the days of post-war Chan /^nnf 
Konrad Adenauer (1949-1963). “We no longer want a federal 
Europe,” Mr. Stoiber said. His remarks, an implicit a t tac k on 
the central plank of Mr. Kohl’s policies since he took office in 
1982, came a day after the Maastricht Treaty went into foice, 
transforming the 12-nation Eurqsean Community (EC) into a 
European union. * ' 


ANC army 
announces 
big peace 
drive in 
townships 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The Affican National Congress 
(ANC) army Friday 
i annouiK^ a major drive for 
peace in black townships, m- 
eluding the creation of self- 
protection units and jmnt pat- . 
rols wito police and the ^lu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(DFP). 

Oupa Monareng, re^onal 
commissar of UmJehonto We 
Sizwe (Spear Of The Nation, 
or MK), told a news oonfer- 
enoe that MK plaxuied to play a 
key role in curbing rioience 
and creating a dimate for free 
politi^ ac^ty in black areas. 

He said the regional MK 
command had caUed a con- 
sultative conference this 
week^ with its allies, includ- 
ing the South African Com- 
munist Party and tiie ANC 
youth and women’s leones, to 
draw up a joint strategy to 
combat riolence. 

The main focus would be on 
the battleground belt of 
townships east of here, centred 
on Tokoza and Katlehong, 
where an average six to seven 
people a dajf are being lolled in 
fierce political figjiting, Mr. 
^^nareng said. 

Among the strategies prop- 
osed by MK were the trans- 
formation of current single- 
party self-defence units into 
multi-party self-protection un- 
its as prescribed by the 1991 
nationd pe^ acrord agned 
by most major parties. 

Unlike the self-tiefenoe un- 
its, which are blamed for fan- 
ning rather than curbing vio- 
lence, the protection units 
would be recognised by all 
parties, licensed, properly 
equipped and fiill][ monitored, 
Monareng said. 

MK also planned to encour- 
age common^ polkmg and 
gear itself for involvement in a 
proposed national peacekeep- 
ing force to be formed ahead of 
the country's first all-race elec- 
tions next April, be added. 

The ANCs d^uty regional 
secretary, Obed Bapela, said 
MK was ready to take in 
joint patrols in the troubled 
areas witii IFF and any unit of 
.the police other than ^ Inters 
nal Stability Unit (ISU) — the 
riot st^uad. 

Eariier this week, the ANC 
distanced itself from a police 
statement announcing the joint 
patrols, but Mr. Biqsela said 
this qsplied <»ily to patrols 
with the ISU, wlucfa the orga- 
nisation daims is bebiDd tiie 
violence. 

, He stressed, however, that 
fiirtiier discussion on the com- 
manding and truning of the 
-units was essential. 

Mr. Bapela reiterated an 
ANC call to the withdrawal of 
the ISU from East Rand 
townships, saying it was a “<fis- 
credited force.” 

Police dmiy that the ISU is 
fuelling the violence and warns 
against la^ scale bloodletting 
if the unit is withdrawn. 

The police blames the vio- 
lence on fierce rivalry between 
IFP and ANC. 

Nceba S^aya, an ANC offi- 
dal from Tokoza, told the 
pres conference that Tokoza 
residents would launch a 
“programme of action” Mon- 
day to force out the ISU. 

The fvogramme would in- 
dude a consumer boycott of 
the nearly white towns of ^r- 
miston and Alberton.« ' 



Adress All McGraw attempts to 
tos in the ashes of her bou 

home. 

Bruce Willis and Demi 
Moore's house escaped un- 
scathed afrer it was ringed by 
fire, but their new black Pros- 
che was coated with ash. 

Flames raced by homes own- 
ed by Richard Gere, Mel Gib- 
son, Dick Van Dyke and Amy 


locate memen- 
se whkh was 


destroyed when wildfire whipped thrmig h MaU- 
ba in CaBIbniia (AFP photo) 


Madigan, but their houses suf- 
fered no major damage. 

Actor Gary Busey defied the 
' fires and stayed put. His borne 
survived intact. 

Zsa Zsa Gabor offered her 
stables to house other celebri- 
ties’ houses left homel^. “If 


the animals need me. I'll be 
there,” she said. 

Malibu showed its gratitude 
to a S,000>«trong army of fire- 
fighters. Many were treated to 
fr^ meals at three-star res- 
taurants. A chiropractor to the 
stars offered back rubs without 
charge. 


Mother convI^M >i ' 
of killing 1 

trackstar 

PHILADELPHIA (R) - ! 

43-year-old woman was 
victed of murderii^ hec.l% -.\ 
yearKild dauAter, a natiwu^t,V 
ranked track star. ,The jaw. ■ * 
convicted the woman, Vivith^. 

IGng, of third-degree murd^^ 
a conviction that emrid senK 
Mrs. King to prison to a aoi^ 
i imum of 20 yean. The 
secution contended that . 

King shot her ttavughter, ' 

' schocri semor Shilie Thnier, m3 - 
a drunken rage that residted. v 
from arguments over the - 

her daughter kept and 
friends she had. Pnneciitori-^ 
h^ soD^t a fir5^dcg^ec rnurT ^ 
der conviction tiiat would havgrir' . 
earned the death penal^. The 
girl’s body was found m the 
city's sprawling Fairmounv;^ 

IM on Feb. 20, a month sftet 3 - 
Mrs. IGng reported her dai^..^ 
ter missiiig. She was shot ' 

, times and covered with leaves, . ■ 

*twi^ and a piece of Unolemft.' r ! 

Mrs. King was a suspect ilmotf V ' 
from the first day of the inves^jS 
tigation into the kilfing of 
teenimer, who had beM a star/.~; . 
on toe William Penh ' 

School trade team. Mrs. Kmg'v ' 

‘went to police on March o'- , 
toli^ if she were a target 
ttieir investigation and undei^ .’^! * 
went 10 hotus <rf qu^oniog* -' ' 
that led to a emfesion. 
the interview was not tape re^jt'^ 
corded and the defence coo; 
ten^ that the OMifession was! ’ 
coerced. Defence lawyers,^, 
argued the IdUing was the re= * 
sun of a robbery. The defei^'!*^' 
also pointed to ineonsistendes:''’?' 
inthestate'scase,diiefaDiong' 
tiiem diat the murder weapmi 
and the defendant's guns were'"*- 
of different calibers The onu^’^ 
der weapon was w. - er fonnd;'^' 

Picasso collfiK^ion *^lHbd9r S 
sells for $32m 

NEW YORK (R) — Sothehy’i • 
sold an entire private colto«,--; 
tion of 88 works by Picasso to . . 

^ mflOon, enifing two days of ’ 
auctions of impr^'onist and*.' 
modern art on a hi^ note. In a 
ni^t that made up hi entitu-.-' ' 
riasm what it lacked in high-,.* 
drama, the auction house mat'. 
aged to raise $1 million more.-; 
than the presale estimate^ y. \ 
to the sale. The success of. dMt:.;.’ 

Picasso sale and two d^ o(l-rS 
solid sales of unpicssionitt and^.- . 
modern art means that-.t^ • • - 

Sotheby’s has now earned $9^ : > 
miUion, die highest total in Hs,-., ' 
biaimua! auctions smet thesit' 
market collapsed in the spriiv;v- 
of 1991. The top price at the..-,; 

Ucasso auctimi was S4.4 mfl- 
Hon, paid 1^ a private Amer: 
ican buyer to a large I93^..^r : 
jMinring entitied “Femmes Et;"‘ 

Enfents Au Bord De la Mer.’’ 

Seven of the otiier tap IQ _ , . 
mices topped SI millicm. A 
nill-length preparatory sketch ! ! 
for tiie punting “L’Acteur” ; ^ r*. 

sold for $1.02 minion, and a 
death-mask crayon self-por- 
trait, made shortly befere the 
artist died, sold for almost 
$500,000 — five tunes the pre- • 
sale high estimate. Officials at;. ! 
the auction house said they- : 
were detighted by the results (»;• ; 
the sale, sa^ng it proved the* ' * 
market was strong enoi^ tb * i 
absorb all the Picassos offered^ ! ' 
for sale without Siiiching. “li . ‘ 
think this is a very healthy . 
sign,” said David Nash, direc- : 
tor of tiie Immessionist aruT- ; 

Modem Art Department ot - 
Sotheby’s International. 

Sixties hit doses 
after loss-making 
run 

LONDON (AP) — Hair, the 
sixties hit musical, is to dose ' 
on Nov. 20 after a two-monthi 
loss-making tun, the Old Vi4 
Theatre announced Thursday. ! 

The 26 members of the cast, 
and 11 musidans agreed twer 
weeks ago to take a S per certi • 
pay cut in an attempt to stave • 
off dosure. “The company’s'.- 
genercehy gave ns a stay of . 
execution tot sadly businesti- «. 

shows no sign of building • = 

beyond November, and the' 
producer David NCnnsh has* 
decided reluctantly to dose the 
show,” said executive produc;^ 
erAndrewLeigh.Eveothoagh»..ji .' 
three-quarters of the seats .‘4:- . 
were sold the updated product * 
tion of the 1968 peace and love:! 
classic was losing £15,000' 

($22,500) a week when the ptf ' 
cut was Mireed. The £1.5 miU- - 
Bon ($2.25 milUon) production 
opened Sept. 14 with -a casr ‘ 
induding American actor Pan! 

Hipp (Buddy), Australian ; 
beaithrob Felice Arena (froip [ 
tiie TV soap Nei^bours), and * 
pop angers Sinitia and Pepsi • ' • 

Lawrie Demacque. Baf- ‘‘ ^ 

rowman. boro in Soodand but w 1 ' ■ . 

raised in the Untied Statess. t ^ 
plays the pivotal role of the ; i 
doomed G&ude. The show wah > = 
co-produccd by Mirvish.. the ; 

Canadiau owner bf the 
seat Old Vic thutre with his ; .. 
brother, Ed, and real-estate *$ 
tycoon Abe Hirschfeld, sriio*^' 
made waves in New York ear- A 
Her tills year when he attemp*. 
ted to toy the banknnM 
York Post, ^ - 
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enna takes provisional pole for Australian GP 


OHAIDE, Australia (R)— 
: Aymm Seima ^ 

. aced his most stanniDa q^- 

. breaking the lap 

■ word for the Adelaide Street 
; to take the provisiona] 
, ole positon for Sunday's Au- 
: ralian Grand PrU 

; S^, in a McLaren, fbl- 

• yp Ws emphatic victory 
‘ • Japanese Grand Prix 12 

I lys earlier by do minating the 
f^^oeiung qual^fing session. 

?• -.Se docked a best time of 
Be minute and 13.371 seconds 
; [tate four-tenths of a second 
; Ef the previous record set by 

■ J3™’® ^figel Mansell in a 
. ^iUiams in 1992. 

Senna’s old rival. Frendi- 

; an Alain Prost in a Williams, 

■ as second fastest in 1:13.807 
: ith a flyisg lap late in the 
: ssion. 

• Bmitwas a dis^jpointment 

' taking part in bis 

■ ?9di and final Grand Prix 
: efpre retirement. He had 

• een quicker during the mom- 
' ig session but was nnahle 

■ ^ e dear lap to improve 
; is -time in the afternoon. 

German Michael Schu- 
fi' ladier was third fastest in a 
. «.netton and Finland's 
[akkinen fourth after another 
npressive showing in the 
woud McLaren. 

Austrian^ Gnhard Berger 
% -fifth in a Ferrari vnth 
riton Damon Hill sixth in foe 
scond Williams, after an 
. owning day in «^ch he bad 
died to come to terms wifo 
le demands of the 3.780-km 
jeet OrcdL 

^ The session began slowly 
' ifo very few cars venturing 
It onto the drcnit because of 
1 from a preceding kart race. 
Be^r, «dio crashed heavily 
foe chicane in foe morning 
itiiout sufitering any injuries, 

. as among foe quickest e^y 
umers. 

But once Senna went out for 



Ayrton Senna dTBraxfl and his ghlfkieiMl, Adriani, watch a video 
during his farewefl barbecue on the eve of the quaUf^iiig rounds for 
the Anstralian Grand Prix in Adelaide (AFP photo) 


the first time midway throu^ 
foe hour, be took command. 
Under a bine sky and in dry 
conditions, foe BrazSian was 
quickly down into the l:14’s 
and on top of the times, gra- 
dually trimming his best until 
he broke the track record. 

Prost and Schumacher were 
unable to cut their times down 
to stay in contention until very 
late in the session. 

Senna’s opening day 
achievement has given him a 
good opportunity of ending 
IK^liiains' record-^oalling run 
of 15 successive pde positions 


in a single season. The British, 
however, still h<^ to extend 
their nm to a record Itith pole 
and a total of 25 in succession 
stretdung back to July 1982. 

Senna was the last non- Wil- 
liams driver to take foe pole 
for a Grand Prix — at foe 
Canadian race in Montreal. He 
haa started from the pole 61 
times in his career. 

**It was a tmnendoos lap, a 
pretty special one. Had there 
been no traffic, I ooold have 
done better,” he said. 

“We also had a problem 
with the radio. I was wonder- 




iiig wbefoer I shonld come in, 
because of low fiieL.. later I 
discovered that my radio but- 
ton was stuck, so ^ pits could 
not talk back to me. The result 
though was that 1 could not 
concentrate in foe usual way. 
So I could not improve my 
tune.” ■ 

Prost .said: “I had some 
problems with the set-up of foe 
car. No problems with the eu- 
gine, but the chassis is not so 
good." 

Schumacher ms satisfied, 
“but I am siqnised at fim gays 
between first and third, ft is 
much trigger foan i apected." 

Hakkmen said: am a Utile 

(Ssamointed. On my second 
settntyies, Iwasstn^ingfor 
balance... maybe 1 have been 
ti^ng a bit too hard." 

Hill was disaf^jomted not to 
be any further forward than 
foe third row of the providonal 
grid and s^: “It is bound to 
be a handicap not knovdng this 
place... The opposition are 
catdring us op. I have to work 
harder.” 

Fellow Briton Derek War- 
wide was unable to run in his 
footwork Friday owing to ill- 
ness. He had ^v symptoms 
and a hi^ t empera t ure ui tiie 
morning and was ordered to 
bed. 

The teanyirj^jared a car for 
Brazilian Christian Fittipaldi 
but will wait until Satm^y 
before making a dedrion on 
who would driro it, giviDg 
Wanrick a chance to recover. 

Edfoe Innne, axth <m fais 
debut for the Jotdan team in 
Japan, was unable to repeat his 
sensational fonn and finished 
22nd of foe 23 cars at the end 
of foe session. 

As Formula One world 
champion Alain Prost wra^ 
up hu 13-year career In Ade- 
hude Sunday, a new breed of 
speedy young drivers is set to 
trait out from under the 37- 
year-old Frendunan’s shadow. 


breeders’ Cup races to pay $10 million 


i ■ JICADIA, California (R) — 

; ighty-two horses, 18 of them 
; om Euit^, wflf run Satur- 
• ay' for $10 million in purses 
' - 3read across seven races on 
le biggest day in thorou^- 
‘ red horse racing, the Breed- 
' 15* Cup. 

While five of last year's 
r breeders’ Cop champions will 
le competing, not only for cup 
'ides bat also for possible 
Eclipse Awards :for ye^ong 
-mpremacy in their divisions 

- and for conaderation as Horse 
'Of foe Year, the biggest star 

here is Debere. 

- The brawny two-^ear-old 
wifo foe crooked white blaze 
bas set die racing worid aflut- 

. ter and is tbe prohibitive 
bvourite in the Breeders' Cup 
--juvenile race. 

*> Dehere, already being de- 


scribed as possibly die next 
Secretariat, foe next Devil's 
Bag, the next Arazi, has been 
foe favourite in aU ax of his 
races. 

He was also fast. His Hope- 
frii was the second fostest in 
history, right behind triple 
CTOwn winner Affirmed's in 
1977. 

Still, could a two-year-old, 
even one as accomplidied as 
Dehere, be named Horse of 
foe Year? Secretariat set foe 
precedent when he was named 
Horse of foe Year as a two- 
year-old in 1972. 

The cop races have pro- 
duced 73 Eclipse winners in 
various categories since its in- 
ception in 1984. 

Four defending Breeders’ 
Cop champions will try to 
duplicate their performances 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITU OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

ei993 TiibuM MiM Stra«e9. ■»: 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


V Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

*Q642 ^’AQ CKQ64 4A106 
Partner opens tbe bidding with one 
' no tnimp. What do you respond? 

- A^— With at least 33 points and no 
more than 35 in the combined hold- 

- ing, we have no serious objection to 
a 1^ to six no trump. However, 
you have a raffing value and partner 
might have one as well, so tte hand 
c(^d play better in a 4-4 fit if one 
erists. We would start matters off 
by bidding two dubs, requesting 
jpartner to show a four-card m^jor. 

!Q.2— Ab South, vulnerable, you 
'hold; 

- C*AJ104 7A7662 C>7 *K87 
t'Tbe bidding bas proceeded; 

South West North East 
3I ? 1 * 2 « Pass 

' ^what do you bid now? 

"^—Partner’s cue-bid agrees 
learts as trunuM end is forcing. You 
thave 8 poor tnimp suit and almost 
' y^talf your values are in qiades. You 
. make partner aware of both 

; ^bese features by rtoidding two no 
®®tump. 

. Neither vuherable, as South 

ou hold: 

' in^Q72 7Q6 0A83 4J10962 
tn^ bidding has proceeded: 

.forth East South West 
Dbl ? 

It action do you take? 

^.^Your side has the balance of 
twower. but you really don’t want to 
djlouble the opponents at a low-level 
yjinsior-suit conbact. To make it 
' nore for them to find a fit, 

• jid one no trump. 'Ibat stwils foe 
^one-level from them ^tile ^ving 

wpaztner an accurate picture of foe 
gfstrength of your hand, 
ll 


Q-4— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4Q1094 ?E983 ^72 *AJO 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass Pass 1 4 

Pass 1C ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — The bidding has developed 
perfectlj' for you. You have foe op- 
portunity to tell partner that you 
have a near owning bid with at 
least four cards in eafo major. Dou- 
ble, for takeout of course, since 
partner has not yet bid. 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold; 

495 TA83 :KJ98 4AJ107 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North. East 
1 C- Pass 1 4 


g^bat 


, VI"? 


What do you bid now? 

A.— With a balanced minimum 
opening bid and no support for 
partner's suit, foe normal rebid is 
one no trump. We see no reason to 
depart from accepted principle. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

4AS3 796 CEJ96 4AJ107 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The same problem as before, 
except that the major suits have 
been switehed. You don’t want to 
bid no trump without a stopper in 
the unbid m^r and to bid a new 
suit would te^ to suggest a more 
unbalanced hand. Raiae to two 
^Mdes despite the fact you have 
only three-card support 


of 1992 — Thirty Slews in the 
sprint, Paseana in the distaff. 
Lure in foe mile, and Fraise in 
foe turf. 

Last year’s Breeders' Cup. 
juvenile vrinner. Gilded Tune, 
will run in. this year's six-fur- 
long spmty despite not haWng 
rao^ smee his Breeders’ Cup 
win last year at Gulfrtream 
P^. 

The Horse of the Year will 
not be found ia the ^irint, but 
foe six-furlong race probably 
wiU dedde who is vot^ cham- 
(rion sprinter. 

Five horses — Birdonthe- 
wire, Cardmania, Meafara, Fly 
So Free, and Thirty Slews — 
come into tbe race with similar 
credentials. Should any of 
them win, be or she would 
likdy get foe Eclipse award. 

No Horse of foe Year is 
likely to come out of foe juve- 
nile fillies or foe mfle, either. 

Heavenly prize is a nioe two- 
year-old filly, but she bas raced 
only twice in her life. 

Mite favourite Lure is devas- 
tating on the gr^, but his 
weak point is distance. He 
can’t win at longer than a mSe 
and one-tigbfo, whidi cancels 
his “dassic” status. 

The Horse of foe Year will 
probably come from one of foe 
other three races. 

. If multiple grade 1 winner 
Beitrando, vfoo set a record 
this year foe mfle-and-one- 

S :r ^ Del Mar, wins tbe S3 
n Oassic, it would be 
hard to overlook him for foe 
title. 


The same bolds true for 

series winner Devil fEs Due, 
iriio oonld be voted Horse of 
foe Year srifo a win in the 
dassic. 

Sky Beauty, winner of New 
York’s Triple Crown for fillies, 
also has a shot at tbe title, but 
she will have to sufficiently 
beat- a field foat includes last 
year’s distaff champion 
Paseana and Beldaxm winner 
Dispnte. 

Sky Beai^ would have to 
run a very impressiw race to 
be voted Horse of foe Year. 
Tbe fillies she bas faced so far 
haven’t been of tbe calibre of 
Paseana or Dispute. 

The last turf horse to be 
voted Horse of foe Year was 
foe legendary John Henry in 
1984. Kotashaan, who is 
lEavoured in foe S2 inilUon turf, 
will have to be considered 
should be turn in a dazzling 
performance. 

Kotashaan bas won five of 
eight starts on the tiirf this 
year, wifo four of those victor- 
ies coming on foe Santa Anita 
Turf course. 

Another grass horse that 
merits consitteration isn’t even 
running in the Breeders’ Cup 
— Ailiii0Xni bfiDion winner 
Star Of Orzzene. 

Star Of Cozzene, who was 
recently sold to Japanese in- 
terests, stands to benefit Real- 
ly if Kotashaan is upset in tbe 
tiirf. Star Of Gooene will be 
making fais o«n start in tte 
Japan Cup. 


Galatasaray eliminates Man. United 


Driver needs work. 

Please call telephone; 
820253 
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ISTANBUL (AP) — WMe 
Turkey celebrated its gr^test 
soccer trium^fo Thursday, six 
fans of Manchester Unitdi re- 
mained locked in an Istanbul 
jail and tbe team’s stars ao 
otied the Turkish police of 
brutaKfy. 

Tboasands of Galatasaray 
supporters reveled in scenes of 
wild jubilation after their 
team's triumph Wednesday 
over tbe Englsh grants in the 
Champions Cup, Europe’s 
most prestigious soscer tourna- 
menL 

Galatasaray held United to a 
goal-less tie at borne after a 3-3 
result in Manebester that put 
the Torks through to the third 
round on tbe str ength of scor- 
ing more goals on foe road. 

Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su enter joined in the post- 
matefa celebrations. 

“We were unable to join foe 
European Community but did 
join foe first eight in tbe Euro- 
pean Cups," she smd. “I am 
proud.” 

The celebrations were mar- 
red by at teast two deaths. 

fri the Mediterranean town 
of Mersin, a woman was foot 
dead acddentaDy when some- 
one fired in the air in jubfla- 
tioo. In Izmit, east of Is^bul, 
an nnidentified man was 
aushed to death by a train as 
be ran over tbe tracks in wild 
deli^L 

In Ankara, a group demons- 
trated in front of the British 
embassy, shouting in' 

favonr of Galatasaray and 
against Manebester United. 

While the Turks celebrated, 
tbe English team and suppor- 
ters returned home, either de- 
feated or deported, and some 
saying they were beaten by the 
Torkifo police. 

140 United tens were 


aiiested and foen sent home 
without even seeing tbe game 
following trouble at a hotel in 
Istanbul foe morning before 
the pme. 

Six ofoers stayed behind, re- 
maining in Bayrampasa Prison 
to face chafes of causing dam- 
age. The six, aged betn^ 27 
and 39, also face charges of 
drunkenness and disorderly 
conduct. It could be at least a 
monfo before foeir cases come 
to court 

There were no rqxnts of 
crowd violence after ^ game 
but some of foe United players 
said they were assaolt^ by 
police as they left the field. 

Frewfo striker Eric Cantona, 
who was shown foe red card by- 
Swiss referee Kurt Roeth- 
Hsbeiger for making an offen- 
sive comment as they walked 
off, said be was hit on the back 
^ foe head by a policeman. 

Bryan Robson, former c^ 
tain MEngland, was cut on the 
band by a policeman's shield 
when he came to the Frendi- 
man’s defence. Robson re- 
quired two stitches in bis hand. 

"It’s a gret scandal, “Canto- 
na was quoted as saying in 
British newspapers Thurroay. 

“A policeman got hold of his 
(Cantona's) arm and pundied 
him in the back,” Robron said. 

‘ *T went to get a grip on the 
poficeman’s aim and another 
one hit me with his shield on 
the aim.” 

United mana^ Alex Fergu- 
son said tbe incident was cap- 
tured on film. He said the team 
wonM conader filmg a formal 
I»otest wifo UEFA, but be 
acknowledged the incidents 
had nothing to do with the 
team’s elinuiiation. 

Reports foat Erie Cantona 
had accused top European re- 
ferees of taking bribes were “a 


Holyfield hopes to be smarter 
In rematch with Bowe 


LAS VEGAS (AIO — He’s 
facing an opponrat who is big- 
ger, younger, hits harder aim 
has already beaten him once. 
So what does Evander Holy- 
field bring to Satnrday ni^t's 
heavyweight title rematch 
against Ridcfick Bowe? 

**The best of my life,” 
Holyfield said. “All I have to 
do is use foe skills I haven’t 
used for a white." 

Tbe 31-year-old former 
champion figures to need all 
his skills and p^ aps some 
more when he tries to regain 
two portions of the 
beavyrraght title in foe sche- 
duled 12-round fight against 
Bowe. 

Holyfield, ufoo went toe-to- 
toe with Bowe in a valiant but 
ultimately misguided effort 
•when be lost foe undisputed 
heavyweight tide last Novem- 
ber, is banking on being a 
smarter fighter to win this time 
around. 

*1 fou^t wifo 8 lot of heart 
and courage last time, but it 
wasn’t a thmkmg fight,” Holy- 
field said. *Tt was tbe type of 
fight that excited fens, out it 
wasn't the smart fight that I 
should have fr>uglit.” 

That means Holyfield will 
try and stay outside and bt»c 
Bowe this time, relying on 
movement and band spe^ to 
try and negate Bowe’s obvious 
pfayrical advantages. 


The strategy sounds fine, but 
to make it work Holyfield will 
have to pnt aside a tendei^ 
that bas plagued him his entire 
career as it dU a^inst Bowe — 
his penchant to wade in and 
trade punches with an oppo- 
nent once be gets hh. 

“It's one of those things, 
foat yon're not gmng to kne^ 
me out and if you hurt me Fm 
still not going to run,” Holy- 
field said. 'Tt benefited him 
because I was right there in 
front of him.” 

Hcdyfield (29-1) will have 
some added bulk for the re- 
match, wd^ing in Thursday 
at 217 pounds (97.6 kilo- 
grains). 


DUTY FREE CARS 

Mercedes 200, 1990 

Dark blue, automatje, 
electric, windows and 
sunroof, ABS, fVC...etc. 
44,000km, German 
plate. 

Volvo 740 GU 1990 

Red, automatic, air- 
condition, electric win- 
dows, 38,000 km, Ger- 
man plate. 

Please call; 823789 


'^EXCLUSIVE OFFICES FOR REIfr’ 
Shmelsani - next to the Arab Bank 

1- 150m^ second floor with telephone. 

2. 230rn^ second and third floor, with telephone. 

3. Four floors, each 1 80m^, with huge car park and telephone 
lines. Can be rented as whole or as desired. Fully 
air-conditioned and with central heating. 

4.315m^ independent villa with gard^ and telephone. 
Contact JuD Real Estate 
Talephone+Fax 662386 
Please call after 4:60 p.m. 


Semi-Villa for Rent 
” Jabal Amman " 

Ground floor consisting of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, kitchen , L-shaped (salon, 
living room + breakfast room ), extra 
large room (5x5 sq. metres), 2 verandas, 
big garden , big terrace, garage, with 
cen^i heating , and telephone. 

(Suitable as residence for diplomatic 
missions). 

Please contact tel. 641842 / 64931 1 . 


complete fabrication,*' Fergu- 
. son said Friday. 

Cantona was at the centre of 
a controverty after an article 
appeared in a Frendi ^rts 

^E^uipe quoted Cantona as 
saying: “I am certain foat re- 
ferees have been bought in tbe 
European Cup and I ask my- 
self whether Mr. RofoUsbeiger 
had not also been bought 
Wednesday night." 

But Feiguson insisted foat 
the Frendi striker could not 
have made the comments in 
foe aftermafo of foe goalless 
draw. 

“As far as 1 am concerned, it 
is a comfriete febricatiop. Eric 
could not have spoken to any- 
one after foe g^e because be 
was in foe dresring room aD the 
time. 

“No one was afiowed in and 
he certainly did not speak to 
any joornalists,” the United 
manager said. 

Some 40,000 noisy Galata- 
saray fens Int be Ali Sami Yen 
Stadium celebrated the 
greatest ni^t in tbe dub's his- 
tory as it efinunated one of the 
toamaiiiCTt favourites. Among 
foer spectators was bte. GUer. 

After Swiss referee Roefo- 
Bsberger had blown the final 
whistle, thousands of Turkish 
fens jumped vp and down and 
poured onto the field to 
embrace Galatasaray players. 

There were diffemt scenes 
amoi^ foe Manchester United 
jMayers and Cantona was 
shown the red card after a 
comment to the referee as they 
left the field. 

Tbe Frenchman also was in- 
volved in an on-fidd fiaienp 
dnring foe game when he 
dashed with a Galatasaray 
substitute who would not let 
him have the ball after it had 
rolled off the field, some 10 
playm became involved in 
pushing and shoving each 


other before the game re- 
sumed. 

The Turks restricfid the En- 
glish titlist and stand- 

ings leader fots seRgp to just 
one chance in the smite game. 

In the 36th mipiitg, former 
England captain Hg^pn sent a 
long pass tiirougj) tp Rytan 
Gi^ and foe teofigge Welsh 
winger shot acroag face of 
the goal. 

Galatasaray aggpld have' 
been ahead by but was 
twice denied by United’s 
acrobatic Danish gpgfie, Peter 
Sduneicbel. 

Id the 32nd minnte, 
Schmeicfael save one-handed 
from Hakan. And, only 
seconds later, foe tall Galata- 
saray striker had only foe Dan- 
ish goalie to beat from five 
metres but Schmeidiei some- 
how blocked the shot with a 
reflex-action save. 

United looked nothing like 
the team foat currently leads 
the English stanfongs by 11 
points. Robson, Giggs and 
Cantona made frequent mis- 
takes and never put pressure 
on the Galatasaray defence. 

Ferguson had gabled by 
leaving Welsh striker Mark 
Hughes off tiK team and foe 
lineup appeared lightweigbt in 
attack. 

Now Galatasaray can look 
forward to reaching he round- 
robin third stage of foe com- 
petition which generates big 
inoney in attendances as weU 
as TV coverage. 

That’s exactly what United, 
wfaidi became the first Endish 
dub to win foe trqshy in 
was aiming for. 

In tbe last four seasons, Un- 
ited has won the Football 
Assodation Qip, the Euro- 
pean Cup \S^nners Oip, the 
English League Cup and the 
Ei^dish League. 

Fm Ferguson, tbe Cham- 
I»ons Cup should have been 
next in Ime. 


Olympiakos own goal 
stops UEFA advance 


ATHENS (R) — Olympiakos 
defender (Jeorge Amanatides 
rifled a shot into fais own goal 
helfring to send Spam's Tener- 
ife into foe third round of the 
UEFA Cup Ihuisday. 

It was bad hick fi^ Olym- 
piakos, who beat Tenerife 4-3. 
but it was the Spaniaids who 
advanced on the 5-5 aggregate 
because of the away gpals 

It was also tou^ on the 
Rome team’s Daimh stiiker 
Bent Christiansen who scored 
three goals bnt still finisfaed np 
a loser. 

Chrfrtiansen struck in tbe 
13th, 24th and 84tb minutes 


wifo teammate VassUis lon- 
nides scoring on foe hour. 

Tenerife fought ba^ 'wifo 
g{^ from Ffel$e Ninambres, 
with a fine 25 metre drive, and 
a Sebastian Chano penalty one' 
minute into the second ha lf. 

Then any hc^ Olympiakos 
had dt advmK^' was shattered 
in the 29th rnini^ when Ama- 
natides oiiscalcnlated a long 
pass and sent the ball sailing 
into tins own goal. 

OlymjHakos fought bade de- 
sperately, but even Christian- 
sen’s third goal was not 
enough. 


SAIUNG BOAT FOR SHARE 

Specification: Length, 9.6m/Beam, 2.2 m/draft, 2.4 
m./Weight, 4,000 kg steel/Five beds plus cooker 
plus W.C. 

Two masts and six sails/VHF radio,. .etc. 

For more Information 
please fax (only) to Aqaba, 
03318720 or 03318717 (The first is the best) 


HORIZON TRANSLATION CENTRE 

(a.t.a.) Member 

Authorised Translation For All Tjinguageg 
Translation, Typing, Interpretation 

Feel Free to Contact Any Time 
between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m,, Teleta 615134 
Our representative will report at once 

King Hussein St.. P.O.Box: 183816, Amman 11118, Jordan 


Orierti^ss Ltd 


• ONE DAY TOUR TO 
DAMASCUSS ON 14/1 1/93 


RATE PER PERSON 30 JD. 



* TWO DAYS / ONE NIGHT TO 
DAMASCUSS & PALMYRA 
ON 14/1 1/93 ZANOBIA HOTEL . 

RATE PER PERSON 60 JD. 


TEL. 602460 / 698858 / 698969. AMMAN. JORDAN 


: 1 
i i 

I * 

b ; 


fs , • 

r 


5} 


• a 

* si 
v< 

./ 

t 


io 



.' 1 

ia 

h;l 


s j 
r 

A 

• M 

ir 




A 

T 


Tel.: 634144 

FHOAIHKLFHIA 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30. 6;15. 8J0. 10:30 


Qaama 


Td.: 67M20 


CONCORD 

Emilio Steven... in 

FREEJACK 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30. 

CONCORD ^2’ 

Tom Cruise — in 

A FEW GOOD MEN 

-Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00, 8:15. 10:15.- 


gpcma 


Tel.; 699238 


Erie Roberts — in 

Best of the Best H 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5HN). 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


IdJ: 67S572 

NabB Ai MaaMBi Theatie 


presents a.play entitled; 

AI 11m Nuron 

• A popular political comedy 
-Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jal^. 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 6:15 
Tickets are sold ail day 


Nab8 & W e fam’S Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THHATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Senegal envoy arrives with message 


AMMAN ^etra) — An envoy of Senegalese President Abdo 
Diouf, arrived in Amman Friday evening. The envoy will 
deliver a message ^m President Dioof to His Majesty King 
Hussein. 


Likud 10 decide not to meet Arafat 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ten members of Israel's right-wing 
opporition Likud- have changed their mind aboot meeting 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Cbainnan Yasser 
Arafat after threats of eiqpulaon from the par^. “T have gone 
back on my ded^n (to meet Arafat) after Wednesday’s 
decision by the Likud disciplinary councfl to e:qMl me from die 
pmty if 1 went," Elie Levy told Israel Radio Friday. Mr. Levy 
said Oct. 28 that he and nine other members of Lily's central 
committee were to go to Timis to meet Mr. Arafot, “to be 
heard diere and eiqwess our fears, but also to express our 
support for peace." The group of 10 were to have met Mr. 
Ar^t by Simday but Mr. Levy said they abandoned the plan. 
Likud oppioses the autonomy deal signed by Israel and the 
PLO on Sept. 13, although Mr. Levy has said his group backed 
any a^eement with tte PLO. 


Military boycott talks on Haiti crisis 


PORT-AU-PRlNCE (AFP) — Talks on the political crisis in 
Haiti collapsed before they began Friday with the military's 
last-minute reftisal to take part, U.N. mediator Dante C^to 
said. r.gHing it “regrettable,” Mr. Caputo said die onlitaiys 
decision was commnidcated to him in a letter from army diief 
General Raoul Cedras. Mr. Cs^uto, who read a statement to 
reporters an hour after the talks were to have begun, said he 
would consult wiA U.N. Secietaiy General Boutros Cttali and 
Organisation of American States Secretary-General Joao 
Baena Soares. The United Nations had warned Thursday it 
would coDsi^r toiler sanctions against Haiti if the military 
failed to take part in die talks. The talks were aimed at 
salvaging the Jmy 3 Governors bland accord, triiicfa estab- 
Kdied a stephby-stq) process for restoring deinociadc rule in 
Haiti, whose President Jean-Beitrand Aristide was ousted in a 
militi^ coup Sept. 30, 1991. The process broke down when 
‘the time came for the chieb of the anny and die police to 
lesigD. Tteir refrisal to step down blodced Mr. Aristide’s 
scheduled return Oct. 30, ai^ triggered a U.N. oD and arms 
embargo. 


‘Jihad leader wins Swiss asylum* 


CAIRO (R) — Switzerland has granted political a^lum to 
Egyptian militant leader Ayman ^wahri, whose groop shot 
dead president Anwar Sadat in 1961, the Londoo-ba^ A1 
Hayat Arabic newspsmer said Friday. Quoting Egyptian 
sources, A1 Hayat said in a front-page report that Mr. 
^wahri, a medical doctor, ^rplied for asylum last month and 
was granted it last week. T^ report ooold not be independent- 
ly confirmed. Mr. Zawabri is accused of relaunching the ‘*new 
Jihad" in Egypt under the name of the “Vanguards of 
Conquest" — a revival of the group tiiat had shot dead Mr. 
Sadat at a mifitaiy parade in 1981. The group was sma^ed 
after Mr Sadat’s miiider. International news sondes and A1 
Hayat received a fund invitation on Thursday for a news 
conference would be held by Mr. Zawahri on Wednesday 
at a hotel in Geneva. 


Rajavi to stay close to Iran border 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, an Iranian 
op p o si tion group, said Friday its leader had decided to stay 
near its mflitaiy bases on Lraq’s side of the border with Iran. In 
a statement ismed m RjghdaH arid srat to Renteis, the rebel 
^oup said Massoud Rajavi would remain in overseeing 
preparations for a maior onslai^t <ni the “derical re^me" in 
Tehran. “He (Rajavi) knows of no {dace more suitable than 
being next to ^ Iranian frxHitier to prepare for the operation 
to overthrow the derical r^hne,”' die statement said. The 
exiled Iranian group has its headquarters in Bagjidad and 
scores of camps along the Iiaq-Iran frontier. Its army, the 
National Liberation Army of Iran (NLA), has tanks, 
armcRued pei»niiel carriers and heavy artflleiy. On a recent 
military ezerdse held near the border with Iraq the NLA said 
it used belkopter gonships piloted by women. 


4 girls suspended for headscarves 


LYON, France (R) — Four Muslim girls were suspended from 
seboed on Friday for refusing to taJre off their headscarves, 
rengniting a tow over the ri^ts of Islamic worshippers within 
France’s secular state sdiools. The schoo^irls, 12 to IS 
were barred for a week from attending classes in the eastern 
town of Nantua. They spent the morning in the sdiooTs 
fibraiy. Headmaster Jean Damestoy said die suspension would 
give die glib’ fomilies, of Moroccan and Turldu ori^, time 
to reflect and threatened to expel the prls if they refu^ to 
bow tt) scfaotd rules. Mr. Damestoy said he h^ failed to 
convince the. girls’ families to instruct them to take off their 
scarves. Last month the school's teadiers staged a strike to 
express concern over the headscarves, which they said as 
reUgfous symbols nndennined the institution's secular status. 


Libya denies biring Thai cbemical workers 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Lib]^ on Fridy denied it was produciDg 
chemical arms a^ had hired Thab to work in the industry in 
breach of a U.N. convention banning such weapopns. “Libya 
has repeatedly affirmed in its officia] statements and before 
international txxfies that it has no chemical weapons pro^am- 
me,” the official JANA news a^ncy said. JANA’s political 
commentators said Libya “had no linlu with Thai worlmrs udio 
were hired by a company charged with creating a man-made 
river” brii^g water frw the south of the countiy to the 
coastal regfons in the north. It was referring to some 2SJXK) 
Thais workine in Libya, mostly in the construction industry. 
Several hunoed are aJl^ed to be involved in bniidiDg 
diemical weapons facilities. 


Chinese airplane hijacked to Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AP) — A man armed with two knives hijacked a 
Qiinose airli^ witii 140 pe^le on board Friday and asked 
for political asylum after foidog the plane to Taiwan, officials 
said. The Xiamen Airiines Boeing 737 was hijadeed on a 
domestic flight from Guangzhou in southern China to the 
southern port of Xiamen, ai^rt offidals said. It was the 

fifth Chin^ dr^an airplane hijacked to Taiwan since April. 
The plane and passengers were returned to China shortly aft^ 
the aircraft landed but the hijacker, a 27-year-old driver for 
die dty government in Tan^han, China, was detained for 
questioning and trial in Taiwan, offidals said. Mr. Zhang Hai 
daimed he hijadeed tiie plane so he could join bis grandfather 
hi Taiwan, they said. 


Heavy rains break Morocco drought 


RABAT (R) — Rain lashed Morocco this week cauring floods 
and cutting roads in some areas after two successive years of 
drought. The Public Woriu ^nistry said in a statement on 
Friday that rainfall daring the week was between 48 and 110 
mUlimetres. The rains helped replenish reservoirs used for 
drinking water, power generation and irrigation, it added. 
Lack of rain cut Morocco's cereal harvest by 58 per cent in the 
last two seasons, compared to tiie previous five-year average. 
Morocco had to imp^ about four million tonnes of grains 
over the two years. The drou^t also hit power suj^lies. The 
state electridty utility office National de L'eiectridte (ONE) 
was forced to make power cuts in Casablanca. Morocco’s 
largest city and industrial centre, due a shortfoll in hydro- 
power ontpuL The power cuts affected industrial plants only, 
not domestic consumera. 




VISIT TO LUXEMBOURG: Bis Royal 
Hi ghwaM Crown Prince Hassan Friday left for 
Lnsemboarg on a two-day visft in rehouse to an 
hivUatiMi fay Duke of LuMiiibourg 

Grand Dirim Jean. The Crown Prince was seen 
off at the aiiiNirt ^ His Melesty King Hussein,* 


Her Royal Higfmess Princes Basma, several 
princess and princesses, Prime Minister Abdnl 
Selam Al MaJali and Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zrid Ben Shaker. Prince i$ aoctanpanied 

by Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvalh (Petra 
photo) 


Donors, PLO discuss 
financing for autonomy 


PARIS (R) — IntefTiatiooal 
aid donors discussed with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tioD (PLO) and Israel on Fri- 
day how to get aid flowing 
rapidly into the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho to buttress Palestinian 
self-mle due to b^'n in De- 
cember. 

Kepreseotatives of the Euro- 
pe^ Community (EC), the 
United States, Jai^, Canada 
and Saudi Arabia met the 
Israelis and the Palestinians at 
the office of the World 
Bank for talks chaired by 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Joergen Holst 

At issue was how to ensure 
that the $2 billion pledged in 
aid over the next five years — 
S600 million of it next — 
really reaches the Palekinians 
in tiie West Bank and Gaza, 
while avoiding corruption, 
waste a^ diqiUcation. 

Israel's foreign ministry 


dfcdor -general, Uri Savir, 
told Reuters it was crucial to 
get aid flowing immediately 
into the areas to prevent a 
vacuum ariang vriien laael 
withdraws its notary adminis- 
itration. 

The PLO took a step to- 
wards creating the conditions 
to receive economic aid 1^ 
appointing a 14-member eco- 
nomic couodl for development 
and constroctioa on Thursday, 
induding Palestinians from in- 
side and outside the territtiries. 


strings and nm everything in a 
highly centralised, personal 
way. That is not a redpe for 
efficient," one diplomat said. 

Tiie chief PLO delegate to 
tiie Paris talks. Abu Ala 
(Ahmad Quriea), was named 
mteentive director of the coun- 
dl. East Jerusalem academic 
Sari Nusseibeh will be his de- 
puty. 


But diplomats from some 
donor countries said they were 
worried that the coundJ would 
be beaded by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat personally with 
two of his closest aides in 
Timis, Farotik Kaddoumi and 
Mahmoud Abbas, as vice-pres- 
idents. 

“Once again, Arafot wants 
to keep his hands on the purse 


Diplomats said the cash- 
strapped PLO, deprived of 
most of its Arab funds since It 
sympathised with Iraq in the 
Gulf war, wanted to use some 
aid money for its own running 
costs, but donor nations wanted 
to restrict use to projects in the 
territories. 


They said the EC delegation 
was particularly firm, stressing 
European taxpayers' money 
would not replm Gulf oil dol- 
lars in funding the PLO's Tunis 
bureaucracy. 


Israel 


to restore 


electricity to 
all Gazans 


ATHENS (AFP) — Israel has 
promised to restore electridty 
to all Gaza Strip Palestinians, 
following a series of brief coo- 
tacts held on the sidelines of a 
European Community (EC) 
enei|^ conference here, offi- 
dals from both delegations 
told A^ on Friday. 

Israeli Energy Minister 
Moshe Shahal told Gaza 
Mayor 2^aria Makki that 
electridty would be restored to 
the 40 per cent of Palestinians 
vdiose supplies had seen cut off 
three weeks previously for 
non-payment of debts, the offi- • 
dais said. 

A high-ranking Israeli diplo- 
mat said that tills was a tedi- 
nical not a political, issue. 

Mr. Shahri was the only 
party to attend an EC- 
arranged meeting here on 
Thursday between Israelis, 
Palestinians and Jordanians to 
discuss energy, water and 
traiu^port issues, an EC official 
told AFP. 

During that meeting, be met 
until the EC commissioner in 
diarge of energy, Abel Ma- 
tutes, and his deputy, 
Panayotis Carvounis, to dis- 
cuss posrible EC frmding for 
joint water and energy pro- 
jects. 


The Jordanian delegation 
excused itself from the meet- 
ing, dting the closeness of elec- 
tions, and tiie Palestinian de- 
legation, led by E^alestine Li- 
bation Organisation (PLO) 
sdentific committee chairman 
Adnan Samara, showed up 
without a mandate to negotiate 
or a concrete project. 

The meeting had been pre- 
pared following last month's 
EC decision to allocate 500 
million ECUs (S580 million) 
for projects linked to the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace pro- 
cess. 


“Unfortunately, we learned 
at the last minute that the 
meeting, whidi was to have 
produced a joint document, 
could not take place," a higfr- 
ranking E.C. omdal told ArP. 

“We must have a dialogue 
about these types of projects," 
the official said. “This is only a 
postponement.” 

PLO Chmrman Yasser Ara- 
fat will visit EC headquarters 
hi Brussels on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Diplomats said he would be 
seeking reassurances that the 
commonipr would continue to 
lend political and economic 
support to the Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord. 

Mr. Arafat is scheduled to 
lundi with foreign ministers 
from the 12^nation community 
Monday. The diplomats said 
he would be asked about the 
PLO's suspension of the auton- 
omy negotiations last Tuesday. 


PLO leader implicates 
Israel in Tunis spy case 


DUBAI (R) — The Palesti- 
nian leader who signed the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's (PLO) historic accord 
with Isi^l linked Israel Thurs- 
day to a man subjected of 
spring <in the VLO's Tunis 
head^aiteis. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas said 
suspected spy Adnan Yaseen 
itianted two bugs in Mr. 
Abbas' office. 

Interviewed on United Arab 
Emirates Television, Mr. 
Abbas first would not name 
Israel. But pre»ed*by the in- 
terviewer be said: 

“This ^pyiog case could be in 
our favour berause tiie Israelis 
^ not have trust in us and 
want to ^iy on us, and this is a 
point in our favour." 

It was the first hint from a 
senior PLO offwial in Tunis 
that the Palestiiuao was sus- 
pected of spying for ZstmI. 

Amman-based FLO offidals 
said Mr. Yaseen had told inter- 
rogators he was reervated by 
Isi^ in Germany and France 
in 1990. 

Mr. Abbas n^rtUted the 
n,0-lsrael peace deal and la- 
ter signed it for the PLO to 
Wariun^n on Sept. 13. 

AskM if the trags helped 
Israel assess the Pl^'s think- 
ing before it entered secret 
talks with the Jevrish state, Mr. 
Abbas said: “The truth is that 
the bugs were placed only on 


Oa. 10 And were detected a 
week later by Tunisian intelli- 
gence.*’ 

Mr. Yaseen apparently pas- 
sed on infoimalion about the 
FLO in Tbnis and names of 
people, indoding Palestinian 
leaders fatmi the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories, who made 
public and secret visits to the 
PLO in Toms in dtie past two 
years, Mr. Abbas added. 

A PLO statement earlier in 
Tunis confirming the arrest 
made no mention of laael, 
saying only that Mr. Yaseen 
bad bm arrested on sus(ricion 
of spying for a foreign enemy. 

“Adnan Yaseen was 
arrested for collaboration with 
enemy madunery," the state- 
ment said. 

Hakam Balawi, coordinator 
of the PLO’s seouity services 
and ambassador in Thnis, said 
in the statement that Mr. Ya- 
seen “was an ordinary adnwnis- 
trative attache at tiie PLO’s 
office in Tkinis.” 

“He bad no work related to 
major issues whether pofitical 
or security and has no conneo- 
tioD at ail with the Palestinian 
security apparatus," Mr. B^- 
wi said. 

“His behaviour aroused 
questions... and necesatated 
watching his movements wbidi 
has resulted in his being 
arrested and taken to trial for 
the punishment be deserves," 
be added. 


U.S. troops to return 
to Mogadishu streets 


.MOGADISHU (Agendes) — 
U.S. troops hope a decision to 
send them back on patrol in 
the streets of Mogadishu will 
^d confusion about their role 
in Somalia. 


But a top U.N. relief official 
said the move, whidi is in- 
tended to stop militia gunmen 
hampering relief work, would 
have little impaa if it were not 
accompanied a policy of 
disarming militia gunmen. 


“The troops are a bit con- 
fused by the ever-evolving 
policy," a senior U.S. military 
offidal told Reuters on Fri^y. 
“They came here to do a job, 
not to sit around. Hopefully, 
now, we'll be able to do it." 


The Pentagon said on Thurs- 
day the arrival in Somalia of 30 
MlAl tanks and 42 Bradley 
Suiting vehicles, or armoured 
cars, and a company of 155- 
mm Howitzers, enabled Amer- 
ican units to resume clearing 
roadblocks to let relief agen- 
cies pass through. 

Some 7,600 U.S. troops in 
Somalia — an additional 
19,300, including 3,700 
M^es are offihore aboard 
ships — have largely been con- 
fin^ to base following attacks 
by rival foctions on U.N. pat- 
rols. More than 70 U.N. troops 
have been lolled. 


U.N. military offidals said 
the Americans would return in 
force to the Mogadishu streets 
within days bnt no one 
appeared to have an exact dale 
for the operation. 

Relief workers, however, 
cautioDsly welcom^ tlte U.S. 


dedaon to rede^oy. 

“There is a red need for the 
American troops to get ba^ 
on the streets." said one top 
U.N. relief offidal, wbo de- 
clined to be named. 

‘*Soaaalis are carrring guns 
openly on the s tre et s ag^ and 
tedinical vehides — pidc-ups 
mounted with guns — have 
been sifted in the dty as 
before the December mterven- 
tion U.S. forces," he added. 

“But a return to tiie streets 
must be aecompanied by a 
poli^ of disamuuneot. mth- 
out sudi a policy. I don't know 
what will be accomplished," he 
said. 

About 3,600 U.S. sailors and 
Marines stded aw^ Thorsday 
from Mogadishtt in the oon- 
tinnmg U.S. withdrawal and 
Som^ dan leaders met with 
U.N. ofiSdals to discuss ways 
to improve security in die 
capital. About 7,500 U.S. 
troops remained, with an addi- 
tk^ 8,650 offshore. 

femme in Somalia is 
over, the American Red Cross 
declared Thursday, but it said 
a long recovery lies ahead to a 
country that has no nation- 
al government. 

“In contrast to scenes of 
violence in Mogadishu, else- 
wbm in Somalia people are 
focused on rebuilding tbeir 
lives,” the relief agency said in 
a brief summary of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross's year-long 
effort in tiie conntry. 

It said tiie current harvest is 
a good one and '^Somalia is 
emerging from two years of 
vidous and debilitating civil 
war/’ 


Police raid Kurd centres; 
Bonn studies PKK ban 


BONN (AFP) Police raided 
Kurdish centres across Ger- 
many Friday after a wave of 
fireliomb atfgfcs on Turkish 
interests, while the govern- 
ment of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said it was seriooriy con- 
sidering banniag the Kurdish 
Labonr Party (PKK) held re- 
sponsible for die oi^u^t. 

An interior ministry spokes- 
man said 46 people had been 
arrested following the attacks, 
and the Mainz prosecutor’s 
office said eight pecqile had 
been diar^d bfeadiiiig 
the peace in connection with 
the offensive. 


One person died and ei^t 
people were wounded in the 
most serious attack Thursday 
on a 'Djrkisb-frequented res- 
taurant in Wiesbaden. 

The spokesman said nine 
other people, including a 
poUceman, were also hart in 
the closely-coordinated series 
of assaults mounted across 
Germany and Western 
Europe. 


Several of those arrested 
were cangbt in the act of 
throwing Molotov cocktails, 
and one was arrested in ho^- 
al with burns, officiab said. 

The federal prosecutor’s 
office in Karlsruhe, wUdi is in 
charge of terrorism cases, said 
it bad issued 14 search war- 
rants, mostly in tiie state of 
North Rhine- Westphalia, 
where there were 21 attacks in 
14. towns. 

But the interior ministiy 
individual states bad also laj^ 
died actions, with searches re- 
ported in Bonn, Munich, 
Nuremberg, Ingoldstadt and 
other towns. 

Fblice smashed down the- 


door of the Kurd-Ha news 
agjBocf in Dnsseldorf and took, 
away journalists’ computers, 
{xinteis, addresses and tele- 
phone numbers, as well as 
documents, a staff member 
told AFP. 

The agency has been a 
source of information on the 
activities of the militant Kor- 
<hsh independence move- 
ment. 

The agent's directer, Fat- 
ma Snea, was detained to 
interrogation but later re- 
lease 

The Kurd-Ha source said 
100 to 150 homes and offices 
had been raided as part of the 
security drive in Hamburg, 
Bielefeld, Bremen, Frankfort 
and Cologne. There are 
numerous Kurdish cnltnral 
centres in Germany, wfaicl) has 
a Thridsb popolatioB of 1.8 mil- 
lion, about one thud of them 
Knrds. 

There bad also been raids in 
Sweden and Switzerland, the 
source said. 

Government spokesman 
Dieter Vogel said Mr. Kohl 
considered those reqxmsible 
for the Molotov cocktail 
attadcs on Torldrii ^plomatic 
missions, banks, airiuie offices, 
travel agencies, restaurants 
and otbtf estaUishments as 
“criminals." 

Mr. Vogel said the, govern- 
ment was “seriously consider- 
ing” banning the PKK. 
“Abuse of hospitality” by 
Knrds in Genna^ could oot 
be tederated, he said. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said Thursday dim it 
was now time to ban tiie PKK, 
while Interior Minister Man- 
fred Kanther said he (fid not 
rule out such a moira. 


Saudi Shiite dissidents make deal with goyenunent 


DHAHRAN (AP) — Saadi 
Aratna's Shnte Muslim dissi- 
dents, to years seen as a posa- 
ble vangt^ for IraniaD-ia- 
spired sabota^. are coming 
iHKk into the fold. 

The Idngdom has pardoned 
its exiled Shiite opponents and 
tbe)r, in torn, have dosed down 
tbeir newsletters and ceased 
public criticism of the govern- 
ment, offidals in the region 
said. 

And in New York, a resear- 
cher for the human ri^ts 
group hfiddle East Wateb said 
Wednesday tiiat the Saudi gov- 
enunent released more than 30 
Shiite detainees on July 25 — 
almost the total number of 
imprisoned Shiite dissidents. 

In a previoi^y unreported 
development, four top exiles 

— inducting the leader of the 
main Shiite opposition group 

— returned to the Idngdom 
and met with King Fabd in 
early October, said tbe resear- 
cher, Aziz Abo Hamad. 

The Shiite community in 
Saudi Arabia, which is concen- 
trated in the oil-r^ Eastern 
Prorince, has been estimat^ 
to number anywhere from 
300,000 to 700,000. Saudi Ara- 
bia has a population of 17 
million — 12 million dtizens 
and five million foreign 
woikers. 

Animosity between Shiites 
and the majority Sunni Mus- 


lims dates back centmies and 
was spurred in Saudi Arabia by 
persecutioD of tbe Shiites 
the puritanicaJ Wahhabite Sun- 
ni sect in the 18tb century. 

The Sonni-dominated gov- 
ernment's suqndoD of Shiites 
was heightened by the 19^ 
Iranian revolution mat brou^t 
a Shiite fundamentalist govern- 
ment to power in Tehran. 


Tbe government’s recent 
moves at reconciliation 
apfiarently are p^ally aimed 
at improving its image in tbe 
West, where this theocratic 
kin^kmi is often portray^ as 
being harsh on opponents. 

A cecondliation with Shiite 
dissidents also is in line with 
the rapprochement between 
Tehran and Riyadh over the 
past three years. 

Offidals spealung on ooodi- 
tkw of anonymity confirmed 
tbai Interior Mmistry repre- 
sentatives have met in Lonmn 
whb members of tbe loose-knit 
Shiite reform movement. 


Tbe offidals said tbe group 
stopped publishing its Arabic- 
language newsletter, called 
Arabian Peninsula, and halted 
its attacks on the Riyadh gov- 
ernment. It also agr^ to halt 
another newsletter, the En- 
glish-language Arabian Moni- 
tor, published in Washington. 

Those two were tbe only 
Saudi Shiite newsletters pub- 


lished in exile. 

In return, the government 
fre e d Shiites held in Saudi pris- 
ons and took a number of 
dissidents off the travel Uadc- 
lists, allowing exiles to return. 
It also removed travel bans 
that prevented some (tissidents 
leaving tiie country. 

Mr. Abu Hamad said tbe 30 
released Shiites induded sever- 
al udio were serving long pris- 
on terms and four wbo had 
been condenuied to deadi in 
connection with bomb attarics 
on oil fedlities in 1988. 

Mr. Abu Ham^, who said 
he obtained his information 
frxrni government sources in 
Saudi Arabia as well as sources 
within the Shiite dissiclent 
movement, said foe govern- 
ment also promised tbe ^iites 
it would consider a number of 
longstaiKling demands. 

Th^ inciude ending discri- 
minaiion on hiring Shiites in 
sensitive jobs in government 
and in the oil industry and 
allowing gmter freedom for 
Shiite religious practices. 

Mr. Abu Hamad said the 
new reconciliation ooold also 
be due to the emergence of a 
Sunni oppositiem. 


Mr. Abu Hamad said tiie 
four wibo met wifo King Fahd 
last month indude Tawfik Al 
Sieik, secretary-general of foe 
reform movement, and three 
other movement offidals: ba 
Ahmad, Jafer Al Siaydi and 
Sadeq Mohammad. 

Tbe four have returned fro m 
their exile in Lond(m and 
Damascus. 

Tiie deal ^^paiently was sea- 
led with the befo of tbe Sandi 
ambassador in London, Gfaazi 
' Al Gasaibi — who has been at 
i to polish foe image of his 


Sbudi Aralria’s rulexs recent- 
ly have expressed irritation 
that their govemment is por- 
trayed in foe West as unbend- 
ingmd medieval. 

iliey comi^ain that this is 
tiie result of an erroneous in- 
terpietatto of Idam, whose 
tenets guide almost every gov- 
ernment action in the 


-own Prince Abdullah 


oomidaiiied to universixy pro* 
fessois of the “distortion of foe 


“The government probably 
feels it wants to face the Sunni 
frmdamentalists with^t hav- 
ing to worry about tbe otiier 
dissident groups," he said. 


imafic of blam in to riew of 
foe West and the whme 
many people now look upon a 
Muslim as a terxorist." 

“Freedom is guaranteed for 
aa Swdis without discrimina- 
tion," he said, adding that we 
‘*we work tirele^ to iwftfew 
our society an exemplaiy one 
in all aspects of life.” 






Brazil actor 
says his wife 
killed soap star 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) 

BraziUan actor GuBbrnme 
Padua, who c on fess ed in 
that he murdered Us 
(qiera (Xi-5tar Danida 
last December, now s^ it 
his wife vfoo (fid to 
killing, Brazzltao news 
reported. The teutil stabiii 
of Mr. Perez last Decenil, 
shocked and ftweanated Bx^ 
bans. On to prime-tline so' ' 
opera ''De Coipo E Aim jril!lH 
(Of Body Am Sool), Vlw 
Perez played to sexy Yaat 



and De Padua ^ 
bo^^. Despite De P^ll ^ 


na 


daim in court in Jannaiy ih 
he acted akme. both he tol 
wife were jailed while awaife 
trial. Police said th^ hv, ' 
strong evidence against k 
mfe, Faida. The case is>|. 

r ed to gp to trial next yd ■ 
Padua now saw his li • 
Paula, who was 19 and p», 
gnant at to time, had au an . 
merit with Ms. Perez, G\3i \ 
Televisioo reported Thnrsdi! 
De Padua said font he kiXNte' ■ 
Mr. Perez out, and that Piq! . 
then g raltod a pair of scisnx ' . 
and stabbed to 22-year-bi 
beauty. When asked by a n . 
porter whetiier Paula mul kf" 
led ^rez by hersdf, De Fadi" 
replied: “How could to S 
her by hersdf? We are bof 
responsible to. to crime; 


Bad moods linked 
to smoking and 
drinking 


WASHINGTON (AP).* 

Americans susceptito to fei 
moods are more likely to bf 
smokers, and to mocKfietf' 
men also tended to be bewnf 
drinkers, government hem ' 
reseaxdieis reported. “Thw 
finclings suggett that entotioiul ' 
weU-bmng may play a role n 
ctgaieite smosii^ and heai^’ 
drinking," said a study ^ - 
Charlotte A. Schoenbom aqd 
Jefon Ifonn of to Natioittl 
Centre for Heaifo Statistics. 

Some 43,782 a(hilts were asked 
in an extensive 1991 .beritb . 
sorvey if they had fA native . 
moods such as (irerei^n,, 
boredom, anxiety or londinesB 
in tbe previous two weda. 

Overall, tbe suiv^ indicated 
that 22.5 ntinion women and 17 
million men often eiqpe rie noedj^ ' 
at least <me negative mood 
during to two weeks befaterpr 
being interviewed More thsai^^ . i 

8 mDlion bad frecnient boutsd 


tiiree or more of to badfedKll. , 
mgs. Lonely adults were 60 ttu|||^S 


70 per cent .more likely tt 
smoke; the depressed were 4( 
to 50 per cent more Ukelyfr 
light The moodiest me - 
were three times as fikely to b . 
heavy drinkers, the ceutn: 
said But the leseaidieis fatBS. 
no relationfoqi between ntp 
tive moods aim heavy diinlfe^ 
for women. They doGhti- 
heavy drinking as thieeC 6-, 
more drinks a day to men am - 
two or more to women. BC; 
cause of to lain aze (^ da' 
survey, its stamferd margin d-. 
error was Just one to two pa. 
centage points. 


w 


Australian, Indian 
win 

Commonwealth , 
Writers Prizes 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Now* • 
ists frmn Aust^a and laS ' 
were to overall winners in tiii 
year’s Commcniwealdi Writer - 
raze. Arthur AffUer, 56. wh- ■ 
won to best book awaidff' 
ceived £10JK)0 ttl4,706) .fe . 
The Ancemr Game. Nfis s 
Gitiia Hariharan, 38, wlM • 
book The Thousand Faces 0 .. 
Ni^t examined traditicmalri . 
lationriiips in nudo<icNninSte. .. 
Hindu society, was awardb^ 
£3,000 ($4,4l2) to best fin. " 
book. Their novels werO 
diosen from ei^t shortfi^ 
for to two i»iz^ 'Ihe 
member panel df judges 
headfid by Sngwore AmMt 
sador-At-Large Tanmy K(#^ 





Youth gets {ail 
term for breaking 
into data bases . 


1 k 


NEW YORK <R) — A p - 
year-old man was sentencedt' 
one year in prison to nf 
in a group that bnto into sow * 
of to most sensitive coopt 
teis used by tele|foone coff 
ponies and credit repoitingsSr . 
vices. Mark Abend -o > 
Ehnhurst, New York, who ca- 
led himself Phiber Ohptik,i!S / 
pleaded gnil^ in July to os . 
count of conanracy and one r 
tampering with Sduttntefia^, 
Beil's oomputer. Ife was^- 
ias sf five young awn indietf ! 
in to huge 1991. oompufl. 
breaksn stome to admit con 
mitti^ to crimes. 







